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`didi kvadrati~-s, am friad STambeWdavi arqiteqturuli kompleq

sis gaTxra 1997 wels daasrula akad. s. janaSias saxelobis saxel

mwifo muzeumis kaxeTis arqeologiurma eqspediciam levan Wila

Svilis xelmZRvanelobiT. manve miuZRvna mas publikaciebi da Zegli 

`cecxlis taZrad~ gansazRvra [WilaSvili 1991:6,7,16; 2000: 6081; 2004: 

34]. `didi kvadrati~ SenobaTa erTobliobaa da agebulia sxvadasxva 

zomis naxevrad damuSavebuli qvebiT. SemakavSireblad kirxsnaria 

gamoyenebuli. kompleqsi md. sasaxlis xevis sanapiroze, WalaSia `ga

naSenianebuli~.

levan WilaSvilis mier kompleqsi Cveni welTaRricxvis pirveli sau

kuneebiTaa daTariRebuli. misi teqstidan Cans, rom igi ufro III sis 

bolosa da IV sis dasawyisisaken ixreba, frTxilad iZleva savaraudo 

TariRs [WilaSvili 2000:79].

`didi kvadrati~, romelic arqeologisa da arqiteqtoris nodar 

baxtaZis mieraa agegmili, sruliad sarwmunoa da kvlevisaTvis na

Tel suraTs warmoadgens (sur. 1, 2).

nagebobaTa erToblioba 50 mian kvadratSia Cawerili da mas aCar

Coebs kedeli, romelic oTx, farTe 5 mis siganis Riobs Seicavs kva

dratis TiToeuli gverdis centralur areSi. igi sasimagro kedels 

ver miekuTvneba, misi sigane (1,5 m) tolia am kompleqsis yvela sxva 

nagebobis kedlis siganisa. igi mxolod aCarCoebs sakulto terito

rias da mianiSnebs `wmida adgilze~, misdami krZalvaze.

zRudis Sida, kvadratul farTobze ki Svidi, erTmaneTisagan da

moukidebeli nagebobaa ganTavsebuli: sami, tipologiurad erTgva

rovani diagonalurad `miemarTeba~ samxreTdasavleTidan Crdi

loaRmosavleTisaken da erTi maTgani kvadratis centrsac qmnis 

sworkuTxa darbazis saxiT, romlis karis Riobi mis samxreTaR

mosavleT kuTxeSia gamarTuli. danarCeni oTxi nageboba, ki, gan

Tavsebuli kvadratis gverdebis centralur areebSi afsidiania, 

ori urTierTmopirdapire nageboba Tanabari zomis gverdiT navebs 

Seicavs, xolo danarCeni ori araTanabari siganis gverdiT saTav

soebs (sur. 1, 13, 12).

rogorc aRiniSna, Svidive nageboba erTian kvadratSia Cawerili. 

maTi ganTavseba winaswarSemuSavebul `naxatsaa~ damorCilebuli, 

nekresis `didi kvadrati~

guram  yifiani
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rogorc garkveuli ideis anasaxi da Zalian Znelia, rom Svid erTma

neTisagan izolirebul nagebobas, Tundac rom isini erT religiur 

koncefcias iyvnen daqvemdebarebulni, taZari ewodos. nekresis `didi 

kvadratis~ gegmarebiTi sqema ganaSenianebis samonastro1 sistemaa. 

TiTqosda SeiZleboda, rom dagveSva misi saxiT, aq aRmosavleT saqa

rTvelos erTerTi `mogvTas~, anu zoroastrul cecxlis taZarTa 

[ximSiaSvili 2001:37]2 da samlocveloTa erTobliobis arseboba, ma

gram misi arqiteqtura sruliad sxva movlenaze migvaniSnebs.

aseve Znelia misi qristianul monastrad miRebac, sxva Tu araferi 

afsidiani nagebobebi samyaros oTxive mxrisakenaa mimarTuli da 

erTmaneTs dapirispirebuli [WilaSvili 2000:63]. ise ki, afsida mainc 

is saxea, romelic III sdan mainc qristianuli arqiteqturis koncep

tualur nawils warmoadgens. qritianul aRmosavleTSi konstantine 

didis reformebamdec imarTeboda eklesiebi [strJigovski 1920:20] da 

igeboda  saqarTveloSic qarTlSi qristianobis saxelmwifo religiad 

gamocxadebamde. ufro zustad, arsebul nagebobaTa aRmosavleTis mxa

reebi afsidebiT formdeboda, mag., nastakisis darbazuli eklesia [bo

xoCaZe 1977:9394; boxoCaZe 1973:37; yifiani 2000:89]3  (sur. 30).

`didi kvadrati~, ra Tqma unda, araa qristianuli Temis samyofe

li (bevri mizezis gamo), magram vfiqrob, rom afsidebis saxiT qris

tianul suliskveTebaze da ara religiur doqtrinaze raRac miniS

neba gvaqvs.

eWvis Setana imaSi, rom Cvens winaSe sakulto nagebobaTa siste

maa SeuZlebelia, magram amave dros saxezea raRac garkveuli mo

deli, romelic, SesaZloa, gaTvaliswinebuli iyo imisaTvis, rom igi 

odesme, droTa ganmavlobaSi, mxatvrul kanonad Camoyalibebuliyo. 

sakulto arqiteqturis ZiriTadi maxasiaTebeli xom isaa, rom igi 

uSualo kavSirSia religiur SexedulebebTan (an raRac ideologia

sTan), ris Sedegadac, rogorc RvTaebrivi WeSmariteba, igi mistikur 

mniSvnelobas iZens. Tu es kavSirebi irRveva, maSin sakulto arqiteq

tura ganisazRvreba, rogorc konfliqti RmerTTanac (RvTaebasTan) 

da sazogadoebasTanac [gerasimova 1973:98]. e. i. Tu vambobT, rom es 

arqiteqturuli kompleqsi sakultoa, maSin misi ra nawili an nawile

bi migvaniSnebs kultze? ra asaxavs kults?

�  cxadia, aq ar igulisxmeba qristianuli saZmosaTvis gankuTvnili arqiteqturuli 

kompleqsi, aramed monasteri Tavisi zogadi funqciiT, rogorc nebismieri religi

uri mimarTulebis Temis sakultoceremonialuri da sxva daniSnulebis nagebobaTa 

erToblioba.

�  k. ximSiaSvilma frTxilad aRniSna, rom am kompleqsSi saimiso pirdapiri mowmoba, 

rom Cvens winaSe maincdaminc zoroastruli taZaria, ar arsebobs, Tumc man arc bo

lomde uaryo aseTi SesaZlebloba. 

�  am Zeglis gamTxrelma arqeologma a. boxoCaZem eklesia III siT daaTariRa. 
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`didi kvadratis~ centri, rogorc aRiniSna, gamxoloebul swor

kuTxa ̀ darbazs~ upyria. masac da kompleqsis yvela danarCen nagebobas 

amxoloebs ̀ bilikebi~. maTTvis, iseve, rogorc kedlebisaTvis, siganed 

1,50 ma gansazRvruli.

Crdilo da samxreT nagebobaTa centraluri darbazebi, rogorc 

aRiniSna, naliseburi afsidebiT sruldeba da gverdiTi navebisagan 

kedlebiT imijneba. maTi saxiT Cven winaSea samnaviani bazilikis iseTi 

sqema, sadac sivrces svetebi (an burjebi) ki ar anawevrebs, aramed yru 

kedlebi. aseTi taZris msgavsi modelebi qarTul samecniero lite

raturaSi sameklesiani bazilikis saxeliT moixsenieba, anu nekresSi, 

maTi saxiT qristianuli sameklesiani bazilikis sawyisi modeli Cans. 

albaT, es igulisxma l. WilaSvilma, roca ganacxada, rom: `taZris 

calkeuli detali afsidiani sivrciTa da damxmare saTavsebiT aris 

is arqiteqturuli saxe, romelic miiRo adreuli xanis bazilikebma 

mzamzareulad, Caisaxa ki sxva religiur ideiTa da sarwmunoebiT~ 

[WilaSvili 2000:80]. e. i. aq igulisxmeba, rom kaxeTis qristianulma 

arqiteqturam zoroastruli taZrisagan daisesxa arqiteqturuli 

Tema. ra Tqma unda, kaxeTis adreqristianuli arqiteqtura Soridan 

ver Semoitanda am Temas da amitom (da ara marto amitom) SegvrCa 

igi, rogorc lokaluri xuroTmoZRvruli Tema kaxeTSi [CubinaSvili 

1959:43; CubinaSvili 1988:21], nawilobriv, qarTlsa [qarumiZe 1990:105

106, 109110. 437438] da somxeTSi [asratiani 1989:7996].

vfiqrob, rom nekresis `didi kvadratis~ afsidiani nagebobebi nam

dviladaa sawyisi modeli qristianuli sameklesiani bazilikebisa

Tvis [rCeuliSvili 1994:298305], miuxedavad imisa, rom aq kvlav da 

kvlav bundovani rCeba gverdiTi navebis funqcia. saqme isaa, rom eso

den mkacri gegmarebis kompleqsSi, rogoric `didi kvadratia~, yvela 

saTavsos konkretuli daniSnuleba gansazRvruli iqneboda da maT 

Soris afsidian nagebobaTa gverdiTi sivrceebisac. sameklesian ba

zilikaSi, ki, mTeli maTi arsebobis manZilze gverdiTi navebi vera 

da ver Camoyalibda erTian kanonikur sqemad verc saqarTveloSi 

[CubinaSvili 1989:143198; CubinaSvili 1988:3450] da verc somxeTSi 

[asratiani 1989:79]. e. i. maTze naklebad moqmedebs an saerTod ver 

moqmedebs liturgikuli sistema. Tu maT sqemebs Tvals gadavavlebT 

(sur. 3 da sur. 4_11) naTeli gaxdeba, rom funqciuri Ziebani yovel 

konkretul Zeglze mimdinareobs da veranairma cdam ver mogvca 

dakonkretebuli Sedegi. aseTi Sedegi ki Zneli misaRebia, radgan im 

dros, roca sivrce kedlebiT iyofa, igi veRar erTiandeba erTian 

warmosaxviT samyarod, anu `ierusalimad~ [bandmani 1951:62]. nekresis 

afsidiani nagebobis gverdiT navebs funqciebi aRar (an veRar) gahyva 

qristianuli samyaros `RvTis saxlSi~ da maT modelis modelad 

gaagrZeles arseboba. es nawilobriv iqidanac Cans, rom `sameklesian 
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bazilikaTa~ gverdiT navebi umetes SemTxvevaSi swored rom `simbo

lurebia~, Tundac TavianTi umniSvnelo siganeTa gamo [yifiani 

2000:114].4

aRmosavleTisa da dasavleTis afsidian nagebobaTa darbazebi 

gegmiT kvadratulebia da, amas garda, araTanabari siganis mklavebs 

floben [WilaSvili 2000:65; ximSiaSvili 2001:36].5 ganivi mklavi or 

ujredad iyofa, mokle mklavi ki erT saTavsos Seicavs. amasTan, maT 

sworkuTxedSi Cawerili Sverili afsidebic axasiaTebT. sworkuTxa 

formis afsidiani Sveriloba sakmaod iSviaTia, magram adreqris

tianuli Zeglebidan mainc SeiZleba ramdenime nimuSis moyvana. 

saqarTveloSi (axmetis raioni) qoCalauris cixis eklesia (sur. 14) 

[devdariani 2004:167], qristianul aRmosavleTSi, mag., turabdinis 

(siriis CrdiloaRmosavleTi are) adreqristianuli eklesiebi (sur. 

13) [beli 1913:77,80,86], an kidev timgadis bazilika (sur. 15) [xaCatri

ani 1962:27].

afsidian nagebobaTa darbazebis karTa Riobebi maT grZiv RerZe

bzea gamarTuli. oTxive maTganis sigane 5 mis tolia. sxva nagebo

bebisa da saTavsoTa karni, kuTxeebSia Seqmnili da yvela maTgani 1,5 

m siganisaa. yuradRebas isic iqcevs, rom zRudis karTa Riobebi upi

rispirdeba afsidian darbazTa Riobebs da TavianTi STambeWdavi si

ganiT migvaniSnebs imas, rom isini TaRovnebi unda yofiliyo (karis 

arqitravuli gadaxurvis warmodgena aq SeuZlebelia). maSin ki isic 

unda vaRiaroT, rom aq parTul-adresasanur arqiteqturul Temaze 

damokidebulebis sakmao xarisxi gvaqvs _ anu damokidebuleba aiv

nis mxatvrul da gegmarebiT kanonTan [oelmani 1922:201] _ rac imiT 

gamoixateba, rom darbazi cali, grZivi mxridan farTe, TaRovani 

RiobiTaa gaxsnili da gverdiT saTavsebsac Seicavs, SedarebiT vi

wroebsa da grZivebs. Tu nekresis `didi kvadratis~ afsidian nagebo

bebs SevadarebT, mag., hatras aivnian nagebobebs [dounei 1988:75], aR

moCndeba, rom maT Soris erTaderTi gansxvavebaa (sqemis mixedviT) 

_ parTul _ adresasanuri aivniani nagebobebi afsidebs ar Seicaven 

(ix. da Sdr. sur. 23 da sur. 24; Sdr. agreTve sur. 21 _ gegma da sur. 22 

_ Wrili).

`didi kvadratis~ TaRiT gaxsnil da afsidiT dasrulebuli nage

bobebis saxiT erTgvari cru karibWeebi iqmneba.

ra movlenas an ra ideologias SeeZlo warmoeSva afsidiani aivne

�  mag., gverdiTi navebis sigane 1,80
_

1,90 mia. ruispirSi (qasuri giorgi) da Weremis mama

daviTis eklesiaSi. areSis #1 eklesiaSi, klikis jvarSi maTi sigane 1,20 mia, cxvari

WamiaSi ki mxolod 0,80
_

0,90 mi da a. S...

�  es ori urTierTmopirdapire nageboba araa sarkiseburi proeqciis Sedegad dageg

marebuli. kompozicia miRebulia erTerTi araTanabarmklaviani nagebobis RerZis 

garSemo 180iani brunis Sedegad.
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bi? afsidebs ar SeiZleba `cecxlis taZrebSi~ zoroastruli funqcia 

hqonodaT. me mainc mgonia da es zemoTac aRvniSne, rom afsidiani 

nagebobani `did kvadratSi~ qristianuli moZRvrebis nawilobrivma 

gaziarebam warmoSva.

afsidebiT III sdan ukve bolovdeba qristianTa Sesakreblebi  da 

amisaTvis raime axlis Seqmna saWiro ar iyo. winareqristianul sa

myaroSi, dasavleTSic da aRmosavleTSic, mravlad arsebobda warmar

Tuli afsidiani taZrebi (sur. 26, 28, 29) [pandermalisi 1977:727735; 

ami 1950:4,8,10] da swored es, ZiriTad sivrceTagan metnaklebi doniT 

gankveTili, gegmiT naxevarwriuli an naliseburi formis saTavsebi 

gaxda, axali suliskveTebiT aRWurvilni, ZiriTadi religiuri domi

nantebi qristianul taZrebSi. Tavisi pirveli nabijebi qristianulma 

arqiteqturam imiT daiwyo, rom warmarTul taZrebsa da sazogadoe

briv nagebobebSi afsidebis damontaJebas mihyo xeli (sur. 25, 27, 31) 

[daixmani 1939:105] da aseTi magaliTebi saqarTveloSic dasturdeba 

[yifiani 200:109] (sur. 30, 38).

Tokisa da azmanis eklesiebi [vaCeiSvili 2002:24], dasavleTidan gax

snili TaRovani RiobebiT, savsebiT SesaZloa, rom nekresis afsidi

ani aivnebis gamoZaxili iyos (sur. 17, 18). qristianul aRmosavleTSi, 

iSviaTad, magram mainc dasturdeba sakulto nagebobebi dasavleTis 

mxridan gaxsnili `garsiT~ [xaCatriani 1962:73]6 (sur. 16).

es kompleqsi TiTqos raRac miniSnebas zoroastrul sataZro mod

elzec iZleva centraluri nagebobis saxiT da, albaT, am `miniSne

bam~ afiqrebina l. WilaSvils, rom saqme aq cecxlis taZarTan gvaqvs 

[WilaSvili 2000:6061]. centraluri sworkuTxa nageboba, rogorc 

aRiniSna gamxoloebulia irgvlivi garsSemosavleliT, romelic 

`bilikTa~ saerTo qselSia CarTuli. irgvlivi koridorebi, romle

bic celas garSemo ceremonialuri svlebisaTvis iyo gankuTvnili, 

zoroastruli cecxlis taZrebisaTvis erTerT yvelaze metad dama

xasiaTebel elementadaa miCneuli [voronina 1960:5253; stronaxi 

1985:606627]. aseT garSemosavlelebs Seicavs suzis `aiadana~ [vilari 

1963:178179], mansurTefes didi taZari [pugaCenkova 1973:122], hatras 

mzisa(?), Tu cecxlis(?) taZari [dounei 1988:161162] da mr. sxva (sur. 

32, 33, 34).

meore detali ki, romelmac aseve SeiZleba zoroastruli sam

locvelo gagvaxsenos, es nagebobaTa kuTxeebSi gamarTuli karis 

Riobebia. zoroastrul `cecxlis taZrebSi~ karTa aseT ganlagebas  

iwvevda is moTxovna, romlis mixedviTac celaSi agzebuli cecxli 

garedan uxilavi unda yofiliyo, anu es wmida cecxli mxolod misT

vis unda yofiliyo xilvadi, vinc celaSi Sesvlas imsaxurebda. aseT 

taZrebSi cecxls mzis sxivic ar unda moxvedroda garedan, radgan iq 

cecxli Tavad mzes ganasaxierebda [diuSengiimeni 1962:203].

�  mag., binbirkilises trifoliumi.
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am zoroastruli cecxlis doqtrinis aRsrulebaa suzis ̀ aiadanac~ 

(sur. 32), mansurTefesa da hatras taZrebi (sur. 33, 34), saqsonoxuris 

sakulto darbazi [litvinski 1969:176177] (sur. 35) da es sakultoar

qiteqturuli tradicia saqarTveloSic iCens Tavs: mag., dedoflis 

mindvris mTavar taZarSi [gagoSiZe 1981:102115; yifiani 2000:4144] 

(sur. 36) an ufliscixis kldovan samlocveloSi [yifiani 2002:5861] 

(sur. 38) da sxva. am rigSi kabalas (kavkasiis albaneTi) taZarsasax

lis sakulto nawilic unda movixsenioT [babaevi 1977:217227; yifiani 

2000:6163] (sur. 39).

`didi kvadratis~ dagegmarebis sistema jvruli xasiaTisaa da mas 

akonkretebs afsidiani sivrceebi. dasaxlebaTaTvis Tu kompleqsis 

calkeuli nagebobebisaTvis gegmarebis jvruli, kvadratSi Cawerili 

saxeebi, TiTqmis mTels aRmosavlur samyaros moicavs [lelekovi 

1976:7]. isini umartives sistemebsac qmnian (mag. kuzuli-giris naqa

laqaris kuTvnili erTerTi nageboba) [litvinski 1983:104] da rTul, 

kvadratSiga kompoziciebsac: SedarebiT martivi, vTqvaT, babiSme

lodan [litvinski 1983:24] da rTuli, daxvewili sqema aixanumidan 

[lauteri 1986:80] (sur. 40_44). es ukanaskneli nekresis `didi kvadra

tis~ analogiur zRudesac Seicavs.

kvadratuljvruli gegmarebiTi kompoziciebi SemuSavebulia kon

kretuli safuZvlis _ samyaros mistikuri diagramis, anu `mandalas~ 

mixedviT da nekresis `didi kvadratic~ dagegmarebis am sistemas gane

kuTvneba. misi saxiT Cvens winaSea dagegmili da, rac mTavaria, agebu

li kosmograma. upirvelesad es centraluri nagebobiT cnobierdeba, 

anu `mandalas~ energetikuli centriT gamoixateba (Sdr. sur. 45) da 

`didi kvadratis~ kompozicia zustad Seesabameba _ `vaastu puruSi 

mandalas~, samyaros im mikromodels, romelic SemuSavda sakulto 

kompleqsebisaTvis [vistara 1987:3254; singxi 1986:3437; vertogrado

va 1975:300304; kuperi 1986:117] (sur. 48). misi ZiriTadi maxasiaTebe

lia, gegmis (misi winapirobis) mkacri kvadratuloba, romelic aseve 

mcire kvadratebaT, anu `pada~ebaT nawevrdeba.

is mandalebi, romlebic sakulto kompleqsebisaTvis SemuSavda 64 

an 81 kvadratisagan Sedgeboda (8X8 da Sesabamisad 9X9) (sur. 46, 47).

64 kvadratiani (padaiani) mandala, asaxavs mkveTr energetikul 

centrs, misi Semdgomi diagonaluri ganviTarebiT.

81 kvadratiani mandala iTvaliswinebs SedarebiT ufro mZlavr 

centrs, raTa energia ganviTardes rogorc jvrulad, aseve diagona

lurad.

nekresis `didi kvadratSi~ orive sqema monawileobs: 64 pada gar

daiqmneba 81 padad (sur. 49, 50) da iqmneba qaosis mowesrigebis ideis 

[iordanski 1982:96; lelekovi 1976:8; antonova 1981:1314] dasrule

buli kosmograma.
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`didi kvadrati~ WalaSi, dacemul vakezea gaSenebuli, rac imas mia

niSnebs, rom es arqiteqturulad gamoxatuli religiuri doqtrina 

Tavisi monastrisaTvis ar eZebda  dominantur wertilebs, an masa 

da sxva religiur mimarTulebebs Soris SeTanxmebulobis kompleq

si arsebobda, an da mTlianad iyo darwmunebuli Tavis sayovelTao 

(msoflio) misiaSi.

rogorc irkveva, am monasters (`did kvadrats~) didxans ar uarse

bia [WilaSvili 2000:6869]. misi gauqmebis Semdeg mis naSTebze axali 

nageboba wamomarTula da sruliad moulodnelad ara sakulto, ara

med sazogadoebrivi. Zeglis gamTxrelis azriT, igi cixedarbazia 

[WilaSvili 2000:63] da, marTlac, am momdevno nagebobaSi araferi ar 

mianiSnebs mis sakulto daniSnulebaze.

ise Cans, rom is religiuri doqtrina, romlis kuTvnilic `didi 

kvadrati~ iyo, myarad da didi xnis damkvidrebuli saqarTveloSi ar 

yofila, radgan masze gamarjveba `triumfiT~ ar gamoxatula. axali 

religia xom imiT gamoxatavda Tavis gamarjvebas da upiratesobas, 

rom winamorbedi religiuri sistemis (taZris an kerpis) adgilze 

afuZnebda Tavis `RvTis saxls~ [daixmani 1939:114]

rogorc levan WilaSvili aRniSnavs (da misi es dakvirveba, ro

gorc Zeglis gamTxrelisa, friad faseulia), `qveda fenis nageboba  

(e. i. `didi kvadrati~ _ g. y.) mwyobridan aris gamosuli winaswar mo

fiqrebuli da  sagulisxmod ganxorcielebuli RonisZiebis Sedegad 

_ daungreviaT da saZirkvlianad mouTxriaT kedlebi~ [WilaSvili 

2000: 6263].

e. i. gamodis, rom am monastris gauqmeba ar aris qveynis pyrobisa 

da am dros misi ZiriTadi institutebis ganadgurebis Sedegi. monas

tris ngrevaSi raRac garkveuli mizniT Catarebuli eqspediciis Sede

gi Cans. misi funqcia amowurulad miiCnies, rogorc Cans, ZiriTadad 

politikuri (religiur mimarTulebasTan kavSirSi) mosazrebebiT.

miCneulia, rom `didi kvadrati~ cecxlis taZaria da ivaraudeba, 

rom igi gauqmda qarTlSi qristianobis saxelmwifo religiad ga

mocxadebis Semdgom [WilaSvili 2000:72]. magram maSin rogor moxda, 

rom masze eklesia ar daaSenes? qarTlSi esoden adreul qristianul 

xanaSi da arc Semdgom, karga xnis manZilze, zoroastrul taZarTa 

funqcia amowuruli srulebiTac ar iyo. qarTlis mexuTe qristiani 

mefis, arCilis drosac xom _ `...moguni mogueTas mogobdes cecxlisa 

msaxurebasa zeda, da misve arCilis ze oTxni mTavar ebiskoposni gar

daicvalnes~ [abulaZe 1963:92].

wyaro pirdapir mianiSnebs am ori zoroastruli da qristianu

li doqtrinebis Tanaarsebobaze da, Tanac, mcxeTaSi, saidanac qris

tianoba vrceldeba mTel saqarTveloSi. aqve qarTlis mexuTe mefis 

farnajomis daarsebuli zoroastruli monasteri (moguTa), Seufer

xeblad agrZelebs moRvaweobas.
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zoroastrizmi da qristianoba qarTlSi didxans Tanaarsebobda. 

maT Soris sxvadasxva doniT dialogsac aqvs adgili da konfliqt

sac. moxda interesTa damTxveva _ orive religiuri doqtrinisaT

vis miuRebelia kerpi, sakerpec da zogadad kerpTayvanismcemloba. 

zoroastrizmis damokidebuleba misadmi naklebad mZafria misi po

liTeisturi bunebis gamo, qristianobisa ki _ gacilebiT mkveTri, 

monoTeisturi swavlebis Sesabamisad.

cotaTi ufro adre, ax. w. III sdan, zoroastrizmi da qristiano

ba konsolidirebuli xdeba erTi ZiriTadi mimarTulebiT. orive 

doqtrina ukiduresi simZafriT ebrZvis maniqevlobas [diakonovi 

1961:302; pigulevskaia 1956:333; brentisi 1978:222,239], an, rogorc Zve

lad qarTulad gamoiTqmoda _ maniqeozT [abulaZe 1973:215].

mesame saukune da gansakuTrebiT misi meore naxevari mTeli im

droindeli samyarosaTvis Zireuli politikuri da religiuri 

gardatexebis xanaa. 240 wels iranis taxtze adis Sabur I, meore mefe 

sasanidTa dinastiidan. sasanidebma, am cecxlis qurumTa kastidan 

gamosulma dinastebma, Tavidanve gansazRvres TavianTi roli _ isi

ni arian genetikuri, politikuri da kulturuli memkvidreni aqe

menidebisa [lukonini 1969:3133], miuxedavad imisa, rom aqemeniduri 

dinastiis bolo mefesa da pirveli sasanidis taxtze asvlas Soris 

sul cota 555 welia [bikermani 1975:193197]. anu sasanidebi memkvidreo

ben msoflio imperias da iwyeben provinciebis, qveynebis,  sataZro 

gaerTianebebis, qalaqsaxelmwifoebis Tavidan `akrefis~ process.

duraevropossa da hatraSi, siriisa da SuamdinareTis Zvel qa

laqebSi Saburma uCveulo suraTi naxa da gaacnobiera: taZarTa da 

RvTaebaTa uzarmazari speqtri [lukonini 1969:7172], romelic `mrav

ldeboda~ selevkidebidan mokidebuli mTeli arSakiduli mmarTv

elobis manZilze.

aRorZinebad imperias erTiani da `meomari~ religia unda hqono

da, zoroastrizmi ki Tavisi bunebiT, mis kodifikaciamde mainc, su

lac ar iyo midrekili monoTeizmisaken. TviT umaRlesi RvTaeba, ahu

ramazda, romelic Tavidanve berZnebi, Tundac herodote, zevsTan, 

rogorc uzenaesobasTan aigivebdnen (herodote I,131), bunebrivad 

scnobda Tavis gverdiT sxva RvTaebebsac triadebis sistemaSi _ 

ahuramazda, miTra, anahita; an ahuramazda, sraoSa, arTa da a. S. [dan

damaevi 1980:320327].

daaxloebiT 240 wels moRvaweobas iwyebs mani (mana)7, romelic, ro

gorc TviTon acxadebda, qadagebda `msoflio religias~. am saqmeSi igi 

marto ara Cans. mas Zlieri da gavleniani mfarvelebi hyavda, Tundac 

Sabur Iis Zma, perozi rad Rirma, romelic mTlianad iziarebda manis 

�  mani iranuli warmoSobis dawinaurebuli ojaxidan iyo. dabadebula 216 an 217 wels 

samxreT babiloneTSi. dedamisi parTel warCinebulTa gvaris, kamsarakanTa Camoma

vali iyo. 



222

guram yifiani

moZRvrebas, da moxda ise, rom iranis Sahma Tavis koronaciis dRes miiRo 

da esaubra mas qalaq qtesifonSi [diakonovi 1961:301] (mani am dros daax

loebiT 27 wlisa unda yofiliyo). am saubris Sedegad Sabur Isagan mani 

Rebulobs uflebas daubrkoleblad iqadagos Tavisi axali swavleba.

yofili `didi iranis~ aRmosavleTi provinciebi, romelic jer ki

dev `asakrefia~, brahmanuli da budisturi warmodgenebis arealia. 

TviT iranis provinciebi mazdeanuri da zoroastruli swavlebis 

mimdevrebi arian, magram aq sistemebi urTierTgansxvavebulia da 

kultmsaxurebanic araerTgvarovani. siriidan ki, romelic aseve Sa

buris saxelmwifoebriobis arealSi unda moeqces, axali religia _ 
qristianoba moiswrafvis kargad gamarTuli saeklesio ierarqiebi

Ta da organizaciebiT.

swored am dros mani iRebs uflebas Saburisagan, iqadagos da ga

avrcelos Tavisi swavleba `iransa da arairanSi~ da mTels imdro

indel samyaroSi moqmedebas iwyebs maniseuli formulebi: `RmerTi 

erTia da mas sami saxeli aqvs _ zaraTuStra, buda da ieSua an kidev 

`Cemi rwmena naTelia nebismier qveyanaSi da nebismier enaze da vrcel

deba Zalian Sors~ (Soreul qveynebSi) [lukonini 1966:6972].

moZRvrebas ki marto formulebi ar hyofnis da im problemam, ro

melic manim samyaros winaSe daayena, erTnairad aaRelva gnostikosebic 

da qristianebic: misi swavlebis mixedviT, RmerTs samyaroSi boroteba 

ar Seuqmnia. maSin ki gamodis, rom arc samyaro Seuqmnia, radgan sa

myaro (anu materia) ukve borotebaa. amdenad manis moZRvrebis mixed

viT, materia RmerTisagan damoukideblad arsebobs, adamiani ki sa

myaroSi, anu mocemulobaSi, swored materiisa da naTelis naerTia.

dualizmis swored aseTi buneba CaiTvala adreqristianuli peri

odis eresologebis mier manis moZRvrebaSi eresad _ Tu uarvyofT 

`adamianis xsnis~ ideas, bunebrivad gamodis, rom qristes misiac 

uaryofilia, miuxedavad imisa, rom maniqevelebi aRiarebdnen qristes 

dasavleTSi da budas aRmosavleTSi, Tumc maTi funqciebis mkveTri 

gansazRvrebebis gareSe [lukonini 1966:70].

zoroastrizmisaTvis ki, sadac, avestas mixedviT, samyaros dua

listuri sawyisebi uaRresad mZafradaa warmosaxuli da rac naTe

lisa da bnelis urTierTdapirispirebiT vlindeba [diuSengiimeni 

1962:20], manis moZRvreba TiTqosda misaRebi unda yofiliyo, magram 

es ase ar moxda [tokarevi 1986:339342]8. misTvis sruliad ucxo aR

moCnda maniqevelTa ukidegano pesimizmi. manis moZRvreba absolutu

rad gamoricxavda adamianis rols, mis moRvaweobas `sikeTis~ gamar

jvebisaTvis `borotebis~ winaaRmdeg brZolaSi [lukonini 1966:72; kaci 

1955:173].

�  im dros, roca zoroastrizmi damkvidrda, sxva religiebisaTvis samyaros urTierT

dapirispirebuli sawyisebis esoden Camoyalibebuli sistema, rogorc am swavlebas 

axasiaTebs, ucnobi iyo. 
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rogorc Cans, es pesimisturi mimarTuleba iqca dabrkolebad Sa

bur IsaTvis maniqeizmis `msoflio religiad~ aRiarebis gzaze.

miuxedavad imisa, rom qristiani eresologebisaTvis maniqevel

Ta moZRvreba `dedaberTa laybobaa” [kaci 1955:173], igi mainc war

moudgeneli siswrafiT gavrcelda mTels imdroindel msoflioSi, 

CineTidan mokidebuli egviptis CaTvliT da moicva romis imperiis 

provinciebic [lukonini 1966:72; kaci 1955:168; staviski 1977:178] da 

es maSin, roca TviT iranSi tradiciuli zoroastrizmisaTvisac ma

niqeizmi `eresad~ iyo miCneuli [pigulevskaia 1956:333].

maniqevelTa moZRvrebis esoden swraf da farTo gavrcelebas gar

kveuli mizezebi apirobebda: jer erTi, sazogadoebis dabali fenebisaT

vis manismieri formula _ `erTi RmerTi sxvadasxva saxeliT~ savsebiT 

misaRebi aRmoCnda da, garda amisa, swavlebis ganvrcobis sistema kar

gad iyo organizebuli. marto iranis aRmosavleTSi TviT manis mier 

SerCeuli Tormeti qadagi (misioneri) moRvaweobda. mervaSi maniqeuri 

saTemoebi (monastrebi) daarsda, aseve mravali maniqeuri Temi Camo

yalibda SuamdinareTis qalaqebSi [lukonini 1966:173] da mr. sxva.

rogorc irkveva, am procesidan arc aRmosavleTi saqarTvelo ga

morCenila. jer kidev Zalian adre ivane javaxiSvilma aRniSna, rom 

saqarTveloSi maniqeveli misionerebi moRvaweobdnen [javaxiSvili 

1951:306307]. v. heningis mier gamocemulma fragmentma ki `maniqevelTa 

misioneruli istoriidan~ gvamcno isic, rom qarTlSi (varuCanis qveya

naSi anu iberiaSi) umoRvawnia manis erTerT mowafes maramos [heningi, 

1944]9. igi pirveli mociquli iyo aRmosavleTSi, romelmac Tavis moR

vaweoba manis sicocxleSive daiwyo [staviski 1977:178]

iTvleba, rom qarTlSi warmodgenebi qristianobaze swored ma

niqevelebma Seqmnes [wowelia 1975:7; gagoSiZe 2000:27] mefe amazaspis 

dros [wowelia 1975:7]10. gamoTqmulia mosazrebac, rom maramos qa

rTlSi, ara mefe amazaspis, aramed cota mogvianebiT, mefe revis 

dros unda emoRvawna [sanaZe 2001:145146]. Tu am mosazrebas leonti 

mrovelis cnobas SevajerebT, igi ufro sarwmuno Cans: `ese rev mefe 

daRacaTu iyo warmarTi, aramed mowyale da Semwe yovelTa Wirveul

Ta rameTu smenil iyo misda mcired rame saxareba uflisa Cuenisa 

ieso qristesi, da aqunda raime siyuaruli qristesi da aman mefobasa 

Sina missa arRara _ vis uteva qarTlsa Sina yrmaTa kvla, romelsa _ 

igi amissa uwinares da pirvel kerpTa mimarT Seswirvides msxuerplad 

yrmaTa: da vidre igi iyo mefed arRaravin kvlida yrmaTa kerpTaTÂs, 

aramed cxurisa da zroxisa Seswirva ganuwesa. amisTÂsac ewoda mas 

rev marTali~ [qarTlis cxovreba 1955:58].

� heningis naSroms vuTiTeb  m. wowelias wignis mixedviT [wowelia 1975:7].

�0 ase kiTxulobs m. wowelia varuCanis qveynis (iberiis) mefis sakuTar saxels HBZ _ 

xabazi(?).
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maramos misioneruli moRvaweobis istoriidan Cans, rom qarT

lis mefes manis swavleba gauziarebia, magram leonti mrovelis Tx

zulebis mixedviT mefe amazaspze amis gavrceleba cotaTi gaWirdeba. 

qarTlis am mefes arc ki ecala gulmowyalebisaTvis. rev marTlis 

mimarT ki saistorio wyaros cnobebi didad sayuradReboa: revi 

warmarTia, misi coli sefelia, xom afrodites kults eTayvaneba da 

mis gamosaxulebas aRmarTaven kidevac mcxeTis garemoSi, erTerT 

borcvze [`qarTlis cxovreba~ 1955:58] da, miuxedavad amisa, _ `daRa

caTu iyo warmarTi~, mas qristezec smenia: `...rameTu smenil iyo misda 

mcired...~ adreqristianuli eresologebis mixedviTac xom maniqeve

lebs mxolod raRac smeniaT qristeze [kaci 1955:173].

e. i. raRac doniT qarTlis mefe da, albaT, warCinebulTa raRac 

nawili III sis 70iani wlebis dasawyisSi manis moZRvrebas eziara. mere 

ki iranSi varahran Iis mefobis dros kartiri iwyebs Tavis radi

kalur qmedebas. es is kartiria, romelsac Sabur Iis dros swored 

mani ecileba pirvelobas, rogorc qurums sasanidebis karze.

Saburis warwerebSi kartiri ki ixsenieba, magram friad mokrZa

lebul adgilze da `xerbaTis~ mokrZalebuli tituliT. e. i. ixsene

ba, rogorc `avestis ganmmartebeli~, anu `avestologad~ [lukonini 

1969:84].

varahran IIis dros ki kartiri ukve `varahranis sulis mfarveli 

da ahuramazdas magupatia~ da Tavbrudamxvev karieras ikeTebs. amas 

is apirobebs, rom sasanidebma saboloo gadawyvetileba miiRes: zo

roastruli religiis kodificireba unda moxdes da sistemurad 

unda damkvidrdes `iransa da arairanSi~, anu igi mebrZol da meomar 

religiad unda gadaiqces [lukonini 1969:8688].

mani, Sabur Iis memkvidris, hormizdardaSiris, an iqneb varah

ran Iis mefobis dros wamebiT asrulebs sicocxles (albaT 277 wels) 

[pigulevskaia 1956:330], xolo kartiri, ukve `ahuramazdas magupati~ 

Tavis `satriumfo~ warwerebiT gvamcnobs, rom `iransa da arairanSi~ 

man mospo mravali religiuri mimarTulebis Temi (anu maTi taZrebi 

da monastrebi) da maT Soris maniqevelTa sadgomebic am warwerebSi 

iberiac ixsenieba [lukonini 1966:7576].

iseve, rogorc manis mowafeTa Zalisxmevis Sedegad, maniqeizmis 

geografiam moicva saqarTvelo iseve ver ascdeboda igi misi saZmos, 

anu monastris ganadgurebas.

me nekresis `didi kvadrati~ maniqevelTa monastrad mimaCnia da 

igi iseTive doniTaa ̀ arqiteqturuli eresi~, rogorc zoroastruli, 

aseve qristianuli sakulto xuroTmoZRvrebis mimarT, rogorc TviT 

manis moZRvrebaa eresi am orive religiuri doqtrinisaTvis.

mgonia, rom is xanmokle periodi nekresis `didi kvadratis~ funq

cionirebisa, rac publikaciaSia aRniSnuli [WilaSvili 2000:72], mxo

lod ori aTeuli wliT Tu SeiZleba ganisazRvros.
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`did kvadratSi~, maniqevelTa am monasterSi,  aRiniSna, rom Tavmoy

rilia calkeuli dasesxebuli arqiteqturuli Temebi. gegmarebas ki 

safuZvlad samyaros kosmograma, anu mandala udevs da am arqitetu

rul konglomerats emateba monastris ganaSenianebis koncefcia, ro

melic mxolod budisturia. igi gamoixateba gegmis kvadratulobiT, 

centraluri sivrcis gamxoloebiT da mis garSemo garkveuli siste

miT senakebisa da sakulto funqciebis mqone saTavsoTa ganTavsebiT.

sakmarisia Tvali gadavavloT I-III ssis budistur monastrebs qala

vanidan, ghaidan an kunaladan da mr. sxva adgilidan (sur. 5154) [mar

Sali 1951:322348], rom gacnobierdes nekresis monastris Seqmnisas bud

isturi (an brahmanuli) samonastro dagegmarebis sistemis roli.

budisturi religiis damokidebuleba maniqevelTa saZmoebisad

mi mZafrad gansxvavdeboda qristianebisa da zoroastrelebisagan 

[staviski 1977:178]11. aRmosavleTSi budizmi da maniqeizmi didxans 

Tanaarsebobdnen, Tumca bunebrivia isic, rom maT Soris faruli 

brZolac mimdinareobda. mTavari aq isaa, rom maniqevelTaTvis savse

biT misaRebi aRmoCnda mzamzareuli budisturi samonastro orga

nizaciebi [litvinski 1971:121; belenicki 1954:39].

is, rom maniqevelebs maincdamainc budisturi samonastro arqi

teqturuli koncefcia unda gaeziarebinaT, TviT manis monaTxro

bidan Cans upirvelesad. XX sis 30iani wlebis dasawyisSi egvipteSi 

mravali maniqeuri teqsti aRmoCnda da maT Soris manis nawarmoebi _ 

`Tavebi~(?), `kefalia~. Zegli IV saukuniT TariRdeba. igi kopturi enis 

erTerT dialeqtzea Targmnili. teqstis avtobiografiul nawilSi 

mani gvauwyebs, rom `...ardaSiris (pirveli sasanidi mefe _ g. y.) me

fobis bolo wlebSi me gavemgzavre saqadagod.... hindoTa qveyanaSi, me 

vuqadagebdi maT sicocxlis imeds, me iq SevarCie kargi saTemo (am si

tyvas _ `saTemo~ k. Smidti berZnulidan naTargmnad miiCnevs da misi 

azriT igi Sesakrebels unda aRniSnavdes _ έκκλη), da Semdeg, roca 

mefe ardaSiri gardaicvala... me gavemgzavre irans~ [Smidti 1933:48; 

diakonovi 1961:400].

rogorc vxedavT, mani Tavis qadagebas indoeTidan iwyebs. es qveyana 

misi pirvelsaqadagoa, da garda amisa, ra SeiZleboda manis indoeTSi 

`karg~ έκκλησιαd aReqva, Tu ara budisturi an brahmanuli monasteri, 

anu iseTive gegmarebiTi sistemiT SemuSavebuli nagebobaTa erTo

blioba, rogoric paralelebis saxiT warmovadgine da romelTa kon

ceptualuri anasaxia nekresis `didi kvadrati~.

nekresis `did kvadratSi~ sxva movlenac SeiniSneba da, Tanac, Se

uiaraRebeli TvaliT. misi gegmis `naxati~ Seicavs `svastikas~ da mas 

�� marTalia, teqsti romelic amas adasturebs, albaT, VI ss ganekuTvneba, magram yve

la niSnis mixedviT aseTi kavSirebi manis moRvaweobis pirvelsave safexurebzea sa

varaudebeli.
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qmnis araTanabarmklaviani afsidiani nagebobebis urTierTmimar

Tebis 180iani proeqcia [ximSiaSvili 2001:36] (sur. 55).

svastika Zveli induri arqiteqturuli traqtatis, `manasaras~ 

mixedviT dasagegmarebeli dasaxlebis erTerTi sqemaa, ZiriTadad 

didi qalaqebisaTvis rekomendebuli [tiulaevi 1939:5; korockaia 

1964:7177; savarenskaia 1984:196197]
12

.  amasTanave, mandala ̀ nandiavar

ta~, anu `netarebis savane~, romelic grafikulad aseve `svastikaa~, 

kosmogramaa sakulto funqciis mqone ganaSenianebaTaTvis [singxi 

1986:35] (sur. 58).

budistur monastrebSi `svastika~ TiTqmis yovelTvis SeiniSneba 

(metnaklebi sicxadiT). mag., kuTxis saTavsoTa, svastikis mklavebi

seburi ganTavsebebi ukve naxseneb kunalas monasterSi, an kidev xa

lermohras monasterSi, ZiriTad kvadratul samonastro farTobze 

kuTxis areebSi damatebiTi kvadratuli darbazebis gamarTviT [mar

Sali 1951:68] da sxva (sur. 5154).

budisturi religiisaTvis `svastika~ erTerTi `logoa~ (sur. 57), 

romelsac konkretuli mniSvneloba aqvs miniWebuli _ igi atarebs 

budas ezoTeruli swavlebis ideas [kuperi 1986:189]. aqedanvea das

esxebuli maniqevelTa mier `svastika~, rogorc `jvari~, ufro zustad, 

rogorc is emblema, romelSic cnobierdeba jvris krebiToba, misi kre

biTi simbolika [kuperi 1986:190]. is `jvari~, anu `svastika~, romelic 

nekresis monastris gegmis `naxatSia~ asaxuli, maniqeuri kosmogoniis 

nawili unda iyos.

maniqeuri moZraobis esoden adreuli etapisaTvis CemTvis ucnobia 

miseuli xelovnebis nimuSebi, arqiteqtura ki saerTodac ucnobia.

mogvianebiT Tavisi kulturis centrebs qmnis es devnili religia 

da aRmosavleT Turqestanidan (igive CineTis Turqestani, turfanis 

mxare) cnobilia maniqeuri kedlis mxatvrobac, miniaturac da naqa

rgobanic [herteli 1971:102,269; busaRli 1964:434443] (VIIIIX ss). ma

gram monasteri, sadac kedlis mxatvrobas miakvlies, rogorc Cans, 

maT mier nawilobriv aTvisebuli budisturi Sesakrebeli iyo [fon 

le koki 1928:108111].

aRmosavleTSi maniqevelebi verc daiwyebdnen samonastro arqiteqtu

ruli koncefciis Camoyalibebas, iq maTi warmodgenebisaTvis mzamzareu

li sivrceebi arsebobda da maTi kari farTod gaiRo maTTvis. budizmi, 

xom maniqevelTa mimarT imiT gansxvavda zoroastrizmisa da qristiano

bisagan, rom man Tavis wiaRSi miiRo isini, iq ki manis moZRvrebis mimde

varTagan, rogorc ki `damoukideblobis~ raime saxe gaCndeboda, `dia

logic~ am or aRmsareblobas Soris maSinve dairRveoda.

�� Smidtis naSroms vuTiTeb diakonovis wignis mixedviT.
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is ramdenime `axali~, rac nekresis maniqevelTa monasterSi gvaqvs 

budisturi saTemoebisagan gansxvavebiT, aris upirvelesad afsidiani 

sivrceebi,  gegmarebiT ̀ naxatSi~ svastikis Seufaravi asaxuloba, nage

bobaTa sruli gamxoloeba da a. S. es yvelaferi sakmaod logikurad 

gamoiyureba. msgavsi samonastro organizacia, romelic ase moewona 

manis indoeTSi, saqarTveloSi ar arsebobda da, Tu daarsdeboda, ma

Sin raRac meti unda eTqva am arqiteqturas _ maniseuri moZRvrebis 

koncefciebi, SeZlebisdagvarad, srulad unda ganxorcielebuliyo 

aq. rogorc sCans, asec moxda nekresSi.

is, rac Cvens winaSea `didi kvadratis~ saxiT, materialuri cdaa 

ideologiasTan Sesatyvisobisa. saqarTvelo aseTi cdebisaTvis, co

ta xniT mainc, sruliad Tavisufali politikuri are iyo. Sabur Ima, 

xom misca ufleba manis Tavisi ideebis Tavisufali qadagebisa, yoy

manobda kidevac _ eqcia Tu ara manis moZRvreba msoflio religiad.

vfiqrob, rom nekresis maniqeuri monasteri rev marTlis mefobis 

dros Seiqmna (mefobda daaxloebiT 265_280 wwSi), Sabur Iis gardacva

lebamde (mefobda 240 wlidan, gvirgvini 243 wels daidga, aResrula 

272 wels). ganadgurdeboda ki kartiris religiurreformisturi 

eqspediciebis dros, varahran IIis mefobis daswyisSi (276_293 wwSi).

rogorc aRiniSna, maniqevelTa monasteri Tavisufal politikur 

da religiur sivrceSi unda Seqmniliyo _ saqarTvelo ki cota xniT 

aseTi sivrce iyo: qristianoba jer saxelmwifo religiad gamocxade

buli araa da am dros manis mociqulebi qarTul aristokratias 

maniqevlobas aziareben. am dros xom maT iranis Sahi swyalobs da, 

amdenad, zoroastruli Temebi maT dafuZnebas win ver aRudgebo

da. armazis elinistur panTeons  ki, rogorc Rrmad poliTeistur 

samyaros, radikalizmi ar axasiaTebda da, garda amisa, am xanmokle 

periodSi maniqeizmi erTaderTi religia aRmoCnda, romelic didi 

mefis xeldasxmuli iyo.

am monastris saxiT arqiteqturuli idea Caisaxa, magram mas gan

viTareba aRar dascalda. samonastro koncefciis ganviTarebis mcde

loba moxda, magram, samwuxarod, verc ki vivaraudebT, Tu ra saxes 

miiRebda am religiuri doqtrinis sivrcobrivi samyaro.
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The discovery of the architectural ensemble in close vicinity of early Christian 
monastery complex in Nekresi, in 1997 formed the subject of this article. The site 
was located below the Christian complex, on an open area, on the right bank of the 
Sasaxlisxevi river, in Kakheti (east Georgia). A group of buildings, consisted of seven 
independent structures, were inserted in a 50 m sided square that accounts for the 
name Nekresi “Big Square”. The plan of the complex was central and cruciform con-
currently. The centre of the square was shaped by the layout of rectangular buildings 
and by the position of other four apsidal structures.  

The Nekresi “Big Square” did not exist over long period. As the investigator of 
the site, Dr. L. Chilashvili mentioned, it has been removed deliberately. The walls 
of the structure evidenced an intentional demolition. Afterwards, on its basement a 
new residential building was constructed. 

Dr. L. Chilashvili carefully dated the site back to the end of the third and to the 
beginning of the fourth centuries and considered it as Zoroastrian fire temple, ac-
cording to the entrances, which were cut in the corners, but not in the centre of the 
buildings.  

The date of the site was determined by stratigraphy and therefore it is trustwor-
thy. However, considering the complex as Zoroastrian fire temple according solely 
to door position seems insufficient.

The complex probably served to religious aims. The strict organization of the com-
plex planning, as a cosmogram, points up that we face cultic system. It is obvious as 
well that various architectural thematic is compiled here and serves to one idea. The 
location of the complex on a lower land indicates that religious doctrine, expressed by 
architectural methods, did not search for dominant place. Probably it complied with 
other religions existed in that region or it was confident in its mission. The fact that 
the demolition of the complex was not connected with invasions or destructions of 
the country, means that the role of the religious doctrine has been simple exhausted. 
Apparently, a religious doctrine that was reflected in the Nekresi “Big Square” was 
not firmly established in Georgia, as the victory was not expressed by triumph. The 
religious institution was simply replacement by residential. Usually new, successful 
religion intended to build its sanctuary on the place of previous one.

The complex with this kind of planning in Caucasus was documented exclusively 
in Georgia. It shows its oriental origin and fits well in with Mandala system. 

In the third century AD, especially in the second half, the ancient world evi-
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denced fundamental political and religious changes.  Sassanids at the beginning of 
their reign declared themselves as genetic, political and cultural successors of Ach-
aemenids. In other words, they inherited Achaemenids World Empire and started 
the process of reunification of the provinces. For a successful revival of the empire, 
unified and combative religion was essential. The eastern provinces of former Great-
er Iran practiced Brahman and Buddhism. Particularly Iran’s provinces worshiped 
Mazdaism and Zoroastrianism, while Syria spread Christianity efficiently.   

Around 240 years Mani began his religious teaching. As Mani believed, he 
preached the world religion. King Shapur supported him and promoted the spread-
ing of his teaching all over “Iran and non-Iran”. Manichaeism, despite of its dualist 
nature, appeared unacceptable for Christian Heresiologists and Zoroastrian priests, 
however, for a number of reasons it spread extremely fast from China to Egypt and 
Roman provinces. Firstly, it appeared to be the only religion doctrine, which was 
supported by the King. Secondly, for the lower layers of society the formula of Mani 
“One God with Various Names” (he acknowledged Jeshua, Zarathustra, and Buda) 
was acceptable, and thirdly spreading of the religion was well organised.  

During the reign of the King Revi, in 270’s Manichaeism reached Georgia as well. 
The eleventh century Georgian historian Leonti Mroveli informs us that the King of 
Kartli accepted Manichaeism. The fact that the King of Kartli professed Manichaeism 
as a result of Mani’s apostle Mar-Amo’s religion activities is proved in “The History 
of Manichaean Missionary”, the fragment of which was published by W.B. Henning. 
Presumable, a part of Georgian nobility acknowledged Manichaeism as well.  

The planning of the Nekresi “Big Square” suggests that it is a monastery com-
plex. A number of architectural styles are assembled there, such as Parthian-Sas-
sanian Balcony (Lebanon) and centrality of Buddhist monastery with its cruciform 
and diagonal development, which is based on the world cosmogram, Vaastu Purusha 
Mandala. The fact that Manichaean monastery was based on Indian monastery sys-
tem is told by Mani himself in his “Kephalaia”. India was the first place where he 
preached. It coincided to the last years of Ardashir I ruling. Mani found in India a 
favorable community, a place of worship - Ecclesia. What Mani could possible wit-
nessed in India and considered as a perfect place of congregation, if not Buddhist 
monastery? 

Later in Iran during the ruling of Bahram I Kartir commenced his preaching. 
Zoroastrianism became codified and combated religion in “Iran and non-Iran”. The 
temples that served to other religions have been devastated. In that period inscrip-
tions Georgia is mentioned as well.

Presumable Nekresi Manicheian monastery was build during the rule of the king 
Revi (265-280), before the death of Shapur I (died in 272). The monastery could be 
canceled throughout a religious- reformation campaign of Kartir, in the beginning 
of Bahram II reign (276-277). The construction of Manichaean monastery probably 
was considered in free political and religious space. Georgia appeared to be liberated 
place for that time span. Christianity was not announced yet as state religion. Mani 
was supported by the Shah of Iran, and Georgian Zoroastrian community could not 
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resist. In general, Georgian pagan pantheon was not characterized by radicalism. 
The Nekresi “Big Square” illustrated that a new architectural idea has been con-

ceived, however it could not expand. It was an attempt of monastery concept de-
velopment and we could not even suppose how this religious doctrine may appear 
in reality. However, it obviously created a new Georgian architectural theme – so-
called “three-church” basilica, the type of basilica where walls divide naves, but not 
columns. “Three-church” basilica (the term established by Giorgi Chubinashvili) is 
suggested to be a Georgian phenomenon.

It is worth of mentioning that Nekresi early Christian monastery complex (fourth-
seventh centuries), which overlooks the Nekresi “Big Square”, consists of several 
churches of “three-church” basilica type.       
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viT).
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fiani).
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da x. muxitdinovis mixdviT).

36. dedoflis mindori, mTavari taZarkaribWe (i. gagoSiZis mixedviT).
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JDI – Jahrbuch des Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts. Berlin.

EW(NS) – East and West (New Series). Roma 

Pr.K. – Propyläen Kunstgeschichte. Frankfurt am Mein – Berlin – Wien. 

Zm – Zeglis megobari. Tb. 
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