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Natalia Adamyuk

Contribution of Deaf Researchers of Ukraine to the
Development of the National Sign Language

The beginning of the 21* century was marked in Ukraine by positive
changes in the Ukrainian state policy regarding the language of the deaf com-
munity. For a long time till the 1980s, sign language (SL) did not function as
the language of teaching and communication in all academic facilities for deaf
children.

At the end of the past century, the leaders of the Deaf Community, name-
ly the heads of regional organizations of the Ukrainian Society of the Deaf
(UTOG), sharply raised a question of the use of SL in education. This position
was also supported by teachers who had devoted all their life to the education
of deaf children and came to the same conclusion - i. e. the need to use the
language of the deaf in teaching.

Aiming to draw the attention of researchers, teachers, education au-
thorities of Ukraine, deaf children’s parents and representatives of different
public organizations to the expectations of the deaf in the field of education,
the Ukrainian Society of the Deaf conducted the following nation-wide con-
ferences:

- History of teaching the deaf in Ukraine (2000),

- Problems of rehabilitation of the hearing disabled in Ukraine (2002),

— The present stage of education and upbringing of the deaf (2005).

This latter conference promoted the aspiration of the Ukrainian Society
of the Deaf to establish a research center for studying the national SL, as no
serious attempts of studying SL in Ukraine had been made previously. The
only and legitimate research work known so far is the practical manual of the
Ukrainian scholar Mr. Kraievsky R. G. (1964), intended for “employees of
deaf schools, employees of enterprises of the All-Ukrainian Society of Deaf-
and-Dumbs and the students of deaf-and-dumb pedagogical departments at
pedagogical institutes”. As the author points out, the manual is his attempt to
systematize gestures and signs of “mime-and-gesture language” [7].
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