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David Chikovani. A History of Councils of the Church of the East in the 4th-
5th Centuries (Acts and Other Material). Tbilisi: Kalmosani. 2019. 202 p.
(In Georgian)

The history of the Church of the East, also known as the Persian Church,
Syro-Iranian or Nestorian Church, has never been a subject of separate re-
search in Georgia. This is surprising, especially because it is impossible for
the Church of the Kingdom of Kartli, which directly bordered Sasanian Iran,
not to have had some sort of relationship with the Church of a neighbouring
country. Although this topic has been mentioned by a few Georgian authors
(M. Tarkhnishvili, G. Mamulia, G. Kipiani) in their monographs or articles, it
has not yet been fundamentally studied in Georgia.

Therefore, David Chikovani’s book is a kind of breakthrough in the hu-
manities in Georgia. Its main value is that it is based on primary sources. It
contains acts of the Councils of the Church of the East, and a list of ecclesiasti-
cal canons that this Church accepted which were published in Georgian for the
first time; namely, the acts of the councils of the years 315, 399, 410, 419/20,
424, 484, 485, 486 and 497. The author discusses all the acts separately, and ex-
plains theological, historical, geographical and other important questions re-
garding them in the text and footnotes. The author is clearly familiar with rich
western literature about the Church of the East which he also uses in his work.

Based on the studies of primary sources, the author makes several major
conclusions, amongst which, in my opinion, the most important is the one
concerning the status of the Georgian Church. The author believes that from
420 AD, the Church of Kartli, together with other South-Caucasian churches
(Armenian and Albanian/Arranian), became part of the Church of the East.
Acts of the Council of 420 AD, according to which a representative of the
Church of Kartli (Gurzan) was present, are shown as an argument supporting
this opinion. At the same time, the author denies the claims of the Church of
Antioch that the Church of Kartli (as well as Church of the East itself) was un-
der the control of Antioch. The author considers the introduction of the title
“Catholicos“ in Georgia to be an additional argument in regard to the subor-
dination of Kartli to the Church of the East. In my opinion, the scholar’s above
mentioned conclusions undoubtedly merit attention. The author does not dis-
cuss the topic of the Church of Kartli exiting this subordination in the present
book, but as far as I am aware, he has discussed it in his different works. I hope
that this book will become a foundation for the future integrated complex re-
search of the history of the Early Christian era Church of Kartli, and its status.

David Chikovani’s book is an entirely new statement in Georgian his-
torical studies. The knowledge of the history of Church of the East and direct
access to its primary sources provides new perspectives for studies about the
Georgian Church and its relations with bordering Churches in the early Chris-
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tian era. Diligent studies on these issues might revive many interesting topics
in Georgian history and give us an opportunity to see them in a new light.
I consider the young and talented scholar D. Chikovani (a PhD student at
Sokhumi University) to have given us a new and significant direction in the
humanities in Georgia with this book, which, from this author’s point of view,
is truly an achievement.

Dr. Nikoloz Nikolozishvili

Independent Researcher
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