bogs bmgzgMos
0emosl bsbgemdfogm mboggmbodgdo

353569930 03396093L Jmeols:
326900 5 3msbgdo msbozob md3o (VI L.)

Loggobdm Lo®yggdo: 396980, semsb980, dMInsdsM9980, BodsbB 0.,
bobsbosbgdo, rodogs

330565680306 656530, d30BsbB 05 s Lsbsby&o 0Msbo godymwdgdom
006 dmEbgb gem3obgmmab Lobsdmatm &ghodmcogdobmgol. mebogo-
Lo s 0d9600L Lodgrmgdo bsb ghmo, bsb dgmeg 0339600l dm3sgdotg-
900 56 gobomgdo 0ygbgb, 0dol dobgrgom, mn Mo 3mbongdo gzegeom
3936 dmem botrggdl 30335L05T0. VI Loyznbgdo Lobobosbgdls s dobsb-
&09magdl mEo bsbamdmogo mdo 3gmboom 35335L0580 dos@mbmdobio-
30b: 039600b ™30 (526-532 §F.) s msdogolb mdo (541-562 §F.).!

532 Fgmb 0nb@0bosbglb od3mmds@gdds gdmagl Lobsbne 0MHebmsb
39300mB80l sdystgds. o3ds bmbem I-3s modogolbs s bmdbgmol (s0-
bgbodoghggdo B80bobE0gmadl omdmubs, Lobsggmmm 3o, oymb@obo-
0699 3o 11 000 B96G0 MmJHmb 3MbGMd (300 doobos.? 0Mobgmgd-
3s, mo30L G0z 50boTbgl, ™I gb mderm 30335L00L M@gmE gboemgdals
5(335L dmbIothgdmes (Greatrex and Lieu 2002, 96). mmgm@gbomgdols
533> 3609369mmz560 0gm dmImsdastrgms Fgdm@ gzgdol smbogzggmew
5 33bo3MbEOHMmMadmo®, Mm9ds DmaxgH doom dormgdl 033gMngdo be-
oo30bmEs 0y9690bgb. LLom3mbm Bogob” Bgdwga, dmzmg Mmoo,
000605693 Mo30L dotomo domgdl moego dmeysts, Goms Reo-
Mmgm 983603590 356omagdol, bmmm o@omosdo mbammgdol Fo-
boordmga ©ofym Bodase.’

9QOm gohmow ob. Mitchell, 2015 Dignas and Winter 2007; Daryaee 2009.

2 Loboby®o 06sbol Fo3o bmbEm I smbndbsgws, B™MI 3MEBMdNE0s 39335L00bL
Mm@ gbomgdol @abaiegem ogm bago®m (Greatrex and Lieu 2002, 96).

3 09b@06056gL doge gbodmgdmmds, domgdol 360836gmmgsba 6sFomo, HmIgmogs
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30b56@09mgdds domo 3ogmgbol §398 dmdigmm mobogsdoi N3go
dmozoegl 8gbo. o obobo 3603369cmmz96, LM ga0Mmo dgdstgmdals

3gdmbg (3069Lb03ogMHggdL ©3mMbGOMMdBgb6. 0ml@E0bosbgd sommedobs
3986sb (30b69-domado, Hm3gmoi g3mbmdogol dmbm3mmobgdol dmemo-
8030l gobo@otgdmow 9dbnTgbgrmmzgsbal (396@Mo odis. 3Mm3m3o
39LoG0gmol Jobggom, 3356 godmofgos saommdMmoggdol wowo v3-
Boymezomgds, 5xobygds s bsbobm®o 06sbol Ibstgh gosbgms.? mobo
9emBgdol gobo@olb Bgdmga, 3m3m3ol godm(3980m, s00boBbs yggmes
Loggomg, GoLoE mMmodogs dmy@obos 06Msbl, dso Jmeol ol HGMI ,Hm-
dogmms dofgdolb gmggmfmondo dotrzgs gdmdgm domdstrmbmegsb
dobo 3mb@®mmmob J393 0dbgdmes” (Prokopios 2014, 106).

bmbEO™I 3osfy3089, 35dmgygbgdobs dmzgdmmo Fgbodmgdenmds,
3ot Bg360ds s goboibows, momgdml 03900580 3nbgdol Bgdm-
&930L Logmmbol sboogdmsee doomms (Evans 1996, 158), Lobsdco-
30m980 30, Madgdol obIstgdoom, madozsBo gogds. 541 Fgmb bsbe-
60569335 semys Bgdmam@yglb s somgl 3g@®s. 39&Mab 3oMggmo sengs
mod030lb m3ob 3o6ggmo 360Tgbgmmgsobo drdmems ogm, mdol, BHmIg-
mog 21 Famo gog®dgmes (541-562 §F.). dommg a¢dsd 11-3, cmodms dg-
393, 503mshobs HMB 0Msbgmms 3d6Hdsbgdmmds dodsbGonmdg Motgbo
oym.’

modgdds s d0dsbG0gmgdds 06obol Fobsomdwgs 3039060 go-
Bosbmgl. 3596305693 mmBs ModNE-30DobE0NMIs domgdds bgm-bgmms
©50(y9L oz39Mmammo 3mbo(30900L sdMNMBYds. Jom 0Mmsbgmgdo (sbg-
6oL Yo b (3030Lmsb) drdmmsBo osdot(3bglb 550 Fgmls, dmdwggbm
Pamb 30, 39@6s 5009l o osba®m0gl.b 3g@Msl smys, msbozol Mol
gho-ghmo 13b033bgmmgabgbo dmbszggmos. Hmaméi 308 gt 3odgho
5mb0Tbsgl, 39@Mol 3990l Bgdmga Lobsbosbgdl Ibmmme 3306y Bod-
&03n60 Fo63dso@gdgdo 3gmbosm 35335L05F0, sbg GM3, 0mbB0bosbgl
Bg9dmm, mxérm 3300000 dmgbobs megolo domgdols 3mb(39b@®MoMgds
o@omosdo (Heather 2018, 265). o033, bobdHmb 0dotsbgdol smostg-

50dmbogmgol ogogos, RMoommgm sx3M030bs ©s 0@omoolb Lodbgotm 3583560-
980bogol 80dmgygbgdobs (Greatrex 2005, 488).

4 30BbGogmms mz5mbsdGobom, 033mMHG-9dL3mOE0L Imbm3mmos, bsdstrmmosbo
04m, M1500a56 330m, MeDgdo 0bgg Megz056m0 J39960l PLsRMMbMgdobmzgol obooc-
696, oboi of d0BDobGon®o 3s0bodMbgd0l ymaxzbs NdGHMbzgmymaums (Evans 1996,
158).

5  36mgm3ob Jobgogom, bmbEmm3 andedmsb, ,Ms3 Bgodmagds Bydowm oo gbdomtmeo”
35bobFmMgdmow, sbo dmogo Jgmdstog 3o goadegbs ghomammo Latmab, Bom-
300l batommdoo (Prokopios 2014, 137).

6 0Msbgmgdl 3g@msl Fgbothnbgds 58 dmmo@ezn®, bEMsGgaonm bodnszosdo
d3060 9RrgdmEsm: ymzgmPmonman mMo gdbdgooios 35063 oym bagodm, Hm-
dgmmegob gthmo do0b(s 0gdbgdmms aobFodyma (Heather 2018, 229).
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35 o6 Mboms. mob 9303960 Sbms Mbozol LedgrmL smImbseg-
mago bsfomo gobs.” bobobosbgdds gotzzgnm Fomds@gdgdb dosmfPogl
396M3ghmagbs s bobm®mogsbol Lotmmdom, MmIgmmsi gohaswo as-
3m0y9bgl 80BDsbB0gmo s mobo dbgecmmdmsgigdols mmsobbdmgds. do-
mbgsgse 0dobs, HmM3 53sL dBodsbGogmmMegsb msdozol dgxg amdsdal
dmgagms dm3ygs, modgdo 33moz0begdnmon 30bobdogmgdols bstrgl
5MAbgb s g0l 333emgemgdol abigs dmombmaggl. gmdasdol mdidmbo
dds, Foog II, madogol Gob@dy 9300s. 556 Fgmb d0dsb@ont-tmsdy®as
domgdds Lobobosbms s03dool Bg@ggs Imoggcogb BoLoLMsb. dBobobo-
9madL dmabrsm dobodogmoms sxsbggdol RobBmdss mebogol Ladgzmb
Réomm-obogmgom bofomBo. gbs, Hgsmadem, mebozol mdal gehro-g6-
00 dmmm g30dm©o 0gm. doemg, LobobosbgdlLs s dodeb@ogmadl Bmeal
©OHMgd000 3dz00mds YoM s, bmmm 562 Famb mMImzossmfemo-
360 B30 o©aL. 0615635 Mmoo 3MbGEEdY(300 Joomm dodsbG00bgsb,
moB0ogs d0bsbGogmms aogmagbol §398 omhs. bowsgm bogombow ot-
Bo Lgobgmo, Mmobogol Lodgrmb ymezomo goboemo. dob go6dg3m, odmm-
3580000 o35 30093 owebsbl geg®dgmmes.

modo3ol mdo IHogomdbmog Loob@gtgbm dmgmagbss, Gmamey
3mmo@03nco, obg Lsdbgodm s Lmgosma®mo obEmEool mgombsd-
60oboo. d30ds6G0gmgdol, 06MHbgmgdobs s Modgdol gotws, dsbBo, g3-
65bool LEGY3gdol IMIMedsMg bambgdo, 3Mbgdo s smebgdoz 0y3bgb
Rorormgdo. LGo@0580 JgbPogmomos domo ImboFomgmdols Lsgombo
modogol mdTo.

3m3msd569ggd0 bombms oo gosbsbmgdol g3mdol (III-VI Lb.)
6Omb o 3ol Igdrga, 33006 Mo Loy 3mbggdsdwy, sdGoncs dmbs-
Fomgmdbab sbmm smBmbagmgmbs s smdmbogmgom ggtm3dsdo dod-
©0botrg o LsdbgEOHm ©306H0L30MgdgdTo. dmImsdstrg bombgdals
Fo3do@905L Lodbgmm sb3stgddy, obEmMMozmbo 309 396900 ,,8mIms-
d6gmdol 3oMomdbl* ffmwogdl (Kennedy 2003, 16-17). 3sco0 dmdms-
do6g 3bmahgdol Fabo ogm ghom-ghomo 93d60Tgbgmmgsbglbo Rod@meo,
OmIgmoi gobs3ommdgds, M3 doo 3gsgoem N3gmgbo dgmdhgdo,
300063 d0sM, 13go 30dobob@Momgdnm ©s godstmnmo Lsdbgo-
6o LobEgdolb Jggybgdl. ImBmedstggdo LEY3gd3o (3bmgcmdobgb, Lo-
Jmbgemb 8Fyg3bogbgb, bomotmdobgb ©s ymggmmmon®ew ofghom-

7 30bgco Bogmomgdl, Hm3 modogolb mo gobsmo, bgsbgmo s b3gndbos, otsbgm-
0 3mb@mmmd398 dmgdie 551 Famb, Hmmgbai 398Mabigh dodsgsmo gdbdgwo-
300L Bgmsyto dobgos, Mm3 0d MMM 396 Rogoomms s msTJMHmdol Bods-
O9mgds Jg33oms. 5356 ImIwgzbm bymo Femal g568sgmmdsTo gobbadmats mdals
3Lbgmagemmds, dMdmmes boggsbdm bodsgMggdobmgol s odmmBodonto dsbggztg-
30 mMogg IMowsb, ™Msdozol 3om3zgmm Joghmmgaombgddg aogmgbol dmbedm-
390moc (Heather 2018, 232).
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69dmbgb (36gbmMLbMBSLS s FB30mEMLEMBSBo. gmggmo dsdszs(so,
Om3gmbsg 3m@gbsoydor dggdmm dddmms, mdob éOHmL dgmamow
3560bomgdmes.? gb o6l Jodgbo 0dobs, ™I dz0MgMoEbmgsb ImIms-
dsthg @m3gdL dmakge NBGO™ domamo Lsdbgomm 3m@gbiosmo 3dmb-
oM, 300Mg 03 J394b69dL, HMIgmms magl gbbdmwbab. 330565680396
boboTo d0dsb@ogmgdois o L3sOLgmgdos (3EOMMdbIb, msgosbm
3mg3o3806ggder gd3050 IMINsds69980 b Mmog05bmo Lsdbgotm 3033s-
60gdobmgol 350633 @ogdoMsggdobosm dsmo 3bgbmbebo xoto. 3mbgdo s
omobgdo dotromsz dmbofFomgmdbgb 30dsbGon®m-Lobobnd wo3docol-
306 gd530, mobogob mdob (541-562 §F.) Lbgowsbbgs g@s3dg dso mtogg
0339600L Ibstrsdbot MdGIMmOosm.

smsbgdo

3mdmsdstrg 06bmmgbmgsbo @m3gdo, dom TmMol, omsbgdo,
smMbgdo, GHmJbmmsbgdo s 05boggdo, LotIsGmm 3mbugogtsoosl
93903b6mmbgb.” HmMIsgmagdl 3oggmoc I bamanbgBo Fgbzwbgb, Hmwog-
Lo, HMIogmds agmamoxnds, 3md3mboyl dgmsed obobo sbg osbsbosms:
HLLo635@9d0] Bo380m0 s Fgostromgdom yzgmodg sbmmb 56056 3s6-
009mgdmsb, mmmbo 335360 3og0Lb Fgbedsdobow, mgommbsi NudH™m
LobBO03bo 560s6" (Romer 1998, 110) Mmamc (3 d3mINsdscggdl, dso 56
3dmbrsom MMdbmmo (3966 gd0 s IMIMedsthg (3bmgegdsl Jobroggro-
696: ,Jomogdgdo 968 sdzm o st IMBngo LabmaMgdgmo sanmagdo.
Loomo doobowseggh Lodmg®mgdo, sbws #39bsbgnmo b og3bgde-
mo 3@©3gd0, 0doo 305009396 530560 JmMbgdsl o IMsd dsbszgd o
Ebmgemdg6“ (Romer 1998, 110). IV boginbolb ®mIsgmo s3@mo, 5do-
bl 3o (39m0b9bo, ®m0mddob 03o39L 039mEBL s 0dsbos 5mboTdbsgl,

8  LE®o@ga03mbob dobgrmzom: ,0b0bo 3otgom 0@sbgb Loibal, boigoggbs s aogotzgg-
B3b, Boasb ImImodstg bombo st0sb” (Strategikon 2010, 116). Gmamed s HsblL, do-
B96@09mgd0 50056930696 dmBmedetrgms 3063390 babosmal 93oce@gbmdab.

9 smobgdo gho-ghmo @dzgmgbo ofsbgmo GmBos (smsbgdo, Ligomgdo, Lszgdo,
Lo®Bo@gd0, Bobogg®gdo), HmIgmos 968 039M0 bobal s3@MEMgdolmzal 3bmdomos
I bo3ybowasb (Abaev and Bailey 1985, 801). 306390 batds@gdo, Bggmmadeog,
s dgmmmaon®oe 3OmbmGOmzzol 3NmENOMLmsD sbmEotMogdosh, ®mIgmdsc
LodbMgm MEemoEsb J3gdm gmmaol Hganmb3o Rsdmboiames s Jgdwgy Atrwo-
o 3mb@mam 1LE93Bo, d3.§. IV-III LoyznbygdBa. BogMszaol OHML, Latds@ms
MomEgbmds 350dbsMms s 0bobo ®edwgbodyg xanBew ©s0y3zbgb — smsbgda, sm-
Lado, HMJbmEsbgdo s nsdoggdo (Cunliffe 2001, 402). 530569L Jotrzgemobabols (IV
b.) Bobggoom, ,gb omsbgdo (Lbgswabbgs bambo, MHmBgmms smtroibgs sbms Logo-
O™ 56 560b) ©gsdofolb mE bofomdyg 90056 goymazomgdo, doa®msd, sbggg, ©o-
5@ 3ImEgdnmado ghmdsbgmobash s sbg@osmmdgb gotmmm Logh3ggddo,
MHmam®s, B3gnmadeog, 8mImedsmggdo 0d393006. @Omms gob3ogmmdsBo, obobo
3996000560696 gt Lobgmol J399 s 0fmad0sb smsbgdsw, R3gmmgdgdals, bo-
399M0bs s Bgosmamgdol dbasglbgdol gsdm (Ammianus Marcellinus 1952, 391).
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O™ bLommBo@gdo yzgmoxtom 3nbgdl 3335656, 0Mdis, bogmgdsw 39-
M gdo 560sb (Ammianus Marcellinus 1952, 393). sbggg, smbodbsgl dm-
309600 ©g@&omb dsmo Fqb-F3gmmgdgdols s babosmols Bgbobgd — ™3
omobgdo 3dg0b356g, 353530 s 3dmegto 3gmdhgdo 56056 s 369693
500530560L Lgom3gdoom BHmozgb” (Ammianus Marcellinus 1952, 393).

smdbms bofomas TV bomzmbolb dmmmbogol basmbmes oo gomsbob-
30530 doomm Imbsfomgmds s dmgmo ggm3ol gogmom goboomgd-
06 ghmo 3069690l bobgget 3nbdnmdg mobsbmms 0dosb 30 Atwo-
mMm9m 586035303 30 908mRbs.!’ smsbms ob Bofomo 30, GmBgmogs
bomboms oo gosbobmgdobsl ggtm3dsBo o6 gowsegows, Ahoommgm
39339L0530 oMhs s 30bgdol sbsgmgmobzgh dogmaool wMmL, IV
Lomgmbol BofFmOrmmbl, 3o335Lb00L N0sbgmTo sbobmes. 3o335L00b
omobgdo gobbobmmbgb 3mb@m-3oL30olb LEg393do, 39335L0mbol Jgools
Losbemmggl, dobotg ymdsblbs s dobo Fgbstrmegzowsb, dgmgbhmso-
©56 (sbogmgmom), otosmol Mmgm@gbomsdwg (smdmbsgmgmom).
50§yl 3330060 (3bmzMgds o bgmo 303yzgb JoFomdmgddgogdobs
5 39bogdmbemgmdsls (Abaev and Bailey 1985, 801-803). 0b@0bosbgl 3g-
Momolb d0dsbGogmo dgds@osbol, 3mam3o 3gbatogmal dobgwgzom,
omobgdo 30335L0mbol BmgdlL omds, 3ob30ol 3oGmedrog bmzgMmdbab,
093696 ©33m9Y300098mgdo, bJotow 0y3zbgb oMsbgmmes dmzsgBomggdo
5 M3dgOHmMdbgb d0dsbGngmms s domo bbgs 3@Mmadol Fobssmdwga
(Prokopios 2014, 467).

009600b 3yHmdol Fgdgga, 620-006 FemgdBo, Lobobnds 0cHobds
bgmom 0gm s6M0smol 360, HBmMIgmoag, 3oL30ol oMb (otydsb-
©0) gemo®, 35335L0mbol dotngMol yzgmsedg 3608369cmmzeb FTao@oml
PomImoagbos. domo 3mbdHmmom, 06sbgmgdl Jggdemme dmzegdotg
o6 dmdotogbg dmdmodotg 3gmdmmgdo godmgygsbsm Rmommagm 3o3-
39L00©sb 0396M0sLs s Mebogsdo. Igmgasw, V-VI bonznbggdBo semsbo
3mJo6o369980 LobobmEo 06sbol Lodbgtm 3533560930L b3oMo dmbs-
fomggdo aobobgb.

omabgdo, HmImgdos 39boddnmo dmdo®mozbg Bgmathgdo nyzbab ggo-

10 36Hm3m3ob dobgogoom: ,obms goboomgdo dgm@oolb dmgol (sdmgol) dosdmgddo,
B033ommdsl  godmdignmbo, agMdsbgmms Jagybobigh ©s0d®bgb, GmBgmms
Sbms 5Mb3gdL 3MfTmogdo s Brobsty o0baligb, Bgogmagl Go smobgdo,
amonco FomrdmTmdob bommbo® (Prokopios 2014, 148-149). Ggosd®mto gb&mbo
3omeagmobo 3Bmzm3olb ,0mbE0bosbgl ™Igdol” 3mIgb@etrgddo Lodstromosbor
0mb03653L, BHMB smobgdo o6 093696 ammaEo bombo. obobo 0Msbmmabmgzsbgdo
093696. sbggg, 96 3@303gds 35bOmMgdol ymxybs sbg smImMbsgmgmom, sdmgal
3005dmgdB0. Jomo 30Mzggmo ma3esbbdgdo HmIsgmms Gghmo@mmngddg (401/402
§.) o onbsol Bgg0mbl Fggbm. 3ol Bgdrgs 3obomgda 396358 gdol obogmg-
000 dmgd3696 (Prokopios 2014, 148-149).

11 o6-0-5msb 0Mobnmow smsbmes 3o6b 6086s3L.
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3656& 0306 b3bobs s 9o LomzmbggdBo s JbobyOMdbgb Ihsgsmo
03396 00bs 09 LsdgEmML EOHMBoL J3gd, Lbgs ImImedstrggdol Jbgsgbswm,
doMomosm, (369bmLbgdo 0y3bab. 3gsgmom Fndgdom smgmmzomo ddo-
39 3935mgcos s bmdmdo 3bgbmbebo Imabitrgdo. dggdmmo ddommmm
ofymdom H5bdgdsm ddmms. LFGHoxgdlbs s 3sbggtnmagdl, 3oMasw
9bgebgdmosm bgmImdgdobs s dobgzomagdols 3odmygbgds sbemm d&dm-
m5To(3. 556930 IMINd569980L B03NH Gogd@ozolb Jobroggzwbgb - 364
M 396069390l o BMoban® Fg&ag39dL. 36gbmbbgdl gots, 3gsgmom
39000 RoM03, LoEbmgMgdmadol s B5653930L oboegem. mnmdss,
om3bms 300356 93060 gbmdsl, Js0b(s BbgMmds Fotdmowmagbos.'

m3b030L m3Fo smobgdo dmbsfomgmdbgb (36960LFysmmseb dédm-
moTo (449/550 §.). Jogbgmogo datbobs, dom gsbbsgnmtgdom godm-
0hobgb mog0 83 dGOdmmsTo, ol Fgbobgdoi 0bxzmEBoiosl 3Bmzm3n
39LoG0gmo agofgol. 3Mm3m3ol Loob@ghgbm RMegdgb@o dm3ysegL
osemobo dgmadcols Fgbobgd: L9000 smobmogsbo gogzoEmdoms s Lbg-
memob dosemoo gsdmhbgbomo, dmIgmbs 08300me 3oMgsm gbgtbgdmms
mMogg AbGom obegdol LHmms, owas dsbsz0l dg@ow goftm Bgbobg-
mgmBo s Ymzggmagzsho Immmmobol 30698y, ssd6M3mms F9d&9ggbo.
0mobg, mm3sl dg (omsbg amdo), Joshr@m donsbemmgms ol Imyemmoby-
Mo 8 3mMmmon Imzms ob, s 3dMoge OHMIsgmadds s modgdds
bamom 0gaglb 856530 (Prokopios 2014, 479). gb dmbszzgoo a30h3gbgdl
Omgmi bodbgodm adommdolb dogsmonl, sbgag, Eomagnmo smsbo
39m3E0L gobLogmmEgdnm mbGe@mdsl I8z0momLbmdsTo, Mo gobog-
3060 bsdg0ma© 56 5M0b, Moash g3Madool bEg3gdol bbgs dmdmaeds-
699%0b baogbow, smsobgdo, bBoMsw s60sb Imbbgbogdmmo ob@m&onm
TyormagdBo, Hmamtr 3otao 3dzomombbgdo.

B3gb o6 3359d3L Imbo(398980 semobms M3dIol Mobmzbmdsdg do-
bbb 09 0MHbnm 56309dd0, 5doGmd 530L 3oblbobdmahs Hoymos;
0339, d0sbemmgdom Bgagodmos gogesMsmmmm, HmA MHodwgbndg smsbio
3m3modsthg mtogg dbotrgh 0dedmws s domo MoEbmgbmds dmmdogsw
0(33mM9dmEs, fmol oémmgdobs o9 1939330 dmIbosto LbmEosmne-
3mmo@03n6M0 Imgmgbgdobs s Lbgs Bod@mgdol godm.

39bgd0

316 dmInsdotrg §mIgdds bombmes oo gosbsobmgdol 3Gm3g-
Lol sFygdsB80 yzgmody owo Bmmo gobermmagl. 39bgdo ghmo 3mbgs-
69&Mmo @M3do 56 ymBoms, MNI3S 93 LM gdsL dBsgsmo &m3nl

12 ob@mtozmbo 0gz0ow bogmmo aobbognm®mgdoo sx35LgdL oo God@ozne mbstrgdl
0 Lodthdmmm bgmmgbgdsl (Nicolle 2011, 13).
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960056 LobgmPmwadsw bJotom 0ygbgdab. sbGozmcmdabs ©s swg-
memo 9o Lomgmbggdol o3@MMgdol dogh wobobgmgdmemo 3mbgdols
Lbgosbbgs bobgmPmmadgdos: s30f0Mgd0, sm@dbosgotgdo, sbgodao-
900, Sen30mEdNMId0, dshmMgdo, do@Gnantgdo, dnmnanbogdo,
3NGOMaNM9do, mancgdo, mbmandgdo, LotsgnMgdo, Gnbancgdo,
Men@obdnegdo, M@oamcgdo (semobobos 2008, 24). ds;masb modozol
™330 Ladomgdo IMbsfomgmdobgb Gmamm 0Msbgmagdol, oby dobsb-
&09mgdol 3boemgl.* VI bomambol d30bsb@ogmo sg3&m®al, sgomos bm-
m3bBogmbol dobgogom, LodoGgdo ABMsgomtoibmgsbo, dgmdsto &mdo
04m. 30d56@0gmgdo 5535Lgdbgb dsm Lsdbgem Bgbodmgdmmdgdl s
bBoMo 3ysgmom dmzszdomggdsw 36 dmdodsgby xotTo. babsobosbgdo
obggg 06 glgdmmo 094zbgb LodoMgdol odomoggdom msgosbmo
bodbgtm 3533560gd0bomgol.” 3Mmgm3n 3nbos jowgg 9o GmAl,
mbmanegdl 5mbodbsgl, HmImgdo xgM 30093 b0 3ol M3sdy msd-
JHmdbgb od o dsmo Lobgmo saommdMog Gm3mbodozsBo oths
mbmam®obob 3060l baboo. '

obmMonmo Fyosrmgdol dobgrogom, 3ubgdo Lobemmdobgb 3mb-
&m-35b300b bLB93T0, BoMmmm GgMoGMM0sdg, sdmgzol dmgsdwg.'” dm-
3096000 @m3do (ggb Fgdobzgzedo, Lodomgdo o MmbmayMgdo) 39339~
Loob dongdol Losbmmggl IMBMedsOgMIEbD, Smobgdol dgbmdmasco.
59996, 35335Lombols Ymgm@gbomgdol aogmom, mobozsdo, 0dgto-
Sbo s 9md369mTo 0gEmgdmmbab. Mmamé 9339 503608bgm, 0hsbg-
mgdl 83 G0z N306HGgbmds 3Jmbrosm, oMosmols s 3ob3ool 3o-
6ol 3mb@Mmmom, HmIgmms Fysmmdom, VI Loyznbgdo, 0dgcosbs s
mob0g3sd0, Lodbgtm Logo®mmgdabsl, 3nbms IMsgsmMoibmgsbo Mob-

13 535F06gd0 s@omsb 033960580 Fgdogom 3mbos ghom-gMoo §mdo oym.

14 36mygm3ob dobgozom, Ledomgdo Imbos Gmdos, BMIgmoi 39339L00L Jngdmsb
3bm3OM®AL, 0bobo 86056 IMsgommoEbmgsbbo s Lbgowabbgs Bmagmgdl gdbsbe-
69006 (Prokopios 2014, 484).

15 535m05b dobggom, 0bobo ymggmomgol 8Bow 56086, 0emsBJemb wbm JoFaddyg. bo-
530 5 %53530600 bogzdomobow 30dbowggmos Jsmmzgal, Moms bsb ghmo, babss
3gmbrg baembols 3botrglh 0d&dmmmb. b3otew gbBotmgdosh HmMIsgmagdl bdstbgmgd-
056 m3Bo s J060doom, 033m0sb FbstrIgadL s KoTsgz0Mol gosdbrgmgdl domosh
3mgamg Mm3o (Agathias 1975, 115).

16 5350050 dobggom, mbman®abol obglb gb babgmo gfmws 3nbos Gm3dg, mbma«x-
690Dy, 3mmbgdol g035(%3980L smbobabsgaw (Agathias 1975, 72).

17 ob@mMogmbo m@m 3gbbab-3gmugbo donmomgdl, HGm3 3305656803960 Fystrm-
9%0m, 3mbos §mIgdo 093696 30335L0006, Eobs0LoESb (Inbotg M), Bobobo-
56 5 ,,m30009M9b0 BOHomMMgmM0sb” — gb séol 3nboms Jggysbs (Maenchen-Helfen
1973, 101). 36mgm3o0l dobgogom, 3ob3nol 3o6owsb 0fygdmms 3otmasw dm®mfFynmo
BoOOm dmMmMdgd0, bomzgmgbm bgbmbbmdobs o (3bgbgdol ImBgbgdobomzal.
3mbms 00gd3olb dmgmo bombo sdgeb obdmgal dmgzedwg ogm aobbsbmagdammo
(Prokopios 2014, 22-23).
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39%0L Jgdmygebs Fggdmmm. madgdabs s dodsbGogmgdobogol s3ol
39390908 89360 Mmoo 0ym s Nbrgdmosm 3o33obombols Jgoal
sbogmago bofomTo sMLgdmmo dzotg adgdol aodmygbgds. mado ol
™dBo 530l dggzto dogomomo 335d3L. 3mbgdo s smobgdo Hgammote-
mo 56056 Imblgbogdmmo oMsbgmms ™ol J393, Joacmsd dgzhow
08300050 Madgdols s dodbsb@ogmgdol dbstrgl. Hmam d0mam3o
39LoGogmo 5mbadbsgl: ,,0bobo §dobos K%0Tob (369bgd00 dm©0sb obg
(35L300L 3o68dYg), M sMvgz0Met goMgdmgmasl o6 LogoMHmgdgb o
363 7d969dmm saomgdl bgmgdosh, o6 s 03 MEMImLssmo bswo-
™bobs, OmImomsi JoomFgzgb 0dgmool Lodmgmgdl... bbgs dmIgmodg
asbogmgdom M3 Fodmgowbgb, IMsgsmo sdM3Mmmgds gbgogdso s
396 03 369693L a53m0ygbgdgb, HMBmgdoas Josm 34ogm, gobosnwsb dom
sbgommgdom IMsgom saomsl gotgdmgms, oboi odsbgdanm swao-
mgd30“ (Prokopios 2014, 23).

V Loy39bgdo, 39bds gt gdds, s@omsl mmTol Jagd, ggdm3sl
30050Md0bgl. omobgdols dbgsogbow, 34bgdo godmodBgmobgb gofs-
BNemmdom (3696mLbmdsLs s Lodbgmm Loddgdo. Mmami HGmIsgmo
obEME0ogmbo, 530569L dotr3gmobabo smbodbogl, dso yggmoxntal go-
39090 Jggdemmor (3bgbdg KMBobsb.!® Fsg@ozombol LLEG®sGgaozm-
Bob sotgnmo 9o bomimbggdol dodsbGonto Hod@s@olb dobgogom,
mIgmo 30Dsb@ogmms IGHMmadal N306Ms@gbmdgdbs s bobanbdggddg
235336mdL, 39bgdo obgmmazbgdmmo dgmatgdo 0yzbgb, HmM3gmmss
&9J&03960 Mbotgdoz goohbosm. obobo s6Rg3bgb ImFobssmdwgagds
565 3065306 B9 930L oG obsls, 569390 IMmMemmbgm mogslbdgdls
5 LydLsmom FmBocroggdol gdgdol gowogtsl. ghBogbom ©ali@sb(so-
mEo drdmms, Rsboxtgdgdo, dmPobssmdogaol smysdo dmdigas, 6N
1356000693900, 36009 SdMNbgdgd0 (Strategikon 2010, 116).

3mbos Lodbgo®m Loddgdg sEObLgdnmo g305656@ 03060 FTysrmagdo
90b3s ogmomgdgb 3nboms Gogd@o3olb Imdbommdadg s oo gsb-
Logno®mgdam Loibgbmbbm Mbotgddg. dsgsmomaw, 53056nmb Jstrgemo-
bmbo Tadb, Hm3 3mbgdo bndado 093bgb smgmdzgomgdo, Mol Fyo-
mmd0053 3Jmbosm ol LobfGoxg s Imdomatmds, ddmmsdo ™3
a5dmsoMhg3sc dom (Ammianus Marcellinus 1952, 385).

obEmMomaMsx05do 3o3M(39mgdanmo 3emodgs ob, Hm3 39bgdo dbm-
mme 36gbmbbgdo 093bgb, Jagomom o6 0dOIMbgb s sM Losemym
Loddg omebgb. dombgmogem 0dobs, ™I 3ol got33gmmo Logmdzg-
mo 5g3L, dBmgoghomo Fyostrm s335600 Jonmomgdl, md 3nbgdl dggomo

18  53056nL Bot39mobabol Bobgogom, 3mbgdo 00mddol BnBogtgdmmgdo 56006 ms-
30560 (369693%g, OHMImgdoz 93&0bgd0, Joacmed Ig@ow Fgmbgosggdo o60sb. dma-
R Jondg oMo Faboom bbrgdosh s obg 53909896 Rzgnmgdog baddgl. sbg-
690%9 moboo 09 Mmsdom, yoosh o9 yoommmdgb, §s896, bLgsdgh ws obggbgdgb
(Ammianus Marcellinus 1952, 385).
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ROM0 3yogmom, MHmImgdoi Jggomms o BoMgdL 09gbgdwbgb d®dm-
moTo. Rsdmdggomgdnem 3mbgdb 3gmbosm Lomsobswm wbstgdo, Moms
906 dmmom Jggomms s Jggoom d8z0meombobmes H0ggddo. ob Ksd@o,
O™ LESG03NM0 OMIsymo Jggomo oMo sbgcbados Fsdmbfgmwms, Re-
Loxgdmes s o93st36gd0bs Immetgdg 3ubgdo, Jommomgdl 0dsdy,
™3 domo bofomo Jggomom 0dcdmes (Nicolle 2011, 13). mhggmemm Rsbl
3mbgdolgsb, bbgs dmdmedstry @mdgdol dbgogbow, J3gomo xotol s-
Joroggds Lodbgomm 3033560930Lmgol, gobbogmm®gdom 3o, Losemym
LogBobomgal. 3mbo g3gomgdo Go3gbxrgcdg s60sb bsblgbgdo, dsm Bm-
0L, 0bE060569L MB9dT0. sg5m008 bymemob@ozmbol Jobgwgzom, 3dodgw
sgn®30mo g3gomo badoMgdo dodsb@ogmms KxocTo dbobyOmdobgb
mabo3olb mdBo (Agathias, 1975, 87). scbsboBbsgos Gm3 39bgdo dmaxg®
obgo EOML sFymdbgb MecgalL, Bmabsig Lodmgmgddg domo smsbm-
300 (36960Lm30L sEBLs 3Gl domsbo agm. oo mMsFJOIMd9dL b3oMow
3BM3MMGdES SMOMO(3, OMIMmomsi bosgml gbowgdmebgb (Nicolle
2011, 13-14).

3mbomos skgmmo Lssengm Lagddob Bgbobgd dwgbody a30565680-
3060 36mds Jgdmagebs. 441 o6 442 Fgemb, bsobgbol semyol @M™L, dom
a5dm0ygbgl Losmym 3mB 3980, BEYd0, 30d9gd0 S GMSbgdo, dogMsd
9L ofomo Hm3sgm &Yy3998Ls s YdbIMGOMgddg 0ym sIm30-
©gd9emo (Elton 2015, 127)." bmgem mgbbgo dommomgdl, dmd 3mbgdo
ammgddg aoEomgdom LsB0Tgdo 09ygbgb, GMowash asEomgdoom Y39,
Remdbab Losemym bogddgl. 5dob Fysmmdom, 3mbgdl Jggdmmo wogzs-
3900650 Jomogdgdo, HmIgmms gosmBgboem dmbobemgmdal o8 y3939dc-
696 o dmbgdomas yowbgb (Lenski 2015, 232-233).2 gb ob@mEommo
Tyormagdo, doomsmsw, s¢omasl 3mbgdl gbgds, GmImgdos HmIsgmgd-
Lo s g9M3sbmm m3gdL IV-V boninbggddo 9d6dmmbab s smgolyg-
dmo 3dmbrso domo Losmym bogddyg, doa®msd ,mobogzolb mdob 3ybgdo®
- mbmg M gdo s Ladomgdo, HmImgdoi Aommgm 30335L05T0 sLsk-
mEbgb s Mmsbozolb m3o dmbofomgmdbab, 33 wMmobmgol sbsemdm-
Lobemggdo 093bgb. Hommmo Fotdmboagbos, Gm3 dom dodsbGono s
Lobobyo Losemygm bogddg sbgm Imzmg Mo sgmz0Lbgdobom s godm-
99969806500 domo B y399d0 bosmym 3s6gdsbgdol gbegdbgmaew. mamtrs
Bobl, Lodo®madL Losemgm Logddolb (3Mwbs o GMswoEos N339 3mboom.
m3b030L m3To godstrmymo 3g@Msbs s st Jgm3mmobols semygdo o530l
396a0 3ogsmomos. gdmmBgbomo Fyormagdo Loob@gMgbm ©g@omgdl

19 360LEMRIG 3gmo FooRbggl, GmI IMbms RKsMdTo GmIsgem Gyzg 0byobcHgdba(s
0996980696 Lasemym Logdabogal (Kelly 2015, 205).

20 3089t 396m@mbol dobgogom, ob xod®o, GmM3 3Mbgdo goMzzgmmo 3gEommo
Bmmdbgh Losmym begddgl, Jgdmga 30 030§ygd96, Mbws Boymmomgdogl 0dsdy,
6md gorombsbl @bmn®o Focm3mImdol godmmom 0bygob&mgdl 0ygbgdwbgb (Purton
2009, 11).
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3350300056 3mbos Lssmym bsgddgdg mobozol ™ol 3gMom©To.?! 3Grm-
3m30 3gbstrogmo Faml, O™ Lodocgdds godmogmbal GMswoEonmobasb
a5bbbgoggdmmo, dbmdndo Gocmsbo.?? ol dodob@ogmgdds godmoygbal
39863Lmsb s Lobbsbgdds s Jgm3mmobmeb (Prokopios 2014, 485,
492). gz hobl, Lodomgdo gsdmoomo dgmatgdo 0yzbgb, HmIgm-
oo@ 999dmmo Lodbgm 35335600l OHML Fgddbom Lo mmmygdmsb
353353905, 5003380690, sbamo Fgmmmgdals, badnsmgdgdol godmam-
6935 5 35dmygbgds Lysemym dmddggdgddo.

LodFMbodHme, obGmMonm FysermgdTo o6 Fgdmagtbs 36mdgdo bo-
3060 (3696mLbbmBdsLS @ Lodtdmemm MoMgdymmgdsdy, doatmsd Bgzgbo-
30b 36mdomos Msdwgbodg drdmems, HmMImgdBa(s 0bobo IMbsFormgmdo-
696, 3o ImEol, 3g@Eal semys (550-551 §F.), sérgdgm3mmoabiol semys (551
§.), dobodogmms osxsbygds (556/557 §.). Gmamér Dgdmm smzbodbgm,
3o godmogmobgl bssmym Logddob 3mmbs, agbggdosb 3dodgw smgm-
3000 J390m9dss3 8 Bgagzodmos 3035Msmm, M3 Jsmo Ibgotrmds
30bgb0dsgmgoms dmmmzsmol, dmdstsggdol gdgdol dmBemabs s 3@ Mol
&9M0GMM05dg MM 9dobmgobss 3odmoygbgdmes.

30b56G 096 s Lobby® KeOTo 3nbms MoEbmzbmds msbogzol M3l
a56353mmdsTo 0(33mgdmes. gaz0dmos gogotomomm, MM medo ol
™dob Lbgomabbgs 9@e3dg osbmmgdom 5-086 12 50sbsdg ImImnsds-
g dmbsfomamds. gbadmms, 0msbgmms LadbabnE®3o 5 smsbo Lado-
603 30 YmxBomoym, bmemm 2 50sbo d0dsb@ogmms MogagdBo (Agathias
1975, 87, 115) m3ol csbobeanm 98o3dg (556-557 §F.).2 bogstromoms,
™3 IMINsdsgms Mo(zbmazbmds yzgmady oo 551 Famb ogm, Bmwog-
Lo 069bgm Latrsml, dghdghmal, 12 smsbsdwmg 3mbo 3gsgms dodsb-
&ogmms foboomdmga. dmdmsdstrgms 53 MoEbmgbmdols Hoddob ymens,
LaBomdym 3OMIMa398Ls 9ddbos dom. o9 3Mmzm3n 3gbatogmb
396§3nmbgdom, Bgodmgdmes, o6 odmMAomgdmobgb dg&m3gmgl
3 dsobgdgdl s oo Bosbo 30ggygbgdobsm 0Msbgmms gaMobmgol. o3
36md0sb Rsbl, HmMI 5dob go63399mo 3odmLomgds s 3M9(39096&0

21 3mbors Lssmym Logddgdg obEmGonm FystmgdBo Mudm sMgnmo bmdgdag
23593, dsgomomac, 451 Fgmb, s@omol msBgdmobash gomosBo, HmIsmemo Jommo-
Jgd0l semysTo dImgdzg30L Fgbobgd. cdis, dsmo Lodbgoem 0bg0bhgdo, $BzoMo
365 J1Mbgdo, 56889 MmIsgmo GYy39gdo 96 ©gdgmGoMgdo Mbos ymyomoyszbab
(Maenchen-Helfen 1973, 201).

22 3986l omyol @MmL 30bsbG0gmms dmzszdotggdals, Lodotgdol godmambgdamo
&56560L Jooget Losbemgl Fotrdmomagbos ob, GBI 3mbLEONJ30580 Goitgdobs
©5 dgmgdol bogmow dbmdndo §mEgdo oym g3sdmygbgdamo, dgmo 3o Fbmmme
900 — M300mb GoMobo. Bzgmmgd®og, »31" GYs3900m 0ym eBIMMmoO. gwg-
350, 306dsbs dgzta dbymdmdo gedmmomms o dobo dmEdmgddy Bgygbgdsi o6
bogdmes bogotm. mMBmi 3o3L, HMIgmbai ob sn@g3ms, Mmsgzobnamew Bggdmm
®830L0 FBMYd0c 35059@9bs 0l Bgdabdogh scgomasls (Prokopios 2014, 485).

23 069bgmagdL 3 smobo badoMo 3gsgmom ga0o 530 Fgmb, bmIbgmBo meddermdabsl
(Prokopios 2014, 37).
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36bgdMd®s. 5308m3 IgMmdgmgd bogMmbomg aod8mohRobs s Moms st-
§99693mmo ymxzomoym 3mImsdstrgms dmMBomgdsbs s obodmobs-
Bo, bmmme 4 smsbo 3Nbo Es0GM3, 8 5030 3o Lomsbswme ssxknm-
M3 s go1d3s (Prokopios 2014, 490-491). 3mboms IMsgsmEobmagsbo
65bdo, Jgbodmmes, oo doems oym bedbgotm 3033560530, Bogced dom
03693mdbo 8 ¢Mab303mobmdsl, 36033bgmmgboe agdstemgdabs
ROMO.

Omamég gbgoogm, hzgb Logdsmobo obmmonmo Fystrmgdo agod3Lb
0dobongols, Hm3 g5dmzgo33momo IMm3msdstg §mIms dmbsfomgmds do-
BobBoyM-bobobye ™IgdBo 8dogmmzogaobosdo. sbggg, Jgagodmos go-
LomdEM™ omon, BHmameg 003bobs s dBodob@ ool Imgosgbggdols s
dmg3s3806ggdal gogmgbsdg mobogol mdol Medgbodg Lodbgotm 389-
35605F0. IMInsdstrgms dmbsFomgmds madozol mdBo 3603369cmmzebo
©9&3m0s 0mbEG0b0sbgl Mm3gdobs VI Lomzmbgdo s ymzgmmgol ¢Mbos
50603bmb 3305656803996 bobsTo IMIbs® 3mbxrmod@gddo ggtrm3sbs
5 sbemm smImbogmagmdo.
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During Late Antiquity, the Byzantine and Sasanian empires constantly
fought each other for control of territory. One area of their conflict involved
the Caucasus, where the local Georgian states of Lazica and Iberia fluctu-
ated as allies or client kingdoms of the Sasanians or Byzantines, depending
on changing circumstances. The sixth century witnessed two prolonged wars
between the Sasanians and the Byzantines for dominance over the Caucasian
kingdoms: the Iberian War of 526-532 CE and the Lazic War in 541-562 CE.!

In 532, Justinian’s diplomats succeeded in concluding a peace treaty with
the Sasanians. Chosroes I returned forts in Lazica and Armenia to the Ro-
mans, while Justinian’s chief concession was a one-time payment to the Per-
sians of 11,000 pounds of gold (Greatrex 2005, 488).> King Chosroes under-
lined that the payment was to be made to cover the expense of defending the
Caucasian passes (Greatrex and Lieu 2002, 96). These passes were important
to defend the south Caucasus from the invasions of the nomadic tribes, but
were sometimes also used to bring in nomad mercenaries or allies. After the
Eternal Peace’, for a short time, Justinian was able to use his main forces to
launch military campaigns against the Vandals in Africa and the Ostrogoths in
Italy.* The Byzantine positions were strengthened in Lazica and they controled

For a broad survey, see Mitchell 2015; Dignas and Winter 2007; Daryaee 2009.

2 Sasanian king Khusro (Chosroes) I underlined that the payment was to be made to cover
the expense of defending the Caucasian passes (Greatrex and Lieu 2002, 96).

3 The Eternal Peace or the Perpetual Peace was the peace treaty between Byzantine and
Sasanian empires signed after the Iberian War (527-531 CE) in 532 CE.

4 Certainly, Justinian took the opportunity it gave him to redeploy many of the forces that had
defended the East to undertake his campaigns to reconquer first North Africa, then Italy
(Greatrex 2005, 488).
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all the strategic fortresses of this state. They also built Petra, a new stronghold
to monopolize trade in Lazica. According to Prokopios, Byzantine economic
policy provoked the natives to revolt against the Byzantines and seek help in
Iran.’ Chosroes was easily persuaded by the Lazic envoys. They described to
him all the benefits the Sasanians could get in Lazica. Here, Lazic envoys spoke
about the importance of possessing the Caucasian passes® in Lazica: “annual
plundering of the land of the Romans by the neighboring Barbarians will be
under your control” (Prokopios 2014, 106) - they said to King Chosroes.
Chosroes decided to use this chance. He gathered an army, pretending
that his object was to meet the Hun threat in Iberia (Evans 1996, 158), and
started a military campaign in Lazica with the help of the Lazi. The Sasanians
besieged and captured Petra in 541 CE. The first siege of Petra was the first im-
portant battle of the Lazic War, which lasted twenty-one years (541-562 CE).
Soon, Gubazes II, King of the Lazi, discovered that Sasanian rule was worse
than the Byzantine policy.” The Lazi and the Byzantines renewed their alliance
against Iran. United Byzantine-Lazian forces slowly regained lost positions in
Lazica. They defeated the Sasanians in the battle of Hippis River in 550 CE, and
captured and demolished Petra one year later.® The Siege of Petra was the most
important military action during the Lazic War. As Peter Heather notes, after
the fall of Petra, the Sasanians could make no more than minor tactical gains
in the Caucasus, so Justinian felt much more confident about shuftling sub-
stantial forces back to Italy (Heather 2018, 265). But Chosroes was not ready
yet to admit defeat. The focus of the action switched, therefore, to the eastern
part of the kingdom.” The Sasanians had some success under the command
of Mermeroes and Nachoragan, resulting in a quarrel between the Lazi and

5 From the Byzantine viewpoint, an import-export monopoly was a fair way of making the
Lazi meet the cost of their own defense, particularly of maintaining an imperial garrison in
the country (Evans 1996, 158).

6 The Sasanians already controled two main passes in Caucasus mountains, the Caspian
(Derbent) and Darial gates, but for the military purposes they also needed the passes of
Lazica.

7 According to Prokopios, Chosroes even sent three hundred able warriors and loyal
Commander Phabrizos to “do away with Goubazes as secretly as possible” (Prokopios 2014,
137).

8 For the Sasanians, the cost of maintaining Petra in the political-cum-strategic climate of
the time proved colossal: two expeditions were required annually, one of which had to be
thrown to the wolves (Heather 2018, 229).

9 Heather notes that two of satellite dependencies of Lazica, Suania and Scymmnia, fell
under Persian control in 551, when the commander of a supposed relief expedition for
Petra realized that he was not going to get there in time and changed the direction of his
operations. This set the tone for the next five years, which was occupied in a series of sieges
of key strongpoints and diplomatic manoeuvres designed to win over for one side or the
other the loyalties of Lazica’s various micro-regions (Heather 2018, 232).
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Byzantine commanders and ending in the killing of Goubazes, King of Lazica.
Despite this, the Lazi remained loyal to the Byzantines and demanded the trial
of the killers of the king. The younger brother of Goubazes, Tzath II, ascended
the throne of Lazica. In 556 CE, Byzantine-Lazian forces repulsed the Sasanian
army at Phasis. The Byzantines also suppressed the rebellion of the Misimians,
who lived in the north-western part of Lazica. This was one of the last episodes
of the Lazic War. Soon, the Sasanians and the Byzantines agreed on a peace
treaty, and in 562, the Fifty-Year Peace Treaty ended the conflict between the
empires. The Sasanians received a monetary contribution from the Byzantines.
Lazica remained under the Byzantine influence, but the case of Suania, former
client province of the Lazian kingdom, remained unclear and became a source
of disagreement.

The Lazic War is an interesting topic from many points of view — political,
military, diplomatic, social. Besides the Byzantines, Sasanians, and the Lazi,
other participants were the Nomads from the Eurasian steppes — the Hunnic
tribes and Alans. This study is about their role and involvement in the Lazic
War.

During and after the Great Migrations (3"-6" centuries CE), the nomads
from the Eurasian steppes actively participated in the conflicts on the bor-
derlands of the Roman and Sassanid Empires. They tended to be successful, a
reality that historian Hugh Kennedy described as the “nomad paradox” (Ken-
nedy 2003, 16-17). Their nomadic lifestyle was one of the key factors in why
they were better in warfare than wealthy states with better administration and
a more developed military system. Nomads lived in the steppes, where they
pastured their cattle, hunted, and trained every day in archery and horse rid-
ing. Potentially, every man who could fight was a warrior.”® This is why the
nomadic tribes, while fewer in number, had better military potential than the
many sedentary polities that they confronted. Both the Romans and Persians
tried to make alliances with them, or at least to recruit their horseman for mili-
tary campaigns during Late Antiquity (5"-6" centuries CE). The Huns and
Alans participated in the Byzantine-Sasanian conflict in Lazica (541-562 CE)
and fought on both sides at different stages of the war.

10 According to Maurice’s Strategikon (a Byzantine manual of the early middle ages), “they
endure heat and cold, and the want of many necessities, since they are nomadic peoples”
(Strategikon 2010, 116). It seems that the Byzantines recognized the firmness of the Nomads
as their special character.
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The Alans

The Nomadic Iranian tribes — Alani, Aorsi, Roxolani, and Iazyges, to name
just a few — belonged to the Sarmatian confederacy.' The Romans had en-
countered some of them during the 1% century CE, when, according to the ear-
liest Roman geographer Pomponius Mela, Sarmatians were “very close to the
Parthians in dress and weaponry, but the rougher the climate, the cruder their
disposition.” The tribesmen lacked urban settlements and instead pursued a
nomadic lifestyle, living “in camps all the time and dragging their possessions
and their wealth around with them” Mela also described them as “warlike,
free, unconquered” and “savage” (Romer 1998, 110). Another Roman writer,
Ammianus Marcellinus, echoed similar sentiments in the 4" century CE, not-
ing that “in all respects [the Sarmatians] are somewhat like the Huns, but in
their manner of life and their habits they are less savage” (Ammianus Marcel-
linus 1952, 393). He also gives some details about their customs and behavior,
that the Alans were the fierce, brave, and formidable warriors and had in their
military habits tearing off the heads of their enemies, “then stripping off their
skins and hanging them upon their war-horses as trappings (Ammianus Mar-
cellinus 1952, 393).

The Alan tribes also participated in the great migrations of Late Antiq-
uity. Crossing much of Europe, some of them joined forces with the Alans
and Vandals to found a kingdom in North Africa (5" century CE)."> Other
Alan tribes stayed in the North Caucasus, settling in the highlands during the
Hunnic invasions of the late 4™ century. The Caucasian Alans occupied part of
the Caucasian plains and the foothills of the main mountain chain, from the

11 The Alansare one of the ancient Iranian tribes (Alani, Scythian, Saka, Sarmatian, Massagete),
known to classical writers from the first centuries AD (Abaev and Bailey 1985, 801). The first
Sarmatians are usually identified archaelogically as the Prokhorovka culture, which moved
from the southern Urals into the lower Volga region, and then into the north Pontic steppe,
during the fourth and third centuries BC. During this movement the Sarmatians seem to
have grown and fissioned into several groups —the Alani (or Alans), Aorsi, Roxolani, and
Tazyges (Cunliffe 2001, 402). According to Ammianus Marcellinus (4" century CE): “Thus
the Halani (whose various peoples it is unnecessary now to enumerate) are divided between
the two parts of the earth, but although widely separated from each other and roaming over
vast tracts, as Nomads do, yet in the course of time they have united under one name, and
are, for short, all called Halani because of the similarity in their customs, their savage mode
of life, and their weapons” (Ammianus Marcellinus 1952, 391).

12 According to Prokopios: “Now the Vandals dwelling about the Sea of Azov, as they were
pressed by hunger, moved to the country of the Germans, who are now called Franks, and
the river Rhine,associating with themselves the Alans, a Gothic people” (Prokopios 2014,
148-149). In the commentaries of Prokopios’ “Wars of Justinian’, editor Anthony Kaldellis
rightly remarks that the Alans were not the Gothic people: They spoke an Iranian language.
Also, we have no evidence of the Vandals moving as far east as the Sea of Azov. Their first
raids on Roman territory (in 401/402) affected the middle Danube region. They were then
located west of the Carpathians (Prokopios 2014, 148-149).
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headwaters of the Kuban River and its tributary to the Zelenchuk (in the west)
and the Daryal gorge (in the east). There, they became sedentary and took to
cattle-breeding and agriculture (Abaeva and Bailey 1985, 801-803). Prokopios
of Caesarea, the great Byzantine scholar under Emperor Justinian, observed
that “the country that extends from the Caucasus range to the Caspian Gates is
held by the Alans, an autonomous nation, who are for the most part allied with
the Persians and march against the Romans and their other enemies. So much
then about the Caucasus” (Prokopios 2014, 467).

After the conquest of the Iberian kingdom in the 620s, the Sasanian Em-
pire had taken control of the Dariali Pass® , which, along with the Caspian
Gates (Derbent), represented two strategically important points in the Cau-
casian barrier. By controlling these access points, the Persians had gained the
ability to recruit and bring nomad warriors from the North Caucasus to Iberia
and Lazica. Indeed, the Alan mercenaries became frequent features in the con-
flicts that the Sassanids fought in the 5"-6'" centuries.

The Alans were renowned as mercenaries of Late Antiquity and the Mid-
dle Ages, serving under the banners of many kingdoms and empires. Like
other nomads, the Alans fought on horseback, either as heavily armored riders
armed with spears, or as more lightly equipped horse-archers. These horse-
men fought in close-packed units, were maneuverable, and used javelins and
swords. The Alans used typical Nomadic tactics - feigned retreats and flank at-
tacks. Besides the horsemen, the Alans had infantry, for the protection of their
dwellings, but cavalry was always their main advantage.'

During the Lazic War, the Alans participated in the battle of the Hippis
River in 449/550. They fought bravely despite being defeated. While many de-
tails of their involvement in this battle remain obscure, Prokopios does pro-
vide an interesting vignette about one Alan warrior: “a man of great courage
and bodily strength [who] knew unusually well how to shoot rapidly to either
side. [He] took his stand at the entrance of the stockade, which was narrow,
and unexpectedly blocked the oncoming Romans for a long time. But Ioannes,
the son of Thomas, came up to him alone and instantly killed the man with a
spear, and so the Romans and Lazoi captured the camp” (Prokopios 2014, 479).
This fragment shows the military valor and especially the masterful archery
of the individual Alan warrior. It also strengthens the common reference in
historical sources to the archery skills of the Alans.

The size of the Alan contingents in the Byzantine and Persian armies re-
mains unknown and difficult to determine with any precision, but it is safe

13 Dar-i-Alan means Gate of the Alans in Persian.
14 Historian David Nicolle praises their tactical and fighting skills (Nicolle 2011, 13).
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to assume that several thousand nomads served on both sides and that their
strengths would have varied depending on the time of the year, socio-political
circumstances in the steppes, and other factors.

The Huns

The Huns were undoubtedly the most important nomadic people of the
Late Antiquity period. The movement of their tribes is an important part of the
Migration period (4™-5" centuries CE). The people that we currently refer to
as “Huns” were in fact a diverse group of tribes, including Saragurs, Akatzirs',
Ultinzurs, Tongurs, Bitugurs, Vurugund/ Burugunds, Bardors, Kutrogurs,
Utigurs, and others (Alasania 2008, 24). Of these, the Sabirs were the Hunnic
tribesmen who participated in the Lazic War and served in the Byzantine and
Persian armies.'® “The Sabirs are a huge and populous nation. They are warlike
and rapacious” Byzantine historian Agathias noted in the 6" century CE. The
Byzantines prized their warlike character and military skills, and often used
them as mercenaries and allies. The Sassanids were also interested in hiring the
Sabirs for their military campaigns.'” Prokopios also mentions another Hunnic
tribe, the Onogurs, which invaded Lazica before the Lazic War. Interestingly,
their presence is reflected in local toponymy, including the name of the fortress
of Onoguris."

Surviving sources indicate that the Huns were living across a vast area of
the Pontic-Caspian steppes, extending as far as the Sea of Azov."*Some of them
(Sabirs and Onogurs in our case) settled near the Caucasus mountains, close
to the Alans, and were able to enter Lazica, Iberia, and Albania via mountain
passes. As we have already noted, the Persians had the advantage of controlling

15 Akatzirs were one of the tribes in the empire of Attila the Hun.

16 The Sabeiroi are a Hunnic nation and live by the Caucasus mountains; they are a numerous
people and so divided among many different rulers (Prokopios 2014, 484).

17 They are always eager to raid strange lands and the lure of pay and the hope of plunder
are sufficient incentive for them to fight now for one people, now for another, changing
sides with bewildering rapidity. They often helped the Romans against the Persians and vice
versa, changing sides and paymasters in a very short space of time (Agathias 1975, 115).

18 Onoguris was the ancient name of the place and may have arisen as the result of an
encounter at some time in the past between a branch of the Huns called the Onoguri and the
Colchians, in which the latter were victorious, the local inhabitants then commemorating
the success by naming the spot after it (Agathias 1975, 72).

19 Historian Otto Maenchen-helfen notes that according to late ancient sources, Hunnic tribes
were from the Caucasus, Tanais (river Don), Phasis and “the extreme north” - this is the
country of the Huns (Maenchen-Helfen 1973, 101). “From there [Caspian Gates] on there
are plains suitable for riding and extremely well watered, and extensive level tracts used as
pasture for horses. Almost all the nations of the Huns are settled here, extending as far as the
Sea of Azov” (Prokopios 2014, 22-3).
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the key passages through the Caucasus, Darial, and the Caspian gates, which
gave them the ability to hire large numbers of Huns and use them in their mili-
tary campaigns during the Iberian and Lazic wars in the 6" century CE. For
the Lazians and the Byzantines, this lack of control over the strategic passes
significantly constrained their war effort because they found it much harder
to tap the pool of nomadic warriors and to bring them over the Caucasus via
smaller passages in the western part of the mountain range. The Lazic War of-
fers many examples of this. The Huns and the Alans are regularly cited among
the Persian forces but rarely on the Byzantine-Lazian side. Prokopios testi-
fies to the importance of the Darial and the Caspian gates, and the Byzantine
struggles to recruit among the nomads:

Now if these Huns pass through the gate I just mentioned into the lands of
the Persians and the Romans, they come with their horses fresh and without
making any detour or encountering precipitous places, except in those fifty
stades over which, as was said, they pass to the Iberian boundaries. If, however,
they go by any other passes, they reach their destination with great difficulty
and can no longer use the same horses. For the detours which they are forced to
make are many and steep. (Prokopios 2014, 23)

In the 5" century, the Hunnic cavalry ravaged Europe under the banners
of Attila the Hun. Like the Alans, the Huns distinguished themselves as agile
and mobile horsemen who were experienced in warfare and horsemanship.
As Roman historian Ammianus Marcellinus notes, they were able to do al-
most everything sitting on horseback.?’ Maurice’s Strategikon (early medieval
Byzantine military manual), which enumerated the strengths and weaknesses
of the Byzantine opponents, described the Huns as skillful warriors and able
tacticians who preferred to prevail over their enemies not so much by force as
by deceit, surprise attacks, and cutting off supplies (Strategikon 2010, 116). Re-
viewing late ancient historical narratives about the Hunnic warfare, it becomes
clear that almost all of them agree on the flexibility of the Hunnic tactics and
their prowess in horsemanship. For example, Ammianus Marcellinus offers an
interesting description of the Hunnic military customs and tactics, noting that
the Huns were lightly equipped for swift motion, and that the unusual rapid-
ity of their movements was one of their main advantages in battle (Ammianus
Marcellinus 1952, 385).

It is a widespread belief that the Huns, like many other Nomads, fought

20 “They are almost glued to their horses, which are hardy, it is true, but ugly, and sometimes
they sit them woman-fashion and thus perform their ordinary tasks. From their horses
by night or day every one of that nation buys and sells, eats and drinks, and bowed over
the narrow neck of the animal relaxes into a sleep so deep as to be accompanied by many
dreams” (Ammianus Marcellinus 1952, 385).
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only on horseback, had no infantry, and knew very little about siege warfare.
But some late ancient sources show that they often fought dismounted, us-
ing large infantry shields. When dismounted, the Huns could fight as archers
or ordinary infantrymen. The fact that the static Roman infantry could often
overtake, ambush and defeat Hunnic raiders, shows that a number of them
fought on foot (Nicolle 2011, 13). It is unusual that the Huns, just like other
nomadic tribes, had to employ infantry on many occasions during their mili-
tary campaigns, especially while besieging fortified towns. There are also men-
tions of the Hunnic infantry in the wars of Justinian. Agathias describes the
mercenary heavy infantry of the Sabirs in the Roman service (Agathias 1975,
87) It is noteworthy that the Huns frequently conducted their raids during
the time of the year when there was very little grass available for their horses,
which would have numbered in the thousands. These raids were often slowed
down by large wagons in which they carried their booty (Nicolle 2011, 13-14).

There are several extracts about the early Hunnic Siege Warfare in his-
torical sources. In 441 or 442, during the siege of Naissus, they used towers,
screens, ladders, and rams, but their siege warfare was heavily dependent on
Roman prisoners and deserters (Elton 2015, 127).*' Noel Lenski notes that the
Huns were notoriously much more dangerous than the Goths because they
were much more adept at siege operations. This allowed them to conquer en-
tire cities, whose surviving populations they then took into captivity to serve
either as slaves or, when they were redeemed for gold, sources of cash (Lenski
2015, 232-233).% These extracts, though, are about Attila’s Huns, who fought
the Romans and Germanic tribes during the 4"-5" centuries and adopted the
siege warfare of this period. But the “Huns of the Lazic War” - Onogurs and
Sabirs, who were settled in the northern Caucasus and were present on the
battlefields of the Lazic War, were newcomers to this area. It is hard to imag-
ine that they learned Byzantine or Sasanian siege warfare in such a short time
and used their prisoners to make siege machines. The Sabirs certainly had the
knowledge and tradition of siege warfare. The siege battles of Petra and Ar-
chaiopolis in the Lazic War are good proof of this. Surviving sources offer us
interesting glimpses of the Hunnic siege warfare during the Lazic War.”* Pro-

21 Christopher Kelly also suppose that Roman prisoners of war were used as military engineers
in Hunnic armies (Kelly 2015, 205).

22 This use of skilled engineers from other backgrounds was a common feature of medieval
siege warfare. In the case of the Huns, it would also explain why, having gained access to
these skills, they were apparently lost again (Purton 2009, 11).

23 There are some earlier mentions about Hunnic siege warfare in historical sources, for
example, in 451 CE, during the siege of Roman cities in Gaul, there were siege engineers in
Attila’s army, clearly not Huns, but Roman prisoners or deserters (Maenchen-Helfen 1973,
201).
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kopios describes how “these Sabeiroi improvised a ram, not in the customary
form, but using a new method of their innovation™* that both Byzantines and
the Persians later used during other siege battles at Petra and Archaeopolis
(Prokopios 2014, 485, 492). The Sabirs were clearly ingenuous warriors who
were willing and capable of innovation that allowed them to successfully be-
siege and take fortresses and fortified cities.

Unfortunately, surviving sources remain silent about the Sabir horseman-
ship and their fighting prowess. But we do know they were present in several
major engagements, including the siege of Petra in 550-551, the siege of Ar-
chaeopolis in 551, and the revolt of the Misimians in 556/557. As noted above,
they demonstrated their skill in siege warfare and we can suppose that their
cavalry was employed in blockading fortresses, cutting supply lines, and con-
ducting raids into enemy territory.

The size of the Hunnic contingent in the Byzantine and Persian armies
varied during the Lazic War. It is safe to estimate that between five and twelve
thousand nomads participated in the fighting at various stages of the war.
There may have been as many as 5,000 Sabirs in the Persian army and some
2,000 in the Byzantine service (Agathias 1975, 87, 115) during the later stage
of the Lazic War (556-557 CE).” It is likely that the height of the nomadic
involvement in the war occurred in 551, when Sasanian General Mihr-Mihroe
had some 12,000 Hunnic warriors available for a campaign against the Byz-
antines. Yet, the presence of such a large nomadic force also posed serious
problems. If we are to believe Prokopios, the Sasanian commander was con-
cerned that “these barbarians, who were so many, might be unwilling to obey
his commands and would do some terrible harm to the Persian army” (Proko-
pios 2014, 490-491). This passage suggests prior incidents of insubordination
on the part of the nomadic troops. Thus, Mihr-Mihroe took precautions to
ensure obedience and discipline among the nomads, keeping only 4,000 men

24 They did not put beams into this engine, either upright or transverse, but bound together
some thick rods and fitted them in place everywhere instead of beams. Then they covered
the entire engine with hides and so kept the shape of a ram, and hung a single beam by loose
chains, as is customary, in the center of the engine. Its head was made sharp and covered
over with iron like the barb of a missile, as it was intended to deal repeated blows to the
circuit-wall. They made the engine so light that it no longer had to be dragged or pushed
along by the men inside, but forty men, who were also going to draw back the beam and
thrust it forward against the wall, being inside the engine and concealed by the hides, could
carry the ram upon their shoulders with no difficulty. These barbarians made three such
engines, taking the beams with their iron heads from the rams that the Romans had in
readiness but were unable to draw up to the wall. Roman soldiers chosen for their valor, in
groups of no less than forty, went inside each one of them and set them down by the wall
(Prokopios 2014, 485).

25 The Persians had 3,000 Sabirs in their armies in 530 CE, during the campaign in Armenia
(Prokopios 2014, 37).
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and dispatching the remaining 8,000 - after properly rewarding them - back to
their homes. Such a decision is very instructive — the Hunnic contingent could
be an effective force on the campaign but was also capable of waywardness and
misconduct that could be rather damaging.

We clearly have enough historical data to study the participation of no-
madic tribes in the Byzantine-Sasanian wars in south Caucasia, as well as their
impact on the Lazic War, where they fought as mercenaries and allies of the
Sasanids and Byzantines in several military campaigns. The nomadic presence
in the Lazic War is an important detail of the history of the wars of Justinian in
the 6" century and needs to be mentioned in the context of the wars of Europe
and the Middle East in Late Antiquity.

References

Abaev, V. 1. and B. H. Walter. 1985. Alans. In Encyclopedia Iranica 1/8. https://
www.iranicaonline.org/articles/alans-an-ancient-iranian-tribe-of-the-
northern-scythian-saka-sarmatian-massagete-group-known-to-classi-
cal-writers-from

Agathias. 1975. The Histories. Translated with an introduction and short ex-
planatory notes by Joseph D. Frendo. Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter.

Alasania, Giuli. 2008. Georgians and Pre-Islamic Turks. Tbilisi: Sakartvelos
Matsne. sesbobos, gogmo. 2008. JoGoggmgdo s obensdsdogemo
096 g980. Mmdomobo: bogdoshmggmml doby.

Ammianus Marcellinus. 1986. Ammianus Marcellinus. Volume III. With an
English Translation by John C. Rolfe. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Uni-
versity Press.

Braund, David. 1994. Georgia in Antiquity: A History of Colchis and Transcau-
casian Iberia, 550 BC-AD 562. New York: Oxford Clarendon Press.

Cunliffe, Barry. 2001. The Oxford Illustrated History of Prehistoric Europe. Ox-
ford, New York: Oxford University Press.

Elton, Hugh. 2015. Military Developments in the Fifth Century. In Maas 2015,
125-139.

Evans, J. A. S. 1996. The Age of Justinian: The Circumstances of Imperial Power.
London, New York: Routledge.

Daryaee, Touraj. 2009. Sasanian Persia: The Rise and Fall of an Empire. Lon-
don, New York: I. B. Tauris & Co Ltd.

Dignas, Beate and Engelbert Winter. 2012. Rome and Persia in Late Antiquity:
Neighbours and Rivals. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Golden, Peter. 2011. Central Asia in World History. New York, Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

3odmbo 13, 2021 117



Articles

Greatrex, Geoffrey and Samuel N. C. Lieu. 2002. The Roman Eastern Frontier
and the Persian Wars. Part 2, AD 363-630: A Narrative Sourcebook. Lon-
don: Routledge.

Greatrex, Geoflrey. 2005. Byzantium and the East in the Sixth Century. In The
Cambridge Companion to the Age of Justinian, ed. Michael Maas, 477-509.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Heather, Peter. 2018. Rome Resurgent: War and Empire in the Age of Justinian.
New York: Oxford University Press.

Kennedy, Hugh. 2003. Mongols, Huns and Vikings: Nomads at War. London:
Cassell.

Kelly, Christopher. 2015. Neither Conquest Nor Settlement: Attila’s Empire
and Its Impact. In Maas 2015, 193-208.

Lenski, Noel. 2015. Captivity among the Barbarians and Its Impact on the Fate
of the Roman Empire. In Maas 2015, 230-246.

Maas, Michael, ed. 2015. The Cambridge Companion to the Age of Attila. New
York: Cambridge University Press.

Maenchen-Helfen, Otto. 1973. The World of the Huns. Berkeley, CA: University
of California Press.

Mitchell, Stephen. 2015. A History of the Later Roman Empire: AD 284-641.
Malden, Mass.: Wiley Blackwell.

Nicolle, David. 2011. European Medieval Tactics (1): The Fall and Rise of Cav-
alry, 450-1260. Oxford: Osprey.

Prokopios. 2014. The Wars of Justinian. Translated by H. B. Dewing. Revised
and modernized, with an Introduction and Notes, by Anthony Kaldellis.
Indianapolis, Ind.: Hackett.

Purton, Peter. 2009. A History of the Early Medieval Siege, c. 450-1200. Wood-
bridge, Rochester, N.Y.: Boydell Press.

Romer, Frank, E. 1998. Pomponius Mela’s Description of the World. Ann Arbor:
University of Michigan Press.

Strategikon. 2010. Maurice’s Strategikon: Handbook of Byzantine Military Strat-
egy. Translated by George T. Dennis. Philadelphia: University of Pennsyl-
vania Press.

Topchishvili, Roland. 2008. The Area of Original Dwelling of the Ossetian
Ancestors, Alans. Tbilisi: Tbilisi University Press. oxng3ho3g0mo, Gm-
mobo. 2008. mbos [0bsdstro semsbgdol mogosdomzggemo gobbob-
mg8ol sGgoemo. mdomobio: mdoemobol 1boggclbo@gdol godmdgd-
mMmds.

118



