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BRIEF REVIEWS

Alexander Grigolia. Custom and Justice in the Caucasus: the Georgian
Highlanders. AMS Press: New York. A Dissertation in Anthropology
Presented to the Faculty of the Gradual School of the University of
Pennsylvania in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy. Philadelphia 1939//Tbilisi: Free and Georgian
Universities Press, 2012, 249 pp.

This article reviews a work called “Custom and Justice in the Caucasus:
the Georgian Highlanders” by the first-generation Georgian immigrant.
In 1939 the work was submitted as a dissertation to the University of
Pennsylvania, while in 1997 it was published as a book. The work covers all
aspects of the vernacular lifestyle and social thought that could be important
from an ethnological perspective. The author discusses all relevant primary
and secondary sources available in that period and even recollects his own
experience from his earlier life in Georgia.

Zurab Kiknadze

Stephen H. Rapp Jr., Sasanian World through Georgian Eyes, Caucasia and
the Iranian Commonwealth in Late Antique Georgian Literature. Farnham:
Ashgate, 2014, 513 pp.

Stephen H. Rapp’s recent monograph provides a detailed study of early
medieval Georgian historical literature. Apart from a thorough historical,
literary and archaeological contextualisation, Rapp provides a rigorous
textological study of this controversial corpus. Rapp’s primary mission is to
reconstruct hypothetically the early stages and layers of late antique Georgian
historiography, which has allegedly been stripped from its original Sasanian
cloth and has survived only in early medieval and indeed pro-Byzantine
rewriting. Although in many ways debatable, Rapp’s hypothesis is an important
step towards the identification of late antique Georgian writing and a possible
solution to the perennial question of where and why late antique Georgian
historical writing disappeared, only to reemerge in its Bagratid guise.

Nikoloz Aleksidze
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Brief Reviews

Guram Kerashvili. Khevi and the Mokheve. Tbilisi, 2013, 335 pp.

Guram Kerashvili’s critically acclaimed monograph “Khevi and the
Mokheve” exhaustively describes the Georgian province of Khevi: its
geographical peculiarities, climate, territory and borders, roads and paths,
place names, the historical past, folk traditions, archeological evidence,
residential fortresses and Christian churches, and other sacred structures and
fortifications. The author cites folklore material while providing an impressive
account of the traditional lifestyle of Khevi from almost all perspectives,
including the worship of cross icons, clan history and relationships, hospitality
practices, hostility and vendetta, and the reconciliation of blood enemies.

Khvtiso Mamisimedishvili

The Chronicle of Georgian Chant: Periodical Publications 1861-1921. Davit
Shughliashvili (editor-in-chief and compiler) and Magda Sologhashvili
(editor). Tbilisi: National Parliamentary Library of Georgia, 2015, 629 pp.

The new collection “The Chronicle of Georgian Chant: Periodical Pub-
lications 1861-1921” is an attempt to reconstruct a 60-year episode from the
history of Georgian chant. The collection, consisting of up to 600 articles, is a
valuable present for researchers, performers and all interested in the history of
Georgian ecclesiastical chant.

Tamar Chkheidze
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