95836393 mmdody
Fa. 953699 sbol bobgenmdob sdmbsogenn®-cobogmmnto
bobFsgerm-bsdgibogtm 396860, s36E G0

306 035 bagormggmmBo baggmgbom-bszmsdgbgmmo
sbm3gcgd0lb ©sbs353:ns67?

boggebdm Lo@yggdo: bogotmoggemmb 93emgbos, bsdmiodmem 398330~
©@MHgmBs, bogzemgbom 0BG Jos, sbomos 3otmggenfmmgdmero, [d. bobm

1. 9gbsgamo — 33emgz0b 06&gMgbo s Jodmogds

gnebaem ,300dmbob” 2021 Fmob 3g-13 bmdg&Bo gsdmdzgybadammo
Bgdo Lol - ,§3. bobm - Jomob dogeh bagdsermggmmb gsdemeb@osbgds
©5 5d0m 356306Hmdgdmmo 35dmf 393980 g3mgboobogob™ - ob3gbs80
©50b3s Fg300b35, ™9 306 3obzd LB Logzmgbom-bs3Hsdgb@mm
3bmzihgdsl LagdotrmggmmBo, ymaxzomo Gyzg (captiva) Jomob cbmgbals be-
xmdz9mdg, 3063 33096gm Joromnm FTystrmgdBo bobmw Imoblgbogds.
0653093569 LSBT0 939390, dmzmagre Fotdmgswanbm Agdo Fgbg-
mgds bLgbgdymmo Lo zombols Bgbodmm gomsfyzg@ol adgddg, 390dme,
o9 30b 0gs LodomzggmmBo Logimgbom-bozMsdabdmmo bmzMgdol
©3bod3dNsb, sbws bbgs Lo@ygzgdom: ngbm JHobGgl ImEodnmmaash ws-
36LgdMmo MmIgmo bodmEodnmm 3omgMosb doomm Lagdstomggmml
(009600b) 93mabosd* Mmogz0Lo Lsdmzodmmm 393330Mgmds.?

1 Ephram Givi Lomidze, ,,Die hl. Nino. Zur Christianisierung Georgiens durch eine Frau und
die damit verbundenen Herausforderungen fiir die Kirche®, Kadmos (13/2021): 9-62.

2 0a9mobbdgds Lodstrmnggmmb bodmiodnmm s3@magnomado dommIsoogdgmo
93maqbost Fobodmgdotg 6oBO™IBo gamgbool gl Lobgmfmmgds o6 aodmoygbgds,

306500056 33mggz0Lb OHmomo RotPmgdo dofomomsm Fgdmozatamgds 3otggmo
s0obfmgnmom, GmBmol  dmbsi  Lodotoggmmb  ggmagbosl  ©3gsdobogmo
©9%8060(300 5 LobgmPmegds o6 3Jmbws. sbggg, 0dg&ns s Lodstmggmm, bswss
dofomoo 0gmmobbdgds dobo omdmbogmagm Bofomo, §obsdwgdsthg 33mazedo
LobmBo3gda dmablgbogde.

3 9x6m dg&o 53 bogoobaol gbobgd ob. 6536m3Bo: Ephram Givi Lomidze, Historisch-
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o3 93mgbool Lsdmzodnmm FotrdmBogmmdol g3mbl@ o mdiool
36Lgdomo 3OMdmMgds 560l ob, HM3 megoe §dobws bobmb, Hmame s
Jomb, o6 3gmbos LogotmggmmBo Loggmgbom ogdstdool oxndby-
3oL MBmgds. Jormggmagdol 3odE0LE 056930l 83 Sbortrm3mmmaon®ds
3mbLE BB gobs30OHmMds sanmmdMogo g3mabool ngMasdJommo (sbm-
36930b Fo6r3mBogmmdsbmaeb® 08353800 gdmmo MHodwgbody gobbbgagg-
3o 303mmgdol FotmdmBmds. Lodmzodnmm Fomdmdogmmdol Jo3m-
09d9%0L LoIMogmosb (6@ 0mdonsb, 0genbsmodosb, 3mb@mwasb,
3mbLE BB 0bM3Mmosb s 5.9.) Lodormzgmml gamagbools doge m3o-
OMIME 50056MHgdnmos 0gbm gMob@aglb dmEodmmolb — §30bros sboMos
306z39mPmegdnmol doge bLodotmggmmb gogdMob@osbgdol ggtbos,”
6m3gemo 1103 (ob 1105 Faemb) Gmob-mmH360bob Logimabom 3Egdsdg
MEommdgm §9935608gds dooRbogl. sdo@ma, Logdotmggmml ggmg-
LosBo @3y 3@30EIR S0l S3330M9dNMO BFSEN(305, MImMImals
00bobdo, Lodotmggmml gamabos mogh oboGosbgym g3magbosw
300d353b s dobo sbsdsdo 1-gm Loy 3mbgBo sbomos dmodmmols dm-
03579gmdobmsb 960l ©s393d06mgdmmo.” blbgbgdmmo M9ob-n@md6obol
369%0L oagbomagds mgdeg gogmgbsols sbgbl Lodotmggmmb god-
60LG056930L dLEMMOMaMsxk05dg. bogdg obss, M g3mgbool 535gsdo-
bogmo obEmMomamozos oefomew M3Modozme 0bostgdl sbotos
dmiodmmol ogh gamagbool oxmdbgdsl LsgestmggmmBo, LFmGgo
0808™3, O™ gb Mogs© bogotmmzgmmb gamagbosd ggh 3ogg 3g-12 bo-
m3160L sbefyolbBo bLgbgdmm saommdmog 30gdsdg sbg gobbodmgms
5 850a06s.%

93Lgdo 3gbotogmols Historia Ecclesiastica-b 9gbfogmed modogodes

theologische Rekonstruktion des apostolischen Ursprungs der Kirche Georgiens Zur
Frage der Tradition der antiochenisch-petrinischen Sukzession auf der Basis der Quellen
bis Mitte des 12. Jh.s. Manuskript der katholisch-theologischen Fakultit der Universitit
Wien 2021 eingereichten Habilitationsschrift (8%s@gds 358mbasgdac. Band 4 der Reihe
Theologische Orient&Okzident-Studien, St. Ottilien: EOS-Verlag, 2022).

4 Y. Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 474-475.

Logotrmggmmb aog@ob@osbgdol bbgs Imiodnmgdol dmmzoFgmdabsi m3o3806mgdab,
ondio R3gbl gmmagd@one dgbboghgdeBo Lodstroggmmb Imgdiggol ob@mEos
©maqboi N306m39mabor LEm®mgo sbtos dmodmmol bobgmb mzo330mgds.

6 o 5 B99wam3d Bw.: Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 23-29
0@ gHsGNMs s Lmmomgdo 1-16.

7 9o.: 900dgh Fgmadg, ,Lodstrmgzgmmb Jstmmdsmomgdgmo g3mgboolb Lodmzo-
Jnmm oxndbgdammdal dgbogtamo 3@ 30(39dnmgdgdo. Fgtomo 3otggmoy be-
0300b3dg@g39mm-badgEboghm FOmIgdo, @. 6 (mdomobo 2015): 107-293 s sbsbos
RoBoM0dg [Fo@Om3mmo@o], bsdo®oggmmlb bodmuodmem gaemgbool ob@mEros,
8.1 (Boobo: smomem, 22009), 118.

8  Yoom.: 33magob Bgmgagdo Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 148-154.
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360L 09 56 Bormgdymo bogotrmzggmmb gamagbool bsdmiodnemm Fo-
6IM3o3mmdoL 30605306 Sbtos 3o6zgmfmmgdmmol Lobgmmasb s-
393806 98s. Logddg oboss, HmI g3Lgdo 3gbotogmol gaemgbools ob@mEo-
530 ImabeOmdomos bbgewmsbbgs §3gysbsdo Imiodmmos dobombgéramo
Ammgzofgmds (ob dodomswo 99ohbmds me3s dobstgdmobs s méo-
3969 omgdLob®ogmol (36mdgdlL),” dogsd 0dgool god@Mmob@osbgds
Boblgbgdo o6 5g3L. 93gbs, Logotm gobws Lagdstrmggmmlb gzmgbool
Lodmodmmm FordImBogzmmdsl;mab e393806M9d9mo sMobogmo Fys-
Omgdol obEmEoym-36H0803mmo IgbFogms, ol snEomgdemmdabscs
Joornem obEmEMomaMsxk0580 3odcmolbE0s6gd0lb gobLbgsaggdmmo z3o60-
6@ gdob LodeMogmygi 9dystrgds. bagddg obss, HMA 1-gm LonimbgBo s6-
605 dmzodnmob dogh Logotmggmmb g3mgbool ogmdbgdols Bgbo-
bgd o6Obgdymmo mgmtos Fgddsto@o ™3 ymgomogm, 35806 Jostromal
obmaodmdgnm 306056 dgxgl (284-361)'° Bommobmgdol bsowmdmm-
900l Bobomagdom o6 obFoMmmgdmms Labymoghm 306Hgdols Logmmsto
Jd39960L Lodmatgdlh gotgo oMLgdMmo bogimgbom (396@6M9d0os6
3mbdmds, Hmamé gb Immbemdomos BYBobanlol gzmgbool ob@mEo-
530 Logommggmmb godcol@osbgdols gbobgd s6Lgdamem ¢dggemagl Fyo-
™ 3o.!! 05653, 03 JgdobzgzeToi 30, N30 SbMos Imodnmds gosd-
60bE05bs 0dgM0s, bmemm 339 B9dga 39M0om©To Imbobemgmds 3gmeg
59930 Mbs Fotdotmomdol, gndmgdgmo 0gbgdmes, Lodmodnemm
39933000Mgmdol, dobo 9Fyz980 xoF30b (Stadoxn-diadoché, successio

9  Boo6.: Eusebius von Cisarea h. e. 11, 1, 1-2; 3963s69mo ootgdsbo: Eusebius von
Cisarea, Kirchengeschichte. Herausgegeben und eingeleitet von Heinrich Kraft. Ubersetzung
von Philipp Haeuser (1932), durchgesehen von Hans Armin Gértner, Darmstadt 2011 (=
unverdnderter Nachdruck der Auflage Miinchen 31989), 151 s Origenes, comm. in Gen.
111, 24, in PG 12, 91; a96B8sbnmo motadsbo: Die Kommentierung des Buches Genesis.
Eingeleitet, tibersetzt und erldutert von Karin Metzler (Origenes. Werke mit deutscher
Ubersetzung 1/1) (Berlin, New York: de Gruyter, 2010), 153.

10 o606 3gxob sbmamgdol 3gMommol gobbsdmgMobmgol ob: Stephen H. Rapp Jr.,
»Ihe Christianization of Eastern Georgia. Cross-Cultural and Pan-Regional Perspectives®.
In Iberien zwischen Rom und Iran. Beitrage zur Geschichte und Kultur Transkaukasiens,
(Oriens und Occidens 29) Frank Schleicher, Timo Stickler und Udo Hartmann (Hg.) (Stutt-
gart: Franz Stainer Verlag, 2019), 183; dsdMadg, ©0do@Mo, obdmmos bsdstomzggmmbo
Md39cmol oHmosd 39-10 bomgmbol obob&mmsdog (odomobo: LEsdds g.a.
3qbbobs, 1889), 139, Botmosb dgxn0l 3gumdol 3gMomml smoglbgdl 265 s 342 Fmgdl
Bemerob.

11 Beot. Rufinus, h. e. X,11; Edition: Eusebius von Cisarea, Die Kirchengeschichte/Historia
ecclesiastica. Teil 2: Die Biicher VI bis X. Uber die Mirtyrer in Paldstina. Herausgegeben
von Eduard Schwartz. Die lateinische Ubersetzung des Rufinus bearbeitet von Theodor
Mommsen. Griechisch und Lateinisch (GCS 9/2), Leipzig: De Gruyter, 1908, 973-976;
deutsche Teil—UbersetZung in: Ilma ReifSner, Georgien, Geschichte — Kunst - Kultur
(Freiburg, Basel, Wien: Herder, 1989), 24-26; sbggg Jggdmo mago 3.2.2.
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apostolica), 93nsmmeo, bLgbgdnm FmEodnm™msb ©s3930Mgds, Mowasb
H95306mLob g3mabool obEMM0sTo oMo do3yH Fgn0l godmzgdol
®3bsb3sw, 3gng 30605635, LagdsrmzgmmBo beghsdgbdmmo bmgmgdals
©5fy980L 30Bbom, dg-4 LomzmbgBo 033gHoGmE 3MbLESbE0by ol
(306-337) Lobaymogm 306930L 3odmadagbs Lobmgs. gb 3o, Lagms
Lomgmobdg®yzgmm mgombedGmoboom, ¢Membgdomglb Logoobl Fomdme-
©a96L LESG05To LYo Imsgoto Jombzob ocagzmog.

306006 dgxol gogdcmob@osbgdsbs s dobogg bosmmobmgdol o8l
B0l s6Lgdmmds ©3d035magb@ s g0 gdmgdgdds gobsdotrmds IV-
XII boyy3mbggdol momoby®, 390dbym, 3m3ENH-bodoyn®, Lmdbne,
bGomgdon® ©s Jomeem 30-Dg 398 FysmmBo sMLgdymmo Lbgomdgdo.'?
Fyomrmgdol sbomo@oznmo gbFogmobs s sbggg 3oMggmo mmbo Jbm-
Bmom Loagamabom 36Hgdol dogh oagbomo g3mgbool mMgsbodsso-

mmo LEOHNIGMOOL 3obmbomEo FTabgdol godmzgmggolb bogmdzgmdg
Bgodmgds Rodmysmodogl 33mggzol 303mmgds, ™I Logetrmggmmb

93gbool 0gdetrdonmo obedsdo o35380Mgdmmos dggm g3mabogdl
Bomerob gbmwgb 3603369mmzgeb Lads@mMostrgmbmeb — 3gdme 30 56&o-
mdos mOHMbELosb — badmzodmmm 3gd330Mgmdol, dobo nFyzgdo
RoF30L, 9M3306M0306 ao3m(3985bmab."* Sedes Antiochiae yggmodg
23006 dgbodg Lomambob Fms Femgdowsob ey 303306 gl dmzodnm 398-
b Immzofgmdsl (FaMommdoom 3oMmzgmon ©sbBPMmgds mMogagbgl
3m3omosdo 3ol Lobstgdol Bgbobgd, GmIgmoi Fgoggbomos 232
Pmol F9809a)"°. sbg3g, Ebo©os, GmI §Fdobos 39@MaL aoMes, Mogsw
3b@omgdool Loggmgbom LEONIENOOL FoOrIMTmds s 3ogB0Mgdaemos
3o3mg dmiodnmobs s sgommdmog §obobfomdg®yzgmms s dm-
dmgotmms dmmgofgmdsbmasb.

f0bodgdothg 653Nl JobsbL FotmBmawagbl dmzodmmols, bodm-
GoJnmm 3omgMol ostmbgdobs (sedes apostolica) s Lagdosmggemmb

12 fyotrmgda btomalb Loboo 8mgdnmos: Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekon-
struktion, 467-473.

13 53 Logoobdy gxcdm mMdswm ob. Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion,
259-264, Lowoi 0d960ob Imdigzob ¢dzgmal Fyodmborsb ghomo, dbmegmom
Logamabom 3698900L 396mMmbgdol ob@mMoymm-bomzmalbdgdyzgmm sbsmodobs s
oLbEME0NM-36H0&03Mmo dgmmeol  godmygbgdol  339mEs33om  ©IGIMMEmSSS
5639396806 gdmmo, o MdmIgmo «9dzgmgbo bLogamgbom FosmgoMowsb mbos
299mgadogbs 033gMeGmE 3mbLE6EBaL ngMstdgdo dsFobogm 0dgeosTo.

14 ob. 658®m3o: Johannes Hofmann, Zentrale Aspekte der Alten Kirchengeschichte
(Theologische Lehr- und Lernbiicher 4/1) (Wiirzburg: Echter Verlag, 2012).

15 Beo6.: Origenes, hom. in Luc. VI, 4 [zu: Lk 1,39-45]. In GCS 9, 34; deutsch nach: In Lucam
Homiliae. Homilien zum Lukasevangelium. Erster Teilband. Ubersetzt und eingeleitet von
Hermann-Josef Sieben (FC 4/1), (Freiburg: Herder, 1991), 99.
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93 gboob bedmogdnmm Foehrdmdsgmmdols gHmogtm3ezBocols 3gmags.
ogmmmaonme gb 303806930 Lbodmzodmemm 393330060 9md0l, dobo
993080 xog30b, BO3mgdo gbes 0gbgl asbbornamo.'

3893590 gobbommemos Bgdwgan, ododweg gubegmamo Logombo:
obGMMoNm-Mmgmmmaon®o MzombsdGobom, Godrgbo Bgbodmgdg-

0360350,

mos boge®rmggmmb g3mgbool Ladmzodmmm 893330Mgmdal oyzsbs
d6ob@ gl dm3gmodg, bogdormggmmb &gto@mmMosdg dmmgslg 3mbstg-
&9 Imodnmsedeg bws Lodstrmgzggmmlb gzemgbool Lodmsodmmm d93-
33006Mgmdob sbsdsdob dggm gamabosms ghm-geo Ladmzodnmm 39-
BEOb ©53538069ds. Bgbodsdobo, 33tmgzol Bm3nbo dodsroymos
56 dbmmme LodsrmzgmmTo JOHobGosbmdolb Lodmodnmm Focrdmds-
3mmdol, 9639, 306zgm M0ado, Lodostrmnggmml Logzmabom og@ot-
Joob Lodmzodnmm Foerdmdsgmmdsbmseb 0Fyzg@o ddolb Jgbfogmodyg.
58gbs, Johonm s 9Ebmnd Fystrmgddg oyhbmdoms s Lbgs
mdggmabo La3s@Mmosegmgdol obGmGonmow ssbEMMHgdmmo yeomo-
9hmdgdoL gomgomobfobgdoom, 3sbmbol gs(3935L cmbmgl Lagzmabom
0gtotrdms bgmosolbdol Looydmml sg@oom asdystrgdnmo 0fyzg®o
39833006 9md0l Logombo 0gbm gMob@aglb Imiodmmgdbes s Logdotmgg-
b g3emgbools ogdotdosl ImErol.

39ma6M5x530mmo 0g35mbobdMobom Fobsdwgdotg 33mgzol Lododbyw
Bg8mxzsmamnmos smdmbogmgm Lodotmggmmlb bszgebdm dbstrg (Jo-
om0 —089605) s Ibmemme 0dg00m Fgdmbzgzgd 3o goboghsmds Bogo-
B0g0b306Hg0m0b 396H05396093Dg (Mdo3o-3mmbgmo). eOmomo mgombs-
BG0bom 3o 33939 BMINLoMgdNemos bodstrmnggmmb gogdmob@osbgdol
3960mEdy, 1-gm s dg-4, (bsfommdemog, 39-5) Loy 39bggddg. MmomJdols
9439ms sMgmmo Fystm dookbggl, Om3 Jormmmo ghmgbmmo gzmgbos
LEMOgE dggm aosdsmsddo — 33bgmsdo —Rsdmysmods, Bmogbscs
Lodgmm mgsbds, LFmMg, IgbgmsBo doomm JMobEG0sbmds s Laws
5mIm(396000 Lodormgzggmmlb g3emgbool ngdetdos, HBmamts g3emgbos. gb
3mgmgbgdo 30 NINsmme ©s353F06Mgdnmos Logdormggmmb gzmgbools
Lodmodmmm Fomdm3ogemmdob bsgombmsb.

2. 33m930b dgomeo

38m930L Jg300bz5odg 3sLggbols gobogds, Logobms Fysrmgdol
6o Ibmemme mgmemmaon®o, s6edge sbggg obEMMonm- 30080390
3gomeom Jgxnsbgds.” Fgbsdsdobo, Mbos oobgel gdwgan Fggo-

16 sf3M0mgdoo ob. Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 163-191.

17 33m930L 3900mEmsb ©s35330Mgdoom, ob. Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekon-
struktion, 155-160. mgmmmaogmo obEmMomamexzool xstamgddo dgmmogdol
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obggdo: B ©s MmIgmo 3gcomeolb Fystrmgdo 560l bgmdobsFgomdn?
53gbsm Loboms 0bobo? Mol ImggzgombEmdL obobo Lodmizodnmm dg-
3330006gmdob, dobo 993980 xogaolb 3006i3030L Jobgogom Jotommmo
930L3m3080L FordmImdol gbobgd? ws, 3o6zgmm HoaBo, ol Igbsobgd
56 Imaggz0mbEOM™BL 0bobo? FystrmgdBo sebgdmem me39bgddyg 3oMzggmaw
LEmOgE 93 65FHMITo Mbrs gsdobzomegl ymMomgds. dsgsmomar,
Logdotromggmmb aogdeob@osbgdol dgbebgd 3g-11 Lomznmbgdog sMLgdmem
Tyormgddo smbo®ss obobgmgdmmo 83539 Jagyebedo oxmdbgdmmo
93mgboolb sb®os Imizodmmolb 3933306 gmdommds. IMsgomm asbbbgs-
3999 Fysmrmbomsb 3nTomdol gobsommgdms, FTystrmgdo Mbos ©s-
botobbogl 35080 §dobws 6obmb s §30bos sbtosl mobobgmgds b
LEMOgE O™ sHbobgmgdolb dobgogom.

bogombol ¢93gm 3osdEmgdoLsmgol 3oczgmaee F9dnTogos Fystrmg-
3oL bamo @odo (A, B, C, D s E), Hm3mol dobgogomsi dgbsdmgdgmo
asbs obGmGonmo Imbso3gdgdol db@o sbsmodo:

8030 A: bogdoromggmmb aogdMol@osbgdol Bgbobgd o6 s6rolb dmmbem-
doeo'®
030 B: §306s 60bm sbobgmgdmmos, sbotos dmiogdnmo — ostrs

36035 B9MM™369d0 JoMmNMBo0gdgm MgmmmansBo %M 0e® 8333000
56 3600. 53 bsgombol Fgbobgd ob. HNMBabgmo JsthommBonwgdgmo mgmmmaobs s
3mgomob 3gmggs: loan Moga, Orthodoxe Selbst- und Fremdbilder. Identititsdiskurse der
rumdnischen orthodoxen Theologie im Verhiltnis zur Romisch-Katholischen Kirche in der
Zeit von 1875 bis 1989 (Religion and Transformation in Contemporary European Society
18) (Wien: V&R Unipress, 2020), 48-50; 53 30dsrmgmagdom sbgzg oo obdstgds
asag0fos  8ghdgbo  dstronmBoowgdgmo  mgmemmaol  33mgged:  Konstantinos
Nikolakopoulos, Das Neue Testament in der Orthodoxen Kirche. Grundlegende Fragen
einer Einfiihrung in das Neue Testament (Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2014), asbbogpo®gdom
300-320, sbggg 9dugm®Lo ,,Die orthodoxe Hermeneutik in ihrem Selbstverstindnis und
die historisch-kritische Methode®; Falk Wagner, ,,Zur Theologiegeschichte des 19. und
20. Jahrhunderts®, ThR 53 (1988): 113-200; Friederike Niissel, Theologiegeschichte. ,Die
geschichtliche Realisierung des Themas der Theologie“. In Historiographie und Theologie.
Kirchen- und Theologiegeschichte im Spannungsfeld von geschichtswissenschaftlicher Methode
und theologischem Anspruch (Arbeiten zur Kirchen- und Theologiegeschichte 15) Wolfram
Kinzig, Volker Leppin und Giinther Wartenberg (Hg.) (Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt,
2004), 203-221.

18 ob. Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 237-243 ws sbgzg J3gdmom mago
3.2.1.

19 For the establishment of King Mirians regnal years, see Stephan H. Rapp Jr, “The
Christianization of Eastern Georgia. Cross-Cultural and Pan-Regional Perspectives”
In Iberien zwischen Rom und Iran. Beitrige zur Geschichte und Kultur Transkaukasiens
(Oriens und Occidens 29), Frank Schleicher, Timo Stickler und Udo Hartmann (Hg.)
(Stuttgart: Franz Stainer Verlag, 2019): 181-199, s 183; dodMadg, 0030860, ob@mMos
Lodotrmggmmbo ¢dggmol MHmosd dg-10 Lomanbol obobdMmedwg (Mdomoabo:
LE53ds g.8. 3gbbobs, 1889), 139, 06056 3gx0lL 3gxrmdol 3gMomml smagbgdl 265 s
342 Gmgdl Bmerob.
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8030 C: o6z 5bMos Imiodnmos @obobgmgdmmo s stz §30bos
6060

030 D: 5boMos Imodnmo sbobgmagdammos, §dobos bobm — séo?!

8030 E: @obobgmgdamos Hmamr sbodos dmizodamo, sbggg §do-
boos bobm(3.2

asts 5dobs, g3mabool LsdmEodnmm Foedmdsgmmdaol, dobo
1093980 RoF30L, BH93mbLEONIE00bsmzol BgdnTsgws Lagmmato g.§.
3-D-dgoxmeo, HmIgmoi 306390 3gommEMEmann®o  IEEIrmmdSS
domosbsm g3mabool ob@mGool Lomgmobdgdyggmm GMg3mbb@cnd-
0oL Jgbsbgd s35093096 LezgO™mTo.” 5dob obBstmgdom gsdmozzgms

5 35dm30mm 39309 (93emgbooal) obEmEool 3963gbg3&03nemo sbsemodals
F9dgan bLodo gobbdbmdomgds:

1-D g6m3bymo s baggmgbom-3mmogogynco gobdbmdomgds,
2-D §30brs mgmemmaoméo 3obbdbmdomgds o
3-D ob@mcogm-mgmmmaonmo gobdbmdomgds,

60b dobggomsz Bgbodmgdgmo gobws Fobsdwgdstyg gedmzgmgaal
30Bobdg 3sbybol g5(3935.2* 5360a50, §0obsdrgdsthg LGs@ool Lsboo,
Loddg a39d3b 3B0G03Nmo obBMMoMacsxk0ols s cLGmMonmo mgm-
mma00L Joxbsdg dymao mgmemmanymo mzmbob dJmby ob@meonm-3-
608039 bgogobmsb.

Lodmodmemm 393330060 gmdol Foerdmbohgbs s dobo ob@mEoy-
m-bomgmobdg@yggmm sbsmodobsmgol 3o Lagotm gobos mmbaxo-
sbo bMomol dgdabs, GmImol wobdetrgdoms Bgbadmgdgmos asdm-

(35r2393@0L!

I badmogdnmm dgdzzotgmdol, dobo MFTy39&0 RoF30Lb 390G 039
0 bado, 5691 930Lgm3mbms Mogo Hmammi Jeob@glb dmiodn-
mgdol dg33300M0gms 9FTY3980 IMbogmgmds (9ermdsbgmal do-
Jm9800) @

IT 3mG0dmbBsmamo bsdo, Mmamti 93emgbogdol badmggemm-dbg-
m9M0o 353806980 (9O0Isbgmol 339608396 w).

I Somes3060 LodmEodnemm 39dzgoemgmds, Imiodnmol 0days-

@or 39996580 gmzbob Bgrgzer wo
IV 060306003060 LsdmEodnmm 89333006Mgmds, 9339 56Obgdmemo

20 ob. 0gag, 361-378 s sbggg dzgdmom mego 3.2.3.

21 ob. 0dag, 379-398 s sbg3g J3gdmo msgo 3.2.4.

22 ob.0dag, 399-463 o sbgzg Jagdmo mogo 3.2.5.

23 3-D-3gomwob dgbobgd ob. dggdmo mogo 4.

24 53 30Bbobongol BgdnBoggdmmo 3-D-b Lognmatho dgommeo ob. 0dgg 477-479.
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sedes apostolicae® 8oge bsdmiodnmm 38gdz3006Hgmdol, dobo
2993980 xoF30L 3obosMgdab abom.

od PotmBmmagbomo 33magzol dgomegdol gsdmygbgds Jgbodmg-
dgmb beool 93ga 939830 bomgmo Fgmgagdols Fzgbgdsb.

3. 30MamdM030 M0GgMHoGNMobs s FTysrmgdol dmgmyg sbsmoabo
3.1 IgmGrgyemo, @3M3mdM0g0 Mo ghsnis

mgobsmgolb Rggbl bgmo s6bgdmmo, bbgomabbgs gbsdg o gtomo
30-%g 3980 §yomHmb obEmMonm- 30080390 56smodo s o3 Fystrmg-
3oL Bgbobgd m339 96bgdmemo 3odm3zmgzgdobs s dobo etgmdMogo
mo@ghonmob (1665-2015 Femgdl ImErol 58 s3@mEol Ihsgsmgbmgsbo,
3o Jmtol Joommo, sMdmmo, Habnmo, BGOHSbanmo, 0bamobyo,
396 3sbmmo, 0@smon®o)* Jgbfogmes agohggbgdl, HmI Fobsdwgdsty

25 53 Lagombol ofggmog asbbognmmgdoom Lobstagdmms Bgdwgan 33mg3gdo: Joseph
Ratzinger, ,, Primat, Episkopat und successio apostolica®, JRGS 12: 212-232; Joseph Ratzinger,
»Die kirchlichen Bewegungen und ihr theologischer Ort®, JRGS 8/1, 363-390; Georgij V.
Florovskij, Sobornost. Kirche, Bibel, Tradition. Aus dem Englischen iibersetzt von Ilija
Trojanow. Mit einem Nachwort von Georgios Metallinos (Werkausgabe 1), (Miinchen:
Kyrill & Method Verlag, 1989); Ioan-Vasile Leb, ,,Der Heilige Geist. Apostolisches Amt
und Einheit der Kirche - eine Orthodoxe Perspektive, Studia Universitatis Babes-Bolyai
- Theologia Orthodoxa 1-2 (1999): 51-66; Martin George, Apostolic Succession and the
Unity of the Church. Some Aspects of the Theory and Practice of the Early Church and Their
Application in Contemporary Ecclesiology (Portland, Oregon (MSC), 1985). (Masterarbeit in
der orthodoxen Theologie am St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, Crestwood,
NY, 1977); Dumitru Staniloae, Orthodoxe Dogmatik. Bd. 3. Mit einem Vorwort von Jiirgen
Moltmann. Aus dem Ruminischen iibersetzt von Hermann Pitters (Okumenische Theologie
16), Solothurn u.a.: Benziger Verlag, 1995; John Zizioulas, “Apostolic Continuity of the
Church and Apostolic Succession in the First Five Centuries”, Louvain Studies 21 (1996):
153-168; Andreas Merkt, ,,,Amt der Tradition und ,Carisma der Wahrheit® Die theologische
Bedeutung der apostolischen Sukzession bei Irendus von Lyon und Augustinus®, IKaZ 40
(2011): 221-233; Andreas Merkt, ,,Das Problem der apostolischen Sukzession im Lichte der
Patristik. In Das kirchliche Amt in apostolischer Nachfolge I. Grundlagen und Grundfragen
(Dialog der Kirchen 12), Theodor Schneider und Gunther Wenz (Hg.) (Freiburg, Géttingen:
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht Verlage, 2004), 264-295.

26 ob. gdgan 6536OMBgd0: BozoMn sbGomdogmo (1665), Bodmog gsd5830mma (1775),
568 mb 1. owosbo ( 1801), 03000 doatre@ombo (1805), 3mmo@mb ombgmosbo (1843),
0903960d  ds@mboBzomo  (1848), Marie-Félicité Brosset (1849), LodoGroggmml
0966 Jool ob@mos (1853), Lymbsb Bdotromsdgzomo (1871), amdmmb (dobsowm)
Lodobobo (1877), modo@to dsgdhadg (1879), @odo@mo xobsgomo (1882), dmbg
®565930m0 (1886), 0do@Mo dogeodg (1889), 3omob@Me®g 3065dg (1892), Vasil
Pottosi (1894), 0356y xo39b0Tgz0mo (1898/1900), 3memogzd@®mb 3ommdgmsdgomo
(1900), 56&mb bs@cHMBz0mo (bs@tHmgas 1900), 30639 gbbo (0gsbg ggotsdsdg 1901),
Aurelio Palmieri (1902), bogm 3560 (1902), omos ggdady (1902-1903), 3omob@®edg
30b3odg (1905), Lghgo gmtasdg (1905), odo@Mo gobsBzomoa (19067), JgmoGmb
39mabxghodg (1906), Bogm doto (1906), 03sbg gozoboBzomo (1908), dobgorm
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LEsG0oL dotomowo Fgzombgs, LsdmEodnmm dgdzgoeegmdol, dobo
7093980 RoF30L BoMamgdTo dmzodnmms s Jotrmamo gdobzm3s@ob
Fo6ImBmdsl JmErol oGobsoto 33s s 3933060 o6 oMol gobboermmemo
©5 Jgbodsdobow, Aggbo 33maggol Logsbo wmgdweyg Lbgmnbemgdgm® bo-
36039L FomBmawagbl. dmgo sg3@mMo Lsdmizodnmm 393330MgmMdSL
139330698L NIMomme sbo®mos Imiodnmol dmmzsFamdsl, dmao 3o
©5656hgb Imiodnmoms §Mgdoi gdgdl Logdomggmmlb g3mgbool o-
339d69d9mb.” mdomabob Labnmoghm s3o09300lL 3HMBgbmEo ©s do-

EOHM3mmoG0, 390xg 965608 Koxsmady, Hm3gmo emgdrog Jomanmo
93 gbool obEmEMool etado oo 53@MM0EgG0m Lotggdemmdl, gé-

oeOhmgme 9d3b dmzodamb dosfgml Lodstrmggmmb gsdéab@osby-
3ol o g3mgbool sxndbgdsl.? bbggdo bsdmodmmm 393330060 gmdols
FomImBogemmdsl m3038069896 ¢9dggemagl Logamabom (39686 gdlL, sbgm
396860 MAMS3emgbmds 30ohbggl sbGomdasl.

3.2 fysrmgdo

3.2.1 93Lgdo 3gbstogmolb doge sersbobgmgdmmo scgomgdo (dg6d-
baymo Fystrm)

obEMMomaMsgonmo ©s obEmMEMoYm-3ma3omsegmenmo Fystmg-
3oL 9dggmalb xgbsl Fomdmawagbl ggbgdo 3gbotogmol bsBmdo. dobs
Omamdi A o3ob Fyostrmb ghmegto Focdmdawmggbgml dg-4 Lamsa-
Bol sbsfyobobogol o6 5dgl Jotrommo gimabool Gmame JoMmos-
3060 (Imzodnmol Bodogncmo Fgdmbgmes JotromBo), sbggg sGs306-
33060 (Loggmgbom og@stdool HMm3gmodg wdzgmgbo Lodmodmemm
39090056 dmgmobgds 0d96H0s30) Lsdmodmmm osMbgdol Bgbobgd
36mds, Bogbgosgse 0dobs, GmM3 dsb Lmdbgmob? ggzgtmom dgdsty

0535658300 (msdatrsma 1910), batrgolb gogsdsdg (1912), gdamndg maysadgomo
(1913/1914), gmbgmo 3gagemoadg (1914), 3gmo@mb 3g9mabxgtodyg (1918), gabago
Bogmenady (1918), Raymond Janin (1922/1997), gm&bgemo 3939mmoadg (1925/26, 1927/30),
Josef Markwart (1928), Paul Peeters (1932) 8obgoem omo®bboBgomo (1940/41, 1951), 6obm
baemos (1966), Peter Hauptmann (1974), Julius Af3falg (1984), ®s80ms 3gsenmdmodgomo
(1988), Lothar Heiser (1989), 565605 gogstndg (1989-1999), 3ob@sbg amoamadg (1991),
a0mMao 8odnmos (1992), Bernadette Martin-Hisard (1993), Michel van Esbroeck (1996,
1998), Bernadette Martin-Hisard (1998), msdoems 8gommdmoBgoemo (1998), Dods
535890dy (2006), Wolfgang Hage (2007), msdoms 3gsmmmdmodgomo (2009), 00sdss
atdgmodg (2011), gmet dmdmmsdgomo (2011), gooBge Fgmady (2015).

27 ag6m dg@o ob. Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 148-154.

28 ob. goxrzsmodg, Logetmgzggmmb LodmEodamm gamabool obEmMos, 130.

29 bLm3bgmBo sebgdnmo Jeob@osbmds 3o ggbgdobomgol 36mdomos, dw.: Eusebius von
Cisarea h. e. VI, 46, 1-2 s Josef Rist, ,,Nino versus Gregor. Die Christianisierung Iberiens
im Vergleich zu Armenien®. In Iberien zwischen Rom und Iran. Beitrdge zur Geschichte und
Kultur Transkaukasiens (Oriens und Occidens 29), Frank Schleicher, Timo Stickler und
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009600L Jgbobgd (3mbs g55Rbws.** 3 mdggmgl Loggmgbom obEm-
0oL Fyotrmdg sy bmdom Jgagzodmos gogstsmomm, dmI, g3Lgdol
Historia Ecclesiastica 5§ 960l comhmb bagdstrmggmm (0dg60s) xgh 30093

35J60LE056gdmmo s6 Mbrs ymuomoym.

3.2.2 35396 dgxnob 9dgzgmgbo bmds Lagstrmggmmb asdeab@osbgds-
bonsb 535330609800 (momabymo, dgmdbaymo, 3m3@nM-bsdomymo s
bemdbymo Fysmmgdo)

bagde®mggemmb dmdg30L Bgbabgd Soczgmo s 9dzgemabo Fatomm-
3000 Fyotrm gnndbgds D306 aodm(3gdsb, H™Igmoi 3omgb@nbsdo

36 0gernbomodBos Rsfgtomo. o3 6mdolb sg@mEo oym Ladsermzgmml
39989 353960. dobo gomwsdmgds smfgdomos GH98obabol gzmabool
obEM®05T0, Mo Imagzosbgdom dbasgbo goobobrggdom LmzMo@gl
ob@mMonm BOm3gdT0, LmDdMIgbal, cgmomcodg 3306H9mol, 3obo-
3090 3bmbodobs s mgmeabal, 3m3@nGm-bodown® bsBMM3gdLs s
0mabg 6ogombol gembozgddo, sbggg, dmby bmGsbgmmsb, gommb @o-
6539mobggmo bmgHod gl g3mgbool obGmMool Lmdbyeo metadsbols
Bmogmbgdom gs0593d (G030 B). B-803L 30g39mgbgdosb sbgzg xesb-
Bgto, Jotormol dmdgzolb MEbmdo s3&mMo s bogmmmb Jsgmgemo.
3539960L (36md0l dobgmzom, Jagybol gogdmol@osbgds 033gMs@me 3mb-
LE6G0bg ool (306-337) MmL Jmbros.

306500056 30639mmo (boggs 325) o Igméyg (3mbLEsbEobm3memo
381) dbmxgmom Lsogamagbom 360gdgdol gosfygg@omagdols dobgogom,
3b@omgdos 0mMooymae smdmbsgmgmol Jemob@nsbmdsdy ogm 3sbe-
bobdggdgmo, 3g-4 Loyzmbob oLoFTyolbTo, 033gMHoGmE 3mbLES6EG0bgl
LodotrmggemmBo Lodgmm mxsbol Bsommmdobs s Lagzmgbom og@sm-
Joob ©833300060930L Jobbooc Labanmoghm 30mgdo Jsmemmo sbGomdoals
3909060056 Bggdmm gsdmgmbmgs. sdgosb godmdwnbstg, Bgbodmagdg-
0o, LodsermggmmBo Labymoghm ogdotrdools Fomdmdogemmdol Tgbo-
bgd 30M39mao @sbzgbgdol gozgmgds s Ladmiodnmm 393330Mgm-
3oL FoemBmdsgmmdol sb@omdool Lads@mostrgmlb mdzgmgbo gzemgbools
39009M3LMb 83538060 98s. 3 grgal 9839dbgds Lfmegw Ladstrmgg-
mb badmEodgemm dgdzz0mgmdol MgzmbbEmndisos.

3.2.3 bmdbgeo Fysermgdo

39-5 Lo 3mbol o Pemgdowsb Im3nbotrg bLmdbyEo FTystrmagdo (30-
Mombo, 53505639mmbo, Bogb@mb dndobon) C Eodl aobgizmomgbgds,

Udo Hartmann (Hg.) (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 2019), 203-204.

30 ob. Korneli Kekelidse, Die Bekehrung Georgiens zum Christentum. Mit einer Karte
(Morgenl.18) (Leipzig Verlag: J. C. Hinrichs, 1928), 37 cmo@g®o@aMoo odzg bmmom 1.
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Om3magdoi bodomggmmb aodMob@osbgdsl bmdbnd gogmgbsl maog-
Bo69096. ImbLodGHgds Jotrommmo gHol@osbmdols bmdbymMowsb Fotrdm-
3ogmmdob Jgbobgd, 396dme, bmdbgdol MsbsdmbsFomgmds Logdotrmgg-
b 30gdM0bE05bgdsbs s og 93emgbool ogndbgdsTo, olodsdl omgdl
9439modg sMg 39-5 Loy 3nbowsb. Jgbodsdobs, gb Imwgmmo obGmEo-
mmo bobom 568, MoEash, xgo ghmo, bLogomgzgmm momabado o
396 dbmemo Fystrmgdols dobgogoom (3o A s &odo B), gbmo Loy znbom
oMy, 969 033960@MM 3mbLESbE0bgL OHML aodMoli@osbros s dgm-
693, 99-5 Lo 3Mbob sbLFTYolbTo LagdsrmggmmTo N339 dmgdnmos bm-
3bgo0Lgsb sdmy30gdgmo Logdobgm3mbm LEOYIG NG gdo. 5dob do-
mbgoegee, mé dgdmdgm J3gysbsb Jmeol sbemm gemoghmmdgdo oym
Bgbothnbgdmmo. 803 C-Fo go3mbozmabl Fothrdmewagbl dgcdbmmoosb
dmdwobsthg, 3g-6 Lomzmbgdo dmmgzsfg, Mmgmomeg 56s3bmbgl 653-
6m3o, O™M3gemBo Joshmomos, o6 500l godmgdnmo Loadstrmgzgmmlb
35J60bE 05693, Lodogoghme, dmgdnmos boggob 3gdol (325) Imbs-
fomgms balbbs, HM3gmBoi sbobgmadamos Lsdo dgédgbo g3obgm-
3mbo Bogo dmgol smdmbogmgmo Lobsdommgdowsb. Bggbl 6536m3 3o
LEIOgMB03o JoRbgymmo gl (36mds ®gdwg Jotroam 3mb&gdb@ 3o
a5dm0ygbgds 0dol 3@ 30(390Mmgds, momdmb bozgol 3omgzgm Logaemg-
Lom 369853y bogotrmggmmBo m339 oMLgdmMdes Logzmgbom ogbot-
Jos, G dmbgdhogos Lodstronmgl o6 Fggnghgds, Howash 3oMggmo
bmamom bsggmabom 36Hgdol 5d@gdo 3Bod@ozmmae o6 sMLdmMAL.™

3.2.4 5b6M0sb 53m3Mmoxgdol bgmobsmo gogmabmgds (3g0dbymo Fyo-
Mmgdo)

D @030L dsbomgdo ggbgds 3g-9 Lamzmbol Fgdwamd dgerdbeoyem
Tyotrmgdbes s sbggg, 3g-11 Loyzmboo oMsMOMgdnm oo Jotrmmm
056335693L (930913569, 6030, sbMos dmizodnmols og@gdol ¢Ebmdo
338™mM0, 9300039 dnsfdogmo s gomtgo dotg), GmImgdoi 9beo-
605 30639mfmmadnmol s3mazMogmm GMmomoEosl 93539060 gds o
6m3mgdToz bmemme bogormggmmb gogdMob@osbgdedgs modss o,
°a0mmd®M030 g3emgbool oxndbgdsdg Mondg 306036930l gotgBg.* 53

31 ob. Hofmann, Zentrale Aspekte der Alten Kirchengeschichte, 150.

32  B@e.: Wolfram Brandes, ,Apostel Andreas vs. Apostel Petrus? Rechtsrdume und
Apostolizitit®, Zeitschrift des Max-Plack-Instituts fiir européische Rechtsgeschichte 23
(2015): 120-150, 53&™OL gggagds, M3 MIgsmme sboMos dmzodnmds @osstbs
3MbLESBGbM3mmol  g3mabos; o3 Logoobmsb wo3egBotgdoom ob. Lomidze,
Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 482-484, asbbsgnmdgdoo bmemom 1833 s
sbggg: Guliko Sophia Vashalomidze, Die Stellung der Frau im alten Georgien. Georgische
Geschlechtsverhiltnisse insbesondere wiahrend der Sasanidenzeit (Orientalia Biblica et
Christiana 16) (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2007), 44.
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33m3Mm0xNm GMo0(305d0 56 300l MmO (36mdgdo captiva-b gbobgd
©5 ob Ibmmme sbmos Imizodnmb dosFgml dggysbsdo dobombgdremm
Bm3oFgmdsb. 53 Fyotrmgdol bogmdggml Fotrdmemagbl sbotos dmso-
Jmmob bmghgdol sdbobzgmo s3mzMognmo &gdu@o, Hmdmgdos 39-4
Lomgmbosb abmb@ozm® s dsbodgm®d FE99gddo oym aozMzgmgdmemo.
b s3mgMognmo mgagbogdo, MmamMs ,Mmgmogool LsFobssmdwogamy
RIO 3owaz 93bgdo 3gLaMogmds 3553600803 NI3oEMLaE. LagmMs-
©Mgdms, Hm3 bfmMgo FTystdrmagdol D ¢03do Imgdnmo (36mdgdo smos-
gL Joronggmgdds 39-11, 3g-12 Lo znbggdosb, Mol Loxmdgzgmdgs 3
©6OHM0056 Imymmgdymmo LodmEodnmm 3933300 gmds Lodsermzgmm3o
a05b6Mgdmem 0dbs Hmame (3 sbMoslbgmmo s 6o (obGmMonmawe ¢339
6L gdmmo) sbGomdon®-3g&mabanmo.

3.2.5 3m380boMgdmo Fysmrmgdo — badomob3odm g39mbogdol bobogbob
3309mmds (Joomymmo Fystmgdo)

E 030l 3m3d0botgdmmo &9du@gdo, HmImgddoi 39mfydnmos
§30bs bobmbs s §dobrs sbotos Imiodnmol EMowoiogdo, dbm-
mmE ©s Bomme Jotornm Fysermgdo (mgmbdo IBmggmo, gxc9d
3306y, OMob-9MHd6obol 360gd0l 5d@&gdo, oz300m s 3mbLESEEG bl
Ebm36gdob Mbmdo s3@mM0, sbgb dgMo, bogmmmd gmmedgcalidy,
39869 00960l (3bmghgds) agbzwgds, Hm3mgdoi 89-11 bowinbowsb
b NMHgds. 53 39MHomEoEsb (s Lbgsms Fmeol, ©mgdwog) obGm-
0oL ms39bs 30639 (sb®os Imizogdnemo) s dgmmby (F3obrs babm)
Lom3mbg9dL Bmeol Fystrmagdol o3 &o3Fo sbgs Brg3mbLEMMotgdmmo:
1-9em LogmbgBo sbMos dmodnemol dobools Fgdwmags Jagysbs 33mmsg
Fot8o600md0b 396 dogdizgmms, 930@m3 dg-4 Lomzmbgdo MIgHnds Ims-
3em0bs §dobws 60bm, H™MImols ImmgsFgmdol Fgwmgasw oxndbos bods-
Oonggmmb g3mgbions, bogetmggmmBo sb@omdool 3s@Eostdol g3b@smo
3b&omgdogmol hsdmbgmom. E $o3ob Fyotrmgddo Lodoromggmmb gzemg-
Los 9gdL3mogod Mo ©oN3s3doMmms 9bGomdool ©gms gamabosl,
JOmbmmmaonmom dgztoe 9Bdm sMobogm B @odolb Fysermgddo
033emoo@ncse Imgdnmo 36mdgdol dugsgboc.

4. 30639ms@ 35dmygbgdamo 3-D-dgommo

[0bodgdotg 33mgasdo gndmgdgmos bodomggmmb asgdéobo-
36930b Fgbobgd yzgms Fyotrmbs s 83 Fyscrmgddg oxndbgdmmo dsbe-

mgdob &9gJbEmdM0g0 309DgbGo(309. Joybgrsgsm sdobs, gbodmgdgmo
mbos godbootogm 53 dobomgdol LabgmTmmadgdols s s3@mEMgdal
3065m3s s sbggg hgd Bogc 3gomeBo Bohzgbgdol abgdol 33omms3gem
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53 3obomgdob Fobsstbmdmogo sbsbgs bGs@0sdo sbIMmo dmsgsto bo-
3000bolb dobgogoo.

Fgdlb Bg3am3 bsdoglL Fothdmewmagbl 83 dgdmmababgmadamo Fyo-
mgdolb boghom sbsmodol bogndggmdg mdogd@mto LaGsmalb Tgd-
3bs, Gobogoboi Lodo 396H3gbgz@osnmo asbdbmdomagds (3-D-dgomwo)
893039 3s39.%

4.1 bosgsronggmmo g3mgbool bodggmoab hzgbgdolb 30bboom, grmgbamo
baggmgbom-3mmo@oznto 0bggemgbo (1-D)

bogotrmzgmmb god6r0b@0s6gd0bs s g3mabool oxmdbgdols gbe-
bgd ©mgdog sMLgdMmo FTystrmgdols s dgmMoo modghsdnols Tg-
Lobgd L,90mz8bMmmo s Logzmgbom-3mmodoznco” 3obdmdomgdol Bgazs-
Lgdob Fgmgasw Bgodmagds ozsL3gbsm, HMA Lagdsmggmmb gzmgbools
©5dmN30098mmdol dobomPgge 3otmggmar dbmemmem dg-11 Loy 396930
a5dm0ygbgls sboos dmzodnmol botro@ogo, MHm3gmos 35653&30(39d®s
dmgogdamol SoGo306 393330060H9mdsdg oxndbgdmm Lodmizodnmm
93 gbool Fotmdmdogmmdol mgmEosl s butgoml. s30@md sbomdo-
M6-398Mgbgnmo gomgds Rsbsgmms sbotos 3otggmPmmadmmols
»3ONJRM0m; B33 dg-11 Lomambosb dmymmgdmmo sb&omdool gzmg-
boobash godogxgbobmgol 0gdbs asdmygbgdamo (=1-D).*

4.2 356035000gdm 90 0rmgds mgmesbs s 3Msg@nzsb dmeal (2-D)

dbmemme ,§dobosw mgmmmaonmo® g56dmdomgdol 3963gbgz@ogs,
Omdgmoi Jotormem bLsdgiEboghm ©obin®b3do mgdog o6 agbzwgds,
396 053396356985 Logombdg LFmEo 3sLybols JomgdsBo, doybgoogsw
030bs, ™3 8da35M0 3M0d@03s Dmasmsm dmgdnmos mmmomdbam
0gm®05do (3og. Bobonmsbmseb®). dbgsgbo 3g63gbgz@ogol HoGmtogs
a9bgds LodmEodnmm gamagbools Hmdgmodg ImEodnmmsb Lagzmabom
39390600 dmgo s 3MS (33m3gNe dmEodnmmeb 3mbiGmgdMmo 3o3-
Botob s930mgdemmdal, Mmdmol dobgozomss, dmagstos s6s ob, Bm3
3mb36Mg@memo dmodymmo Fgol 3mbimg@mm &geho@mcMosdy, sMsdgw,
ob, ™I g3mgbos dBmgswso LadmEodnmm gmmganol dgdzzotgs. me-
330 0gmc0sLs s 3M5d@035L mEol sebgdmmo Lbgzsmdol godm, gud-
mgd9mmos Lo3amagg 300bzadg 3oLybol go(393s, 306500056 3G0gd@03590

00mJ3ob yzgms 93&m3gBomoné dsmnmdsogdgm g3mgbosl, Gm-
amég 53ob bogoomggmmb dsgomomdgi gbgmegm, msgobo ,Logmmeto®

33 gbbsdo 3g6H3g693@03mm0 gobDdMTomygds, Mo bogdstrmggmmb g3mgbool badmogdnmm
Foerdmogmmdal Bg3mbb@mdiosl gdbobygds, ob. Bgdmm — msgo 2.

34 ob. Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 481-492.
35 ob. Dobogmsobol dgdmm wabsbgmagdamo bsBGmdon, Apostolic Continuity.
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dmzodamo 39ogL (sbs Imoxodds) s s3g356M0m 538 30390L bogmmsto
93mgbools oMos306 Lodmsodmmm oxnndbgdymmmdsl (=2-D).%*

4.3 ab@mGogm-mgmmmgonédo 3g6dgbgzogs (3-D)

dbmmme 3-D-3gomoolb dgbsdg 3odgamool, 3g6dmw, ,ob@meo-
Qe-0gmemaon®o” 3963gbga@ozob  bogndzgmdgs  Bgbodegdgaro,
393390 hggbo 33mggzolL Jmoge® Lsgombl 3sbygbo s bohzgbgdo 0gbgl
3565000330L (330, BHMImols sbdstmgdomss gagodmos Hmams §do-
broo ghmzgbnmo s Lagamgbom-3mmodozn®o (=1-D), sbggg §obosow
ogmmmaon®o (=2-D) dogmdgdol osdmgas.

bM0sLgymo 35M00adosb 3g@Mgbgmem 3oGmowngdadyg aoal-
3ems ohggbgdl, ™3 obEmGonms Lodotrmggmmb g3emgbool gws g3-
magbos 360l sb@omdos mOMbE gbdg, bmemm ;mgmemmgonmaw badstrmag-
momb  93mgbosd sbomgdool ¢dggmagbo LedmEodmmm  3omgomobasb
3o0mm oMo30Gms3060 bLodmzodnmm dgdzzomgmds, o dmmgsfg dm-
30dnmagdols, FobobFetmdg®yzgmagdobs s dsbfogmadmgdol dgd3gmdom
(Communio-Netz), &mdgmms ogtstrdommo sdxnndbgdgmo 398 g dm-
Godamo 0gm, B33 M0GINIGIOIMOR Y3gmodg 33056 MM03gbgLosk
33b30gds (=3-D). ¥

5. 33tmg30b gc093980L 360Tgbg9mmds

30639000: F0bs3gdsthg bobosmal boFOmo dodal sdmaggb mames
Lodomggmmb g3magbool, sbggg dobobGonto EHowoool 3dmbg smdm-
bogmgomol Lbgs gamgbogdobs o9 MmG0gb@smam-mMmmomdbamo g3-
mgbogdol Fg3camd IgbFogmabl. Bbasghds 3mbgnosd Bgodmgds Lbgs
93gbogdbo dobsgb 033mmbo ob@EmEoym-mgmmmaonto 39639bg3-
&030L LeBnMomadoo gobFogzmmb Lsgmmato obEmos, mgagbwgdo s
300930, s, BgLsdsdobo, bgmabms smeanbmb domgdoms s batsdo-
39000 dmEmmo 93emgbool obGmGool Hgomnmo s bodogomo LyydHsmo
obEmEoYm-bomgmobdg@yzgmm Mg3mbb@®mndiEool Bnddyg. $dwgbsc,
3-D-dgomeol obmEomm-mgmmmaondo 33mggzolb bogmdzgmdg Tg-
Lodmgdgmos, smdmbogmgmols Lbgs gemgbmem g93maglogddo, Fotbyy-
mob mdogd@anto FgbFogmob dobbom, dbgsgbo Logombgdol 33mmggs. o3
33069 33mg35do bohggbgdo Igmmemgdo ™y obGmMonm-bomgmolidg-
&Y39mm 3bsmobo o 3M0G03Nmo doamdgdo Lagotms st Ismmmem
J60bGosbmmo smdmbsgmgmol obEmE0ol s mgmmmaonal JgbFsgmols

36 o0dgg, 492-495.
37 odag, 481-514.
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3nobom, s6sdgm sbggg o3 otmaBo LombogzgMbodg®m Lsgmgdobomgal.

d9mE9: 93emgbool obEmEool ghmagbmnmo s bogzmgbom-3s@com-
Mmoo aobdbggomammo 3963gbgz@®ozolb Hgzodos Famomlb Jgodobos
bogmmeto dggybobs oa g3mgbool sdbmmy@To sygsbomo 3otzgemm-
dobo s 1dzgmgbmdol bydgomgdol edmggol bogdgdo, Mo, Lodmemm
%5390, gbmgbym, Lagzmgbom-3mmo@o3ne s dsmonxmgdol dm3m-
39%0L 3mmo@o3n6 0b@ghglbgdlh 93yetgds, Moi bosbl s9gbgdl ogbm
J60bE 9L 93mgbool 6s3gom dmbgdols.?®

d9bodg: 5mdmbogmgmol g3mabogdol ob@mEool gobbomgs gembe-
06 LagoMmgdl Gmaméi obEmmonen, sbgzg mgmemgon® asbdmdo-
mgdsb. 93mgbos Laggmsto gbiggdol obGmGonmo 3mebols, obm&oy-
moE oLENMIdNmo bodmEodnmm (303060 56 sMedomms3060)
o68mBmdol g9y, abmbEozmtem Fomdmhbogds, 93 Lodygzol o6-
53060 360336gmmdom: g3maboycmdobash wosEmomo, Lagimabom
3539000306 gomogzobynmgdmmo, 0d goagdobagsb, Hm3gmos gobyymag-
mos bodmiodmmm 3606303930b356.

dgmombg: Fobsdgdatg 33069 33mg30mo sbsmodo dmagofmmgdl,
gbhomo Moz, 0bdghmemmomdbamo osmmaolzgb, dogmed sbgag,
©05mma0L3gh sbagmam Johob@osbnm Lsdgstrmbmsb. ymggmo swao-
mmdM030 93emgbos 33magsi asl 03 godmfgggol §obsdg, HmA gomes-
30L9BmMEgl Logmmoto boEombsmobddobash s sdom (Mmz0:m)asdmF3g-
@mo 93maboneo 3ooigbgdolash, Moz asbbssnmmgdoo bmdomos
3omonmIsomgdgmo g3mabool gdmbgggsedo. dgmeg dbtog, ngogg 0om-
ddob ™ol 3sommogzn® g3emgboodyi, bLogmmeto mogo HMIdy Hgoe-
306 9dnmo bogofMmzgosb HmI sobLbLL s 3g&Mg dmizodnmoaob xmdgg-
mgbo Loydgdol Fgbobgd GGomoios (sb&omdos ©s smgdLobo®mos)
dbmmme HmIom o6 Fgdmezetammb.

sbggbs

939 Fgdmbobmem Fyotrmdg oyt bmdom, LodstrmgzggmmTo bodm-
3oJdmemm 39833006Mgmdal Bgbobgd 33mgze3 sh3gbs, Hm3 Lagdesmggmmb
93 gbosl 86 5gd3Lb SoBs3060 bodmodnmm sbsdsdo. cbmGonm-mg-
mEMma0nMo sbomodol Loxymdggmdg bogmgd LotRINbm bogds, Lodm-

godamm 9fyzgdo xoggol gomgomobfobgdol 3M0bzodom, {doboo
3bMos 3o6zgmfmegdmmol dogch Logamabom ogdotdools oxgmdbgds.

38 o3 gyoboo 3otg Logandzgmlb agmegsdmdl: Gemeinsamer orthodox-katholischer
Arbeitskreises St. Irendus (Hg.), Im Dienst an der Gemeinschaft. Das Verhdltnis von
Primat und Synodalitit neu denken. Eine Studie des Gemeinsamen orthodox-katholischen
Arbeitskreises St. Irendus (Paderborn 2018), 60-68 (Nr. 10.1-10.21).
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NB6mm 33056009m FTysrmgdBo Lbgs Imiodnmgdol dmmgsfamdsbaig o6
dm3ygmmos Lagmmsto sedes apostolicae @osxndbgds. s3gbsw, FTystrmg-
30l 0065b3o®, LogetrmggmmBo Fotmdmmagbomos s@modo@mms306o bodm-
godnmm 3933300609mds, HM3malb mgandndsEos 939380Mwgds vdzg-
gl g3emgbosl, 396dme s6@omdool 3omgo®sl, bosi M3nsmmeo ngbm
JHob@ gl dmFoxggdo ImmgeFamdwbgb.

0939 b3d3obdomn s LEYmo Fgabgdoo Mbos 500baTbmb, OMI vMe-
306053060 Ladmognemm 3933300MHgMdS 36 godmcoibagl g3obzm3m-
Lgdol, Lsgdobgzm3mbm dbobnmgdol, ngMstdool 39MHB0z9mmE g3 330-
©M9mBdonmdsL 089600l G gho@mmosdg Jgmmbg Loy 3mbowsb mgdwy,
6Hm3gemo(3, 0og0b dBMog, s6Gomdool gdobgm3mbgdol balbbol gmmeosl-
300 Jgbfogmol boxmdzgmdg Fgodmagds smmagl. g3mgbogdols (sb6&0-
mdos-bagdstrmggmm) 3omhmsedoto 3538060 o Lsdmaodmmm FHuogo
MP939@™dolL obGmEommo bdgds Mbos Fmoegegl Ladosmggmml g3-
mgbool 30639 oEILEGNMIINMm 930L3m3mbol 303F06mL s6Gomdoals
09656 J9305b. 535Lmsb, 033gMreGm 3MbLESEEG0by ool MHmL dm-
03509 9b6&omgdool 3omgdols ndsmmabo 0gcotdgdo s 83 omgdsl
0593930905690 99m0 g30L3m3580 FoMImowagbwbab Jotrmmmo ogeot-
Joob, dobo Log3obgm3mbm bobal eds 3030t gdgm Mammbl, HmIgmmas
3b@omdogco badbol dg8zgmdom LadormzgmmBo sbodsdo ommgl Ls-
93 gbom-bo369896@ MM (sBmgMgdsb.

Lodomggmmb g3mabool obdmGomms osbNMgdanmo gb s-
Ledsdo MgMEMzoNBH0 NZSMLIBGOHOLoMS(3 Fgodmgds gsbobobdmammb
Omambg 9bGomdool Lods@mostmrdmlb, Gmamé gs-g3mgbools dgd-
330009, LoEsE B0dmoYHor sRILEGYMISYs FobsbFom3g@ygama-
30b, Imdmgcgdobs s dmEodnmms dmmgzsfgmds. obGmeonm-mgmmm-
3090600 5b5m0bob boxgmdzgmdg gb oblggbgdo Jodotrmnymos 3o6ownadals
B9(33em0b3gb, BMImol domoms(s, sbMos Imodnmol botogngol 3o-
Mo033ds LogdohmggmmBo gzmgbool LodmEodnmm obsdsdol of Fo-
6Imeggbomo BHg3mblEcmndioom 9bros Igosgemmb. bsdmsodmmm dgd-
33006Mgmdab boghom LyMsoo bggdolb Loboo Fgdwgabsotewm Fgodmgds
0d6gL §oe3mmagboemo:

4 0gbm géob@g (0gtnbsmnddo)

4 0gbem geobegb 8mzodamo (39 g 56&0mdosdo, [Brt. gom. 2,11])

Lb3gd™MSb ghmow (33emyg, d5MbsdS,...)

4 930b3m3mbgdo, Hmame s dmzodmmob 893330009980 (s6&0mdoals

93e2gb0sd0)

4 930b3m3mbol g53Bs36s LagstrmzgmmBo (omsbg) (s6&omdools g3-

mgboosb)
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3 93mgboobs s Laggmgbom 0g@stdool sxmdbgds (Ladotrmag-
mmJo)
4 bogdstrmggmmb g3emgbool g3abgm3mbgdo

d,bgd60309, 33emg30L gb Bggan o6 Mbos Bgxnsbrogl bedmodnmm
93gbosdg, 9xtm LfmMsw, g3magbool bsdmsogdnmm Focdmadsgmmdals
BqLobgd, @ot0olb 0ddob dgmmdsm. ol Jobbsw obobagh gamagbool bo-
dmEodmmm 39833000609md0L Fg3dstodo Lycmsmol oagbsl sb6@om-
Joolb 3smge®owesb 3m@odmbdsmam@o (Communio-Netz) 353806930l
39939mB0m, OmMIgmbsz, moz0lL IbGr0g, SoGo3060 bodmizodnmm osbs-
3530 ©g3L, og dmmgzofg dmzodmnemgdol, dobfogmgdmgdols s Fobsbfs-
6398 939mgdol godm s HMIgmo megobo bsdmsodymm 39333000 gm-
3ol abodsdl 3g@®g Imiodnmb m3s3domgdl.

Bgxodg9d0L Loboom ¢Mbws 0mgdgal, M3 Fobodwgdothg 33maggol Lo-
boo 3otrggmo a35J3L Igmmds 0dob Fgbobgd, Hm3 obBmGonmswo
©503LEGNMIdINMO S MIMEPMmgoNMmoE 3sdystgdnmos Lagdsmggmmb
93gbool Logamabom-ogMetrdommo sbodsdol sbotMosbgmmowsb 3g-
&MaLgMm 3o65003d5dg gosligms, Mo dMbgdMogos, Fgdoamdo s3o-
©9dogmo s bLodgEboghm obgmbogdal Logsbl FocmBmawagbl.

©5dmfdgdsbo

dsgdhsdg, 0do@®o. obBm&os bogsGmggenmbo mdzgemolb o®mocsd dg-
10 bomzmbolb obobEHmemsdog. mdomobo: bGedds g.a. Igbbobs, 1889.

Fgmodg, 9003g6. Lodomnggmml dosrmmdsogdgmo gzmgbool Lo-
dmgodamm ©o39dbgdnmmdol dgEbogdmmo 3@ 3039dMmadgdo.
Patomo 3obhggmo; bomgooldgdyggenm-bsdyibogerm Iommdgdo, @.
6 (2015): 107-293.

ROBOMN0dY, 365605 [Bo@OHm3mmodo]. Lodomoggemmb bodmiodnemm g3
m9boob obBm&os, .1. »domobo: semomm, 22009.

Brandes, Wolfram. ,,Apostel Andreas vs. Apostel Petrus? Rechtsraume und
Apostolizitat®. Zeitschrift des Max-Plack-Instituts fiir europdische Rechts-
geschichte 23 (2015): 120-150.
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Florovskij, Georgij. V. Sobornost. Kirche, Bibel, Tradition. Aus dem Englischen

39 ob. Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 510-514.
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The Origins of Sacramental Church Life in Georgia

Keywords: The Church of Georgia, apostolic succession, ecclesiastical hierar-
chy, Apostle Andrew, St. Nino

1. Introduction: Research Area and Hypothesis

In the conclusion of my article “Die hl. Nino. Zur Christianisierung Geor-
giens durch eine Frau und die damit verbundenen Herausforderungen fiir die
Kirche”, published in Kadmos 13.2021, I raised a question as to who initiated
the sacramental church life in Georgia upon a call from a former captiva, re-
ferred to as Nino in later sources. In this article, I will attempt to answer the
question: Who stood at the origins of the sacramental church life in Georgia
or, to put it in other words, by the mediation of which apostolic cathedra was
the Church of Georgia (Iberia)? entitled to apostolic succession?’

The intrinsic challenge of reconstructing the apostolic origins of the

1 Ephrdm Givi Lomidze, ,,Die hl. Nino. Zur Christianisierung Georgiens durch eine Frau
und die damit verbundenen Herausforderungen fiir die Kirche®, Kadmos (13/2021): 9-62.

2 The same as “The Apostolic Autocephalous Orthodox Church of Georgia”. This title is not
used in the article, as the research chronology mainly focuses on the 1st millennium, when
the Georgian Church did not officially bear its present name. Also, Iberia and Georgia,
mainly referring to its eastern part, are used synonymously.

3 For more information, see Ephram Givi Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion
des apostolischen Ursprungs der Kirche Georgiens Zur Frage der Tradition der
antiochenisch-petrinischen Sukzession auf der Basis der Quellen bis Mitte des 12. Jh.s.
Manuskript der katholisch-theologischen Fakultit der Universitit Wien 2021 eingereichten
Habilitationsschrift (forthcoming. Band 4 der Reihe Theologische Orient&Okzident-
Studien, St. Ottilien: EOS-Verlag, 2022).
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Church in Georgia is that St. Nino, being a woman, did not have the authori-
ty to ordain ecclesiastical hierarchs in Georgia. This anthropological constant
gave rise to a number of different hypotheses regarding the origins of the local
hierarchy.* Of the various apostolic hypotheses relating to the sees of Antioch,
Jerusalem, Pontus, Constantinople, etc., the Georgian Church uncondition-
ally adheres to the version of the Christianization of Georgia by Apostle An-
drew the First-Called.” This version was adopted as an indubitable truth at the
Church Council of Ruis-Urbnisi (Georgia) in 1103 (or 1105),° which explains
the dominant tradition in the Georgian Church regarding its self-identifica-
tion as the Church of Saint Andrew, founded through the Apostle’s activities
back in the 1% century.” The impact of the 12"-century decree of the Council
of Ruis-Urbnisi on the historiography of Christianization of Georgia remains
powerful even today. In fact, the present-day Georgian Church has indoctri-
nated the tradition of St. Andrew’s founding of the Georgian Church solely
based on the mentioned decree.®

The Historia Ecclesiastica of Eusebius of Caesarea led me to question
the direct links between the foundation of the Georgian Church and Apos-
tle Andrew. Eusebius gives an account of Andrew’s missionary work in dif-
ferent countries, mainly by drawing on Luke the Evangelist and Origen of Al-
exandria’, but makes no mention of the Christianization of Iberia. This fact
prompts the need to study early sources on the Apostolic origins of the Geor-
gian Church from the perspective of historical criticism. The importance of
the critical approach is further demonstrated by the diversity of Christianiza-
tion topoi preserved in Georgian historiography. If we follow the version of the
apostolic foundation of the Georgian Church by Andrew in the 1* century, we

4  Cf.: Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 474-475.

The conversion of Georgia is also associated with the works of other apostles. However, the
collective memory primarily attributes the fact to Apostle Andrew.

6 Here and henceforth cf.: Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 23-29,
Bibliography and footnotes 1-16.

7 Cf.: Edisher Chelidze, “Evidence on the Apostolic Foundation of the Georgian Orthodox
Church. First Letter”. In Theological-Scientific Studies, vol. 6 (Tbilisi 2015): 107-293 and
Anania Japaridze [Metropolitan], The History of the Georgian Apostolic Church, vol. 1
(Thilisi: Alilo, 22009), 118.

Cf.: Research findings, Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 148-154.

Cf.: Eusebius von Cisarea h. e. III, 1, 1-2; German translation: Fusebius von Casarea,
Kirchengeschichte. Herausgegeben und eingeleitet von Heinrich Kraft. Ubersetzung von
Philipp Haeuser (1932), durchgesehen von Hans Armin Girtner, Darmstadt %2011 (=
unverdnderter Nachdruck der Auflage Miinchen 31989), 151 and Origenes, comm. in
Gen. 111, 24. In PG 12, 91; German translation: Die Kommentierung des Buches Genesis.
Eingeleitet, tibersetzt und erldutert von Karin Metzler (Origenes. Werke mit deutscher
Ubersetzung 1/1) (Berlin, New York: de Gruyter, 2010), 153.
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will hardly be able to explain why the newly converted King Mirian of Kartli
(284-361)" had to invite clergy from ecclesiastic centres outside his kingdom
to officiate his baptism, as related in Rufinus’ Historia ecclesiastica, the earli-
est source about the Christianization of Georgia.'! Even if we assume that the
Iberians, converted by Apostle Andrew, later relapsed to paganism, it is still
not possible to attribute the foundation of the Georgian Church directly to
Andrew (Stadoxn-diadoché, successio apostolica), as, according to the story of
King Bakur preserved in Rufinus’ Historia ecclesiastica, in the 4™ century, King
Mirian asked Emperor Constantine the Great (306-337) to send clergy to his
country to lay the foundation for sacramental life in Georgia. From the purely
theological perspective, this information is of key importance to the question
raised in this article.

The ambivalent circumstances related to King Mirian’s conversion and
baptism explain the differences found in 4" to 12 century Latin, Greek, Cop-
tic-Sahidic, Armenian, Antioch and Georgian sources, more than 30 in all.'?
A viable hypothesis to venture, based on the analysis of these sources, as well
as on the study of the canonical rules of Church organization and governance
established by the first four Ecumenical Councils," can be formulated as fol-
lows: The hierarchical origins of the Georgian Church trace back to Antioch
on the Orontes, a prominent episcopal see in early Christianity, from which
the apostolic succession of the Georgian Church indirectly derives.'* Sedes An-

10 For the establishment of King Mirian’s regnal years, see Stephan H. Rapp Jr., "The
Christianization of Eastern Georgia. Cross-Cultural and Pan-Regional Perspectives." In
Iberien zwischen Rom und Iran. Beitrdge zur Geschichte und Kultur Transkaukasiens (Oriens
und Occidens 29), Frank Schleicher, Timo Stickler und Udo Hartmann (Hg.) (Stuttgart:
Franz Steiner Verlag, 2019), 183; Dimitri Bakradze, The History of Georgia from the Early
Period to the End of the 10th Century (Tbilisi: E.G. Meskhi Press, 1889), 139 places the years
of King Mirian between 265 and 342.2.

11 Cf: Rufinus, h. e. X,11; Edition: Eusebius von Césarea, Die Kirchengeschichte/Historia
ecclesiastica. Teil 2: Die Biicher VI bis X. Uber die Mirtyrer in Palistina. Herausgegeben
von Eduard Schwartz. Die lateinische Ubersetzung des Rufinus bearbeitet von Theodor
Mommsen. Griechisch und Lateinisch (GCS 9/2), Leipzig: De Gruyter, 1908, 973-
976; deutsche Teil-Ubersetzung in: Ilma Reif8ner, Georgien, Geschichte - Kunst — Kultur
(Freiburg, Basel, Wien: Herder, 1989), 24-26; see also Chapter 3.2.2 below.

12 A table with the sources is provided in Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion,
467-473.

13 The question is discussed in more detail in Lomidze, Historisch-theologische
Rekonstruktion, 259-264. The study draws on the earliest source about the conversion of
Iberia and employs the historical-theological analysis of the canons of ecumenical councils,
as well as the historical-critical method, to provide detailed arguments for the identification
of the early Church from which Constantine I could have sent clergy to Iberia.

14 See study by Johannes Hofmann, Zentrale Aspekte der Alten Kirchengeschichte (Theologische
Lehr- und Lernbiicher 4/1) (Wiirzburg: Echter Verlag, 2012).
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tiochiae was connected to St. Peter’s work in the mid-3 century at the latest
(first attested in writing in Origen’s homily on Luke, composed after the year
232)." Furthermore, the formation of the Church of Antioch is associated with
the work of St. Paul and local prophets and teachers.

This article aims to study the links between an apostle, an apostolic see
(sedes apostolica) and the apostolic succession of the Georgian Church. Theo-
logically, these links are to be considered in the light of unbroken apostol-
ic succession.'® Thus, the research will address several questions that remain
hitherto understudied: does the historical and theological context allow us to
trace the authority of the Georgian Church to any of the apostles through an
unbroken direct lineage, or is it possible to identify any of the prominent cen-
tres of early Christianity at the origins of the apostolic succession of the Geor-
gian Church? Thus, the research focuses not merely on the apostolic origins of
Christian ministry in Georgia, but also and primarily on the unbroken lineage
linking the Georgian ecclesiastical hierarchy with apostolic succession. By an-
alyzing Georgian and foreign sources, and looking into historical evidence on
the relations between early episcopal sees, I will attempt to answer the ques-
tions regarding the unbroken apostolic succession transmitted through the
consecration of clergy and traceable from the Apostles of Christ to the Geor-
gian ecclesiastical hierarchy.

Geographically, the research is mostly limited to the core area of west-
ern Georgia (Kartli-Iberia), and only rarely extends to the Black Sea periphery
(Lazica-Colchis). Chronologically, this article focuses on the period of conver-
sion of Georgia from the 1* through the 4" (and partly the 5%) centuries. Al-
most all early sources identify Mtskheta, the old capital of Georgia, as the place
of the foundation of the Georgian National Church, where the royal family was
converted to the new faith and the Georgian ecclesiastical hierarchy was estab-
lished. These events are directly related to the question of the apostolic origins
of the Georgian Church.

2. Research Method

To answer the research questions, the sources were analyzed using the
historical-critical methodology, in combination with the theological perspec-
tive."” The following questions were formulated: what are the available sources

15 Cf.: Origenes, hom. In Luc. VI, 4 [zu: Lk 1,39-45], in GCS 9, 34; deutsch nach: In Lucam
Homiliae. Homilien zum Lukasevangelium. Erster Teilband. Ubersetzt und eingeleitet von
Hermann-Josef Sieben (FC 4/1), (Freiburg: Herder, 1991), 99.

16 Fore more details, see Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 163-191.

17 Regarding the research method, see.: Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion,
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and from what period do they date? How reliable are they? What information
do they provide about the origins of the Georgian episcopal Church as regards
the unbroken lineage of apostolic succession? And primarily, what are they
silent about? This research is the first attempt to pay attention to lacunae ob-
served in the sources. For example, sources about the conversion of Georgia

dated earlier than 11" century make no mention of the apostolic succession of
ministry in Georgia deriving from Apostle Andrew. To facilitate the analysis of
the diverse sources, they were classified based on the inclusion or exclusion of
St. Nino and St. Andrew.

The following five types of sources were distinguished, which marks the

methodological novelty of the research:

Type A: No reference to conversion'®

Type B: Reference to St. Nino; no reference to St. Andrew"’
Type C: No reference to either St. Nino or St. Andrew”
Type D: Reference to St. Andrew; no reference to St. Nino?!
Type E: Reference to both St. Andrew and St. Nino.*

Furthermore, an original tridimensional method (3-D method) was de-

signed to reconstruct the unbroken line leading to the apostolic origins, which
is the first methodological attempt of its kind applied in the theological recon-

18
19
20
21
22

155-160. The theological-historical methodology is not as yet used in all its diversity in
Orthodox theology. For more information in this regard, see a study by Romanian Orthodox
theologian and priest, Ioan Moga, Orthodoxe Selbst- und Fremdbilder. Identitditsdiskurse der
rumdnischen orthodoxen Theologie im Verhdltnis zur Romisch-Katholischen Kirche in der
Zeit von 1875 bis 1989 (Religion and Transformation in Contemporary European Society
18) (Wien: V&R Unipress, 2020), 48-50. Another helpful study in this regard is a work by
a Greek Orthodox theologian, Konstantinos Nikolakopoulos, Das Neue Testament in der
Orthodoxen Kirche. Grundlegende Fragen einer Einfiihrung in das Neue Testament (Berlin:
LIT Verlag, 2014), especially 300-320; likewise an overview ,,Die orthodoxe Hermeneutik
in ihrem Selbstverstindnis und die historisch-kritische Methode®; Falk Wagner, ,,Zur
Theologiegeschichte des 19. und 20. Jahrhunderts®, ThR 53 (1988): 113-200; Friederike
Niissel, Theologiegeschichte. Die geschichtliche Realisierung des Themas der Theologie,
in Historiographie und Theologie. Kirchen- und Theologiegeschichte im Spannungsfeld von
geschichtswissenschaftlicher Methode und theologischem Anspruch (Arbeiten zur Kirchen-
und Theologiegeschichte 15) Wolfram Kinzig, Volker Leppin und Giinther Wartenberg
(Hg.) (Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, 2004), 203-221.

See Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 237-243 and Chapter 3.2.1 below.
Ibid., 245-360 and Chapter 3.2.2 below.
Ibid., 361-378 and Chapter 3.2.3 below.
Ibid., 379-398 and Chapter 3.2.4 below.
Ibid., 399-463 and Chapter 3.2.5 below.
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struction of church history in general.”® The method allowed me to identify
and differentiate between the following three dimensions of the hermeneutical
analysis of (church) history:

1-D, the national and ecclesiastical-political dimension;
2-D, the purely theological dimension, and;
3-D, the historical-theological dimension.

This methodological framework ensures clarity in addressing the research
questions.” Thus, the present study employs the historical-critical approach
with a theological focus, at the interface of critical historiography and histor-
ical theology.

Additionally, a four-sector table was designed to better visualize apostol-
ic succession for the purpose of historical-theological analysis. The following
lines were identified:

I The vertical line of unbroken apostolic succession, i.e. a top-down series,
succession of bishops descending from the Apostles;
II The horizontal line, representing side by side the communio network of
Churches;

III Direct apostolic succession, which requires the personal presence of an
Apostle in the converted country, and

IV Indirect apostolic succession, which implies the transmission of the
unbroken apostolic lineage through the mediation of the existing sedes
apostolicae.”

23 See Chapter 4 for more details on the 3-D method.

24 About the original 3-D research method designed for the study, see Lomidze, Historisch-
theologische Rekonstruktion, 477-479.

25 The following works are especially helpful for the study of the question: Joseph Ratzinger,
»Primat, Episkopat und successio apostolica®, JRGS 12: 212-232; Joseph Ratzinger, ,Die
kirchlichen Bewegungen und ihr theologischer Ort, JRGS 8/1, 363-390; Georgij V.
Florovskij, Sobornost. Kirche, Bibel, Tradition. Aus dem Englischen iibersetzt von Ilija
Trojanow. Mit einem Nachwort von Georgios Metallinos (Werkausgabe 1), (Miinchen:
Kyrill & Method Verlag, 1989); Ioan-Vasile Leb, ,Der Heilige Geist. Apostolisches Amt
und Einheit der Kirche - eine Orthodoxe Perspektive, Studia Universitatis Babes-Bolyai
- Theologia Orthodoxa 1-2 (1999): 51-66; Martin George, Apostolic Succession and the
Unity of the Church. Some Aspects of the Theory and Practice of the Early Church and Their
Application in Contemporary Ecclesiology (Portland, Oregon (MSC), 1985). (Masterarbeit in
der orthodoxen Theologie am St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, Crestwood,
NY, 1977); Dumitru Staniloae, Orthodoxe Dogmatik. Bd. 3. Mit einem Vorwort von Jiirgen
Moltmann. Aus dem Ruménischen iibersetzt von Hermann Pitters (Okumenische Theologie
16), Solothurn u.a.: Benziger Verlag, 1995; John Zizioulas, “Apostolic Continuity of the
Church and Apostolic Succession in the First Five Centuries”, Louvain Studies 21 (1996):
153-168; Andreas Merkt, ,,,Amt der Tradition  und ,Carisma der Wahrheit' Die theologische
Bedeutung der apostolischen Sukzession bei Irendus von Lyon und Augustinus®, IKaZ 40
(2011): 221-233; Andreas Merkt, ,,Das Problem der apostolischen Sukzession im Lichte der
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The methodological design presented above provides convincing guid-
ance to findings that will be discussed in the subsequent chapters.

3. Literature Review: Secondary and Primary Sources

3.1 Secondary Sources: Scholarly Literature

The historical-critical analysis of more than 30 multilingual primary
sources presently available to me, and the study of secondary sources com-
posed in different languages (including Georgian, Arab, Russian, French, En-
glish, German and Italian) between 1665 and 2015, by 58 authors in all,*® have
shown that the focal point of my research - tracing the links between the Apos-
tles and the origins of Christian ministry in Georgia in terms of unbroken ap-
ostolic succession — remains unaddressed. A number of authors associate the
apostolic succession of the Georgian Church with St. Andrew directly, while
others look for the founder of the Georgian Church among other Apostles.?’
Metropolitan Anania Japaridze, Professor at the Tbilisi Orthodox Theological
Academy, who remains a highly reputed scholar of the history of the Georgian
Church, attributes the conversion of Georgia to six Apostles at once.”® Others
associate the origins of apostolic succession in Georgia with early centres of
Christianity, predominantly Antioch.

Patristik In Das kirchliche Amt in apostolischer Nachfolge I. Grundlagen und Grundfragen
(Dialog der Kirchen 12), Theodor Schneider und Gunther Wenz (Hg.) (Freiburg, Gottingen:
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht Verlage, 2004), 264-295.

26 See the following works: Macarius of Antioch (1665), Timote Gabashvili (1775), Anton
II. Dadiani (1801), Davit Bagrationi (1805), Platon Ioseliani (1843), Teimuraz Batonishvili
(1848), Marie-Félicité Brosset (1849), The History of Georgian Hierarchy (1853), Sulkhan
Baratashvili (1871), Gobron (Mikhail) Sabinin (1877), Dimitri Bakradze (1879), Dimitri
Janashvili (1882), Mose Janashvili (1886), Dimitri Bakradze (1889), Kalistrate Tsintsadze
(1892), Vasil Pottosi (1894), Ivane Javakhishvili (1898/1900), Polievktos Karbelashvili (1900),
Antol Natroshvili (Natroeva 1900), Anonymous Meskhi (Ivane Gvaramadze 1901), Aurelio
Palmieri (1902), Niko Marr (1902), Ilia Peradze (1902-1903), Kalistrate Tsintsadze (1905),
Sergi Gorgadze (1905), Dimitri Janashvili (1906?), Meliton Kelenjeridze (1906), Niko Marr
(1906), Ivane Javakhishvili (1908), Mikheil Tamarashvili (Tamarati 1910), Sargis Kakabadze
(1912), Ekvtime Takaishvili (1913/1914), Korneli Kekelidze (1914), Meliton Kelenjeridze
(1918), Evsevi Nikoladze (1918), Raymond Janin (1922/1997), Korneli Kekelidze (1925/26,
1927/30), Josef Markwart (1928), Paul Peeters (1932) Mikheil Tarkhnishvili (1940/41, 1951),
Nino Salia (1966), Peter Hauptmann (1974), Julius Af3falg (1984), Tamila Mgaloblishvili
(1988), Lothar Heiser (1989), Anania Japaridze (1989-1999), Vakhtang Goiladze (1991),
Giorgi Mamulia (1992), Bernadette Martin-Hisard (1993), Michel van Esbroeck (1996,
1998), Bernadette Martin-Hisard (1998), Tamila Mgaloblishvili (1998), Zaza Abashidze
(2006), Wolfgang Hage (2007), Tamila Mgaloblishvili (2009), Tamara grdzelidze (2011),
Eldar Bubulashvili (2011), Elisher Chelidze (2015).

27 For more details, see Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 148-154.
28 See Japaridze, History of the Georgian Apostolic Church, 130.
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3.2 Primary Sources
3.2.1 Places not mentioned by Eusebius (a Greek source)

Eusebius’ work forms the earliest stratum of historiographic narratives and
historical compilations. Being the only source in Type A, the work makes no
mention of the direct or indirect apostolic foundation of the Georgian Church
as of the beginning of the 4" century, although Eusebius was well aware of the
country of Iberia® situated near Armenia.*® With this in mind, the conversion
of Iberia can be dated to a period subsequent to the creation of Eusebius’ His-
toria Ecclesiastica.

3.2.2 King Bakur’s earliest account of the conversion of Georgia (Latin,
Greek, Coptic-Sahidic and Armenian sources)

The earliest written source about the conversion of Kartli reflects an oral
account recorded in Palestine or Jerusalem and attributed to King Bakur (Ba-
curius) of Georgia. The tradition found its way into Rufinus’ Church Histo-
ry and, later, with similar revisions, into the histories of Socrates, Sozomen,
Theodoret of Cyrus, Anonymous Cyzicenus and Theophanes, Coptic-Sahidic
works, the Chronicle of John of Nikiu, as well as the work of Moses of Chorene
(presumably inspired by Philo of Tirak’s Armenian translation of Socrates’
Church History) (Type B). To Type B also belong Juansher, the anonymous
author of the Conversion of Georgia, and Nikon of the Black Mountain. Ac-
cording to Bakur’s account, the Christianization of Georgia took place in the
times of Constantine I (306-337).

As according to the Decrees of the First (Nicaea 325) and Second (Con-
stantinople 381) Ecumenical Councils, Antioch was officially responsible for
the Christianization of the East. At the beginning of the 4" century, Constan-
tine I could only summon the clergy for royal baptism and the consecration of
ecclesiastical hierarchy in Georgia from the See of Antioch. This may prompt
preliminary conclusions regarding the Antiochian roots of church ministry
and apostolic succession in Georgia. This finding lays the foundation for the
reconstruction of the apostolic succession of the Georgian Church.

29 See Korneli Kekelidse, Die Bekehrung Georgiens zum Christentum. Mit einer Karte
(Morgenl.18) (Leipzig Verlag: J. C. Hinrichs, 1928), 37 with literature ibid. footnote 1.

30 Eusebius is aware of Christianity in Armenia. Cf.: Eusebius von Cdsarea h. e. VI, 46, 1-2 and
Josef Rist, ,Nino versus Gregor. Die Christianisierung Iberiens im Vergleich zu Armenien".
In Iberien zwischen Rom und Iran. Beitrige zur Geschichte und Kultur Transkaukasiens
(Oriens und Occidens 29), Frank Schleicher, Timo Stickler und Udo Hartmann (Hg.)
(Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 2019), 203-204.
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3.2.3 Armenian Sources

The Armenian sources dating from the mid-5" century (Koriun, Agath-
angelos, Faustus of Byzantium) are to be assigned to Type C, as they associate
the foundation of the Georgian Church with the Armenian influence. The Ar-
menian version originates in the early 5™ century and is therefore historically
unreliable as, firstly, Latin and Greek sources (Types A and B) date the con-
version of Georgia one century earlier, to the times of Emperor Constantine
the Great, and, secondly, episcopal structure independent from Armenia was
already “in place” in Georgia at the beginning of the 5" century. Nonethe-
less, the two countries maintained good-neighbourly relations. An exception
within Type C is a 6""-century work of Greek provenance authored by Theo-
dore Anagnostes. While the work is silent about the conversion of Georgia, it
nevertheless contains a list of bishops attending the First Ecumenical Council
of Nicaea (325), with three of them allegedly being Greek bishops from the
eastern Black Sea coast. This mention, which I find stereotypical, is seen in
the context of Georgian scholarship as firm evidence of ecclesiastical hierar-
chy in Georgia existing before the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea, which,
naturally, cannot be found reliable in the absence of practically any surviving
records from this Council.*!

3.2.4 The Revival of Apocrypha: Acts of Andrew (Greek Sources)

Type D consists of Greek sources from after the 9" century and their
11"-century Georgian translations (Epiphanes, Nicetas, anonymous author of
the Acts of Apostle Andrew, Euthymius the Athonite (Ekvtime Atoneli) and
George the Lesser (Giorgi Mtsire), which only describe the conversion of Geor-
gia, without any reference to the foundation of the local Church.’” They are
based on the apocryphal tradition on Apostle Andrew, widespread in gnostic
and Manichean circles from the 4 century, and severely criticized as anti-re-
ligious by Eusebius. Remarkably enough, this very tradition was recognized
and adopted by Georgians from the 11"-12' centuries, as a result of which the
apostolic tradition in Georgia has since been deemed as originating from St.
Andrew and not from the See of Antioch and hence Apostle Peter.

31 See. Hofmann, Zentrale Aspekte der Alten Kirchengeschichte, 150.

32 Cf.: Wolfram Brandes, ,, Apostel Andreas vs. Apostel Petrus? Rechtsraume und Apostolizitit®,
Zeitschrift des Max-Plack-Instituts fiir europdische Rechtsgeschichte 23 (2015): 120-150. The
author questions Apostle Andrew’s direct involvement in the foundation of the Church of
Constantinople. In this regard, see Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 482-
484, especially, footnote 1833; also, Guliko Sophia Vashalomidze, Die Stellung der Frau im
alten Georgien. Georgische Geschlechtsverhiltnisse insbesondere wihrend der Sasanidenzeit
(Orientalia Biblica et Christiana 16) (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2007), 44.
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3.2.5 Combined Sources - Attempts to Reconcile the Contradictory
(Georgian Sources)

Type E texts, which combine the St. Nino and St. Andrew narratives, can
only be found in Georgian sources dating from the 11" century onwards (Le-
ontius of Ruisi (Leonti Mroveli), Ephrem the Lesser (Efrem Mtsire), the Acts of
Church Council in Ruis-Urbnisi, the Anonymous author of the Life of Davit
and Konstantine, Arsen the Monk, Nikoloz Gulaberisdze, and the Life of Peter
the Iberian). Since that period (and even to this day) the historical lacuna be-
tween the 1° (St. Andrew) and 4™ (St. Nino) centuries is filled in as follows: Af-
ter St. Andrew’s mission in the 1* century, the country relapsed into paganism,
because of which, in the 4% century, God sent St. Nino to Georgia. Her mission
culminated in the foundation of the Georgian Church, which was made possi-
ble upon the arrival of Patriarch Eustathius of Antioch. Type E sources explic-
itly connect the Georgian Church with Antioch, which is implicitly suggested
by Type B sources dating from a much earlier period.

4. The First Instance of Using the 3-D Method

Although textual representation of all sources dealing with the Christian-
ization of Georgia and the related material would be impossible in a single
research paper, the article should nevertheless mention the names and authors
of the sources, as well as highlight their central narratives, by following the
proposed methodological design, in order to address the central point raised
in this study.

My next step was to build a comprehensive and unbiased picture by ana-
lyzing all of the above-mentioned sources. For this purpose, I designed a tridi-
mensional hermeneutical method (a 3-D method) aimed at the reconstruction
of the origins of the Georgian Church.”

4.1 The Political Interest of the National Church: Claims to Chronolog-
ical Primacy (1-D)

The study of primary and secondary sources dealing with the conversion
of Georgia and the foundation of the Church in this country, with a focus on
the national and ecclesiastical-political dimension, leads to the conclusion that
the St. Andrew narrative was first employed in the 11™ century to legitimize
the theory of direct apostolic succession claims, and thereby secure the sov-

33 See Chapter 2 above.
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ereignty of the Georgian Church. Thus, the Antiochene-Petrine cathedra was
replaced with the “cathedra” of St. Andrew the First Called so as to demarcate
from the Church of Antioch from the 11" century onwards (=1-D).**

4.2 The Orthodox dilemma: Theory vs Praxis (2-D)

The hermeneutics of the purely theological dimension, which remains
unexplored in the Georgian scholarly discourse, would fail to guide us to an
accurate answer, despite the fact that such an analysis has been attempted in
Orthodox theory in general (e.g. cf. Zizioulas®). The hermeneutical discourse
in question is exclusively ecclesiological and foregrounds the successiveness
between the College of Apostles and apostolic churches in general, rather than
placing emphasis on the details of a particular Apostle visiting a particular
country. However, due to the discrepancy between the theory and praxis, this
hermeneutical enterprise is rendered moot as, in reality, all Orthodox auto-
cephalous churches have (or “have come up with”) their “respective, private”
Apostles, as is the case in Georgia, and thus assert their direct apostolic lineage
(=2-D).*

4.3 Historical-Theological Hermeneutics (3-D)

The third category on the proposed 3-D model - historical-theological
hermeneutics - is the only perspective that can lead us to an answer to the
central research question of this article, as it shows the paradigmatic shift and
thus helps us to overcome the national and ecclesiastical-political (=1-D) and
purely theological (=2-D) perspectives.

A shift from the Andrian to Petrine paradigm shows that historically the
Georgian Church has been aligned towards Anitioch on the Orontes, while
theologically, it was indirectly entitled to apostolic succession through the an-
cient Antiochene cathedra, which claims a direct apostolic succession, evi-
denced by the work of apostles, prophets and teachers (Communio-Netz) and
goes back to Apostle Peter, with a literary attestation dated to a period no later
than Origen’s (=3-D).”’

34 See Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 481-492.
35 See Zizioulas’ above-mentioned work, Apostolic Continuity.

36 Ibid., 492-495.

37 1Ibid., 481-514.
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5. Relevance of the Study Findings

First: This researach opens up a new paradigm for the further study of the
Georgian Church, as well as other Eastern or Oriental-Orthodox Churches
aligned across the Byzantine tradition. This precedent may also inspire other
Churches to study their own history, legends and myths from the perspective
of historical-theological hermeneutics, in order to reconstruct an accurate his-
torical account from the available myths and narratives. Thus, the 3-D method
proposed herein can be applied to facilitate an unbiased study of the same
questions in the context of other National Churches. The research methods,
historical-theological analysis and critical approaches demonstrated herein
can be used not only for the study of the historical and theological dimensions
of the Christian East, but also for the enrichment of the university curriculum.

Second: The revision of Church history prevailed by nationalistic and pa-
triotic sentiments can be helpful in overcoming the claims to absolute primacy
and precedence that are rooted in political interests and power relations, and
are damaging for the true nature of the Church of Christ.*®

Third: Both historical and theological dimensions must be equally con-
sidered when attempting to study the Eastern Churches. Without historical,
evidence-based knowledge of its apostolic lineage (whether direct or indirect),
a Church will be left with nothing but the gnostic dimension in the literary
sense of the word, being totally deprived of its ecclesiastic nature, rooted in the
principles of apostolicity.

Fourth: the present smaller-scale analysis calls for an inter-Orthodox dia-
logue on the one hand and a dialogue with the Western Christian world on the
other. Alllocal Churches still face the need to liberate themselves from nation-
alistic sentiments and the ensuing (self-inflicted) ecclesiastical lapses, which is
especially conspicuous in the case of Orthodox Churches. On the other hand,
the same can be argued about the Catholic Church, which must overcome its
Roman narrowness, so that the Petrine tradition of the early Christian sees (of
Antioch and Alexandria) is not confined to Rome.

Conclusion

The study of apostolic succession in Georgia, conducted by analyzing
all surviving sources, revealed that there is no direct lineage of apostolic suc-

38 In this regard, an excellent argumentation is proposed in Gemeinsamer orthodox-
katholischer Arbeitskreises St. Irendus (Hg.), Im Dienst an der Gemeinschaft. Das Verhiltnis
von Primat und Synodalitiit neu denken. Eine Studie des Gemeinsamen orthodox-katholischen
Arbeitskreises St. Irendus (Paderborn, 2018), 60-68 (Nr. 10.1-10.21).
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cession between the Georgian Church and any of the apostles. The histori-
cal-theological approach questions the tradition of the foundation of the Geor-
gian Church by St. Andrew. Neither did the work of other Apostles mentioned
in later sources culminate in the establishment of the country’s own sedes apos-
tolicae. The study shows indirect apostolic succession transmitted through the
mediation of the Antiochene cathedra, which itself was founded by the person-
al involvement of Christ’s Apostles.

Furthermore, it can be argued convincingly, and in full awareness of all
relevant arguments, that indirect apostolic succession does not rule out the
vertical succession of episcopal ministry in Iberia from the 4™ century on-
wards, which must be reconstructed by a scrupulous study of the episcopal
list of Antioch. The direct link between the churches of Antioch and Georgia,
and the unbroken historical apostolic lineage, must include the first attested
episcopal communio between the Georgian Church and the Antiochean hier-
archs. The foundation of sacramental church life in Georgia is to be attributed
to top hierarchs of the Antiochene catheda of the times of Constantine I, and
the episcopate subordinated to it, who are to be seen as a link in the episcopal
line of Georgia’s apostolic succession.

These historically attested origins of the Georgian Church can also be de-
fined in theological terms by presenting the Georgian Church as an heir (de-
scendent) of the Mother Church of Antioch, which has a biblically attested
tradition of prophets, teachers and apostles. The historical-theological analysis
leads to a paradigmatic shift from the St. Andrew narrative to the lineage of
apostolic succession argued in this article and schematized below:

{ Jesus Christ (in Jerusalem)

d Christ’s apostle (Peter in Antioch [cf.: Galatians 2,11]) together with
other apostles (Paul, Barnabas...)

{ Bishops as successors of the apostle (in the Church of Antioch)

l Sending a bishop (John) to Georgia (from the Church of Antioch)

{ Founding a local Church and ecclesiastical hierarchy (in Georgia)

{ Bishops of the Georgian Church *

Naturally, this study should not be interpreted as an attempt to deny apos-
tolicity, or, more precisely, the apostolic succession of the Georgian Church. It
serves the sole purpose of reconstructing the true picture of Georgia’s apostolic
succession mediated by the horizontal Communio network of the Antiochene
cathedra, which itself has a direct apostolic succession through the work of
apostles, teachers, and prophets, and an attested connection with Apostle Pe-
ter.

In summary, this article is the first attempt to provide historical evidence

39 See Lomidze, Historisch-theologische Rekonstruktion, 510-514.
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and theological arguments in favour of a paradigmatic shift in the apostol-
ic succession of the Georgian Church from the Andrian to Petrine tradition,
which, naturally, requires further study and academic discussion.
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