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REVIEW ARTICLES

Tamar Chumburidze

Studies of Christian Relics
(Michael Hesemann)

History, art and literature of Christian nations are closely related to
Christian relics. Their study is thus very important and valuable. In this regard,
publications by the German author, Michael Hesemann, which have become
international bestsellers, deserve special attention. These are The Blood Cloth
of Christ, Maria from Nazareth. History, Archaeology, Legends (Maria von
Nazareth, Geschichte, Archdiologie, Legenden), The Silent Witnesses of Golgotha,
(Die stummen Zeugen von Golgotha). This paper aims to communicate
information on these interesting books and their author to Georgian readers.

Nino Abakelia

Talal Asad on the Construction
of Religion as an Anthropological Category

The present article aims to introduce to the scholarly community as well
as to the general public the distinguished anthropologist Talal Asad, currently
a professor at the Graduate Center of New York City University, who studies
relationships between religion and power from a comparative perspective. This
paper reviews Asad’s essay The Construction of religion as an anthropological
category, which is a constituent part of his monograph Genealogies of Religion
(Asad 1993), and which reveals some of his thoughts and reflections on the
essentialist definitions of religion.

In thisessay Talal Asad critically analyzes the definition of religion by the
famous American anthropologist, Clifford Geerz , in which, according to him,
the most important dimensions of power and changing social conditions,
which entail change in whatever is related,are ignored. The article demonstrates
how Talal Asad’s analysis is focused on some important questions, such
as the concept of symbol as a clue to the essence of religion, the reading
(interpretation) of symbols in the analyzed practice, the construction of
religion in early modern Europe, religion asmeaning and religious meanings,
and anthropological concepts in general.
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