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I believe that in autumn 1973 I was Shukia's first foreign pupil. I'd come
to Georgia for three months to study the correspondence of Russian and
Georgian poets in the Literary Museum, but the KGB insisted I was not to
see anything, so I decided to switch to the Georgian Language department
of the University and try to learn Georgian properly. I couldn't believe my
luck: Shukia was not only a first-class linguist, but a very gifted teacher who
trained her pupils like race horses. Her mother, the daughter of Tedo Sakhokia
was eager to help, primarily by refusing to speak or listen to anything said in
Russian in her household. Through Shukia I met various stars of Georgian
literature and the arts, and began translating Galaktion and Vazha; later
I progressed to Rezo Gabriadze's scripts, to novels by Otar Chiladze and
Mikheil Javakhishvili. In all these enterprises Shukia was an invaluable
consultant and guide. Finally, when funds magically appeared, Shukia and I,
with Tina Margalitadze, the late Ariane Chanturia and Laurence Broers began
work on A Comprehensive Georgian-English Dictionary which has answered
all the desperate needs of foreign students of Georgian. Shukia proved not
just a precise and knowledgeable lexicologist, but a tolerant and imaginative
participant, when it came to dealing with colloquial, even taboo lexical items.

Shukia had many other successful foreign students: she is responsible for
two, if not three generations of Kartvelologists who have made Georgian the
centre of their careers and of international attention. She was also one of the
most energetic and selfless persons I have ever known, sacrificing her spare
time, her funds, her personal space to help others. Her energy was such that
nobody thought she could die before she reached 100. Her death comes as a
shock and a terrible loss, both personal and professional.

Donald Rayfield
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Dear Nino,

I'm sorry to hear of dear Shukia’s passing. She was such a wonderful
teacher and person. I have great memories of her.
My daughter has the middle name Shukia in her honor.

In love,
Dee Holisky
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