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The handbook to be discussed is — according to the foreword - the most
important result of a research network program with the same title (COMSt),
funded by the “European Science Foundation” (June 2009 to May 2014).

It is an introduction into the study and edition of Oriental manuscript
cultures, i.e. those from the Near and Middle East as well as North Africa. It is
not quite as handy with a size of 17.8 x 3.8 x 25.4 cm and 677 pages.

The fact that this introduction treats only manuscripts from the
above-mentioned region (Greek and Slavonic manuscripts are treated as well)
is not immediately apparent from the title. However, Bausi, one of the editors,
explains the term in the context of this manual in a general introduction:
“Oriental’ in the COMSt perspective actually embraces all non-Occidental
(non Latin-based) manuscript cultures which have an immediate historical
(‘genetic’) relationship with the Mediterranean codex area”(p.2).

The chapters and sections are authored by many - more than seventy
- researchers in their individual fields of expertise, some well-known. The
structure of the manual follows the work areas of the underlying project:
There are five main parts which mark the chapter headings: 1. Codicology,
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2. Palaeography, 3. Textual criticism and text editing, 4. Cataloguing, 5.
Conservation and preservation.

The quality of the contributions correspond to scientific standard and
provide a good first access, even for the interested layman, to the large field
of Oriental manuscript studies. The contributions are up to date and do not
neglect computer-based procedures either.

For the first time a comprehensive presentation of manuscript research
dealing with Oriental manuscripts in one volume is provided.

All in all, this extensive handbook is a useful companion, which provides
a reliable overview of the sometimes confusing field of research into Oriental
manuscripts and manuscript cultures. It should therefore not be missing on
the desk of an editor of Oriental manuscripts or in a seminar dealing with
Oriental manuscripts.

Michael Muthreich
Patristic Commission
Gottingen Academy of Sciences and Humanities

3odmbo 9, 2017 293



