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REFLECTIONS

Zurab Kiknadze

A New Apology of Job

The subject of the review is an essay on The Book of Job included in The
Rose of Therion, a collection of religious and philosophical essays. Parallels can
be drawn between the cruelty of The Book of Job and the cruelty with which
Porphyry rages on the author of the Book — Eli, who is the central character
of Job’s story and is responsible for bringing on him such an unspeakable trial.
The author of the essay can be considered Job's fifth friend, who is not only
Job's defender and advocate against God, but also of the entire humankind.

Nugzar Papuashvili

The 20" Century Georgian Orthodox Church

The book of Prof. Sergo Vardosanidze The Patriarchs of the 20" Century
Georgian Orthodox Apostolic Church describes the history of the Georgian
Church in the 20" century, covering the activities of four Georgian Patriarchs.
The analysis of extensive primary materials brings new insights into the period
that witnessed Tsarist and Soviet persecutions and the post-Soviet turmoil.

Paata Chkheidze
Do We Acquire or Lose?
Reflections on Gigi Tevzadze's Pseudo-Baudrillard

Translation of small books is to be treated as important as translation of
an epic work or a voluminous publication if this small book is a masterpiece
and invites likewise original comments.

Jean Baudrillard’s Simulacra and Simulations, translated by Professor Gigi
Tevzadze, and the latter’s small-size essay Pseudo-Baudrillard. Simulacrum of
the Fifth Rank is among such books.
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Reflections

Gigi Tevzadze added a simulacrum of the fifth stage to Baudrillard’s list:
the Facebook!

The simulacrum of the fifth stage is a novelty, and if stated more boldly,
a discovery. It is a discovery that will establish itself. It is difficult to make
discoveries in philology and philosophy, very difficult - but possible.

Konstantine Bregadze

Mother Tongue as the Basis of National Identity in Professor Guram
Ramishvili’s Energeistic Theory of Language

At any stage of the history of Georgian consciousness, Georgian national
and religious identity has been fostered by an idea of its foundational
relationship with its mother language. A proof to this is a fact that whether
consciously or unconsciously, the Georgian nation invariably orientated
itself towards its mother tongue, as the principal basis of self-identity. This
was manifested during global historical processes, such as the propagation
of Christianity in Georgia in the 19-4™ centuries and its declaration as state
religion, as well as during internal historical events, such as the establishment
of statehood, disintegration into principalities and the loss of statehood.

Maka Lashkhia

The Classics of the Philosophy of Freedom
From Plato to Heidegger

The Classics of the Philosophy of Freedom. From Plato to Heidegger, a
collection of papers jointly prepared by Georgian and German researchers,
was issues by the publishing house “Meridiani” in 2011. The book sheds light
upon the philosophic development of the notion of freedom that encompasses
many convergent aspects. Human being, in essence, can only be free. However,
at an early stage of self-development, man was unaware of this. One thing is to
get rid of nature but even more important is self-reflection exercised by man
himself. When is human being free? When does he start constructing himself
as a free being? The works included in the collection touch upon various
aspects of the notion of freedom in the light of the above-stated hypotheses.
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