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1 Joseph Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin (Calcutta: Baptist Mission Press,
1918).

3odmbo 15, 2023 97



LEoGos

33905bogmagdol Jgbobgd dg@ow momgdam 0bxmtdszosl agefgwol.
6035bomdmogos, Mm3 mbdymagdols 360d3bgemmgsbo bofomo LFmGgo

ombgd gdobobs s ghgamg -0l Logddosbo 3o3Focgdol smPgeol gor-
dmds.

3bo®os, 0bgzg Omamt (3 yggmes obGmEoymo Fystmb Fgdmbggzsdo,
5mb0Tbgmo mbdymagds 396 0dbgds LMo Mmdogddno, dg@onty,
6™ dob 53@™OL - 0mbgd gdobl Logmmeto AbmxrzmIbgozgmmds s
AmbsdEYd9d0 5gd3L. ol Lbgoalbgs obEmMonm Fystrmbomeb s bodgs-
Bogtrm dobomsbmeb Fgotgdol bogmdzgmdg 3odmmd, Fgbodmgdgmo
0gd6gds XVIII Lomzmbol dgmerg bobgatol 3gtommol Lsdbgotm-3memo-
803960 LYOHIMOL smEagbs s Fgbodsdolbow, MbdYM9dsBo godm(sg-
3o (36mdgdol bogndzgmdy gtgagmg II-0b 1760-0560 Femgdol 3og3e-
Lo 3mmo@ozsodg Abggmmds.

Ladbgo 3o335b00b dmaswo 3mmoGognMo doamdstgmds
1760-1770-0560 Femgdobogol

1760-1770-0060 §magdobogol Lodbegom 30335L00L BHgaombdo méo
©053m9 30009090 Jotrmanmo bsdggm (Jotomm-35690m0b bLodgnm ©s 0dg-
6900l Lsdgxrm) s IMsgsmo bobggtor odmNzowgdgmo Lobsbm s6-
LdMBL. LogmBsmadms, MmI Lodbego 3ogaobool GgModmeool got-
33990 bofomo 08gsds mbdsmgmol 033960ol 3Jmbos s3o398mo.2
53 396M0mobmzgol Jothomm-3569m0b Lodgrmdg smed 3M(EgmEYds SO (3
mbdsmgmol s 363 00560l 3mmoGogmdo go3mabgdo. smbebodbsgons,
™3 1762 Fmol 8 056356L gotrmonzgoms Jotrommol dgng mgodncsd 11,
mdgemoi 03 OHmobogol Gnbgmol 033960530, odmmdsgonto do-
Looom 0dymezgdmes.’ Jgbsdsdobow, dobds gogds, 3obgomal gxug gegamy
I1-3 1762 §9mb 0003535 Jotronmol bodgnm Gob@o s 93 3gMommowsbgg
030 Jotronm-30bgmol gogemosbgdmmo bsdgnmb Imbstdos (1762-1798).*
LognMomagdms, M3 1750-056 FmgdTo gobLogmmmgdamern sd@onto
Loby 3gmbms Jotrmmobs s 3obgmol LedgnmgdBo mgzgdol Jserdogm
m3JOmdgAL, M3ds3 oo g3ambmdogynmo dosbo dosygbs Jotroye be-
3983mgdlL.> Bonbgosgsw sdobs, 1760-06 Fmgddo ggzmg, dsdolb dbgs-
3Lo, v3Mdgmadl sd@oncd Lsdbgdm dmmodozgsl Lsdbtgm 3ogaolo-

2 Arthur Tsutsiev, Atlas of the Ethno-Political history of the Caucasus, trans. Nora Seligman
Favorov (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2014), map N3, 6.

3 Alexander Mikaberidze, Historical Dictionary of Georgia (Plymouth: The Scarecrow Press,
2007), 617-618.

0d3g, 285.
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LmRBmgdol sdEMBdoLS s MY 30Egdemmdol smmagbols Lygomo.

6 0d3g, 209.

Louise Nalbandian, The Armenian Revolutionary Movement (London: University of
California Press, 1963), 14-15.

8 odag, 15-17.

9  Vartan Gregorian, “The Impact of Russia on the Armenians and Armenia’, in Russia and
Asia: Essays on the influence of Russia on the Asian Peoples, ed. Wayne S. Vucinich (Stanford,
California : Stanford University 1972), 168-169.

3owdmbo 15, 2023 99



LEoGos

Bdmgogho FgdmbzgzeBo, Jormzggmagdol dbasgbo ob Fscmmsb ghmo
936m3gm LobgmdPoxrzmgdl Lobmgwbgb obdetmgdsl. brgdmms oLy,
6Hm3 mbLIsemgmol s 0Msbol gog3mgbgdolash gomagobnzmgdol dm@o-
300, bogmmeog LodbGmgo 3o335L00lL BganmbBa 0§ ygdmes dmbsbemgm-
30l 55%9bygd9d0, 0M33s gb I3Egmmmdgdo ymagmmazol ¢M3gogame dms-
36M©90m©s.!? LoymMsmgdms, Hm3 1760-0s60 Fmgdowsbgg Lodbegm
3933560530 Lobombm-gs63smegobnnmadgmo  dmdHomdgdol  sbomo
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10 Satenig Batwagan Toufanian, Le Piége de I'Orgueil: Un projet Républicain en Orient au
XVlIle siécle (Paris: Presses de I'Inalco, 2018), 97-102.

11 mmgsto Gnbsdzomo, ,Jorom-356900b LoBgmmlb MMomoghomds 3ogasboobs o
dobmmdgmo smdmbegmgmol bambgdmseb 39-18 boygmbals dgmerg bobggetBo; bods-
H039mmb Bgmeemn®o bobolb ob@mMoolb bsgombgdo, Foabo 2, Mgw. 8. ©yddedg
(00®0mobo: Igbogtgds, 1972), 91-95.

12 39b@sby adamo, ,OHubamol gogasbogmo 3mmodogs s ghgamg 11 in Scientific
Conference Caucasus and Caucasians: Abstract of Papers, 690. 935 335F96@0Msdg oo Jg-
09396 boodadg (mdamabo: ,mb0g9Mbamal 2009), 5.
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30530 oofym LFsgms.!® Mbdymgdol dobgogom, bLFsgmolb obtmmg-
30l B9dga 9dobo ggztm3ol 3mb@0bgbdnt bsFomBo, Lodbtgm 3ogaobo-
Sbs s HYbgmol 033960080 Imadomemmdl, Mol Jgdwmgasi 1763 Fgmb
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obdnmgdol dobgogom, 0mbgd gdobo Jotomm-3sbgmol Ladgrmb @9-
M0@mEH05dg 1763 Fgmb, Hmbgmol 03396000056 3033560mbol mgdob go-
300 Jg0b. 080 Moge30Mzggmem bEgBebfdobosBo Agthmgds, Lowss
3030mmdM0go ddshmnggmo Fobsbfsh goxdmbomagdamos gegimal
3096, ™3 9306L Bgbodsdolbo dsb3obdmmmds gonfomb. Msdwgbody wmals
899093, dgxol d3®dobgdoo 930bo Jotrmm-3o6g00l Lodgumb gmsds-
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Lobgmdg aogdnmo Fabomo, HmIgmBos ogo BHg3m3gbosiost 9fgalb

13 Jomogdo @sbogmgor 06o630.
14 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 5.

15 Hugh Chisholm, “Northumberland, Earls and Dukes of”, in Encyclopedia Britannica Vol.
19 (11th ed.) (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1911), 787-788.

16 A.P. Vloanuwucss, Mocug Omun (Epesan: Vsparenbctso AH Apmsanckoro CCP, 1989), 33.

17 Hugh Chisholm, “Vorontsov’, in Encyclopedia Britannica Vol. 28 (11th ed.) (New York:
Cambridge University Press, 1911), 212-213.
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LoobGgtrgbmes gMgamg Ignols s g3obolb otggmo Bgbgzgts, Hm-
qboi ob 833mAL: ,...I have left a country which is no less than a paradise
upon earth, and preffered Georgia or Armenia, which, without you, (whom
God preserve,) would be no more than a chaos®.. 3bsos, gdobo o3 9g3-
06393590 0bgmoblL sstgdL Lodmmbal, Lo 396 stsgtmo FotmBodg-
3o dgamdato dgodobs s Lodbgtm gobsmmgdsz Joomm. satgmay,

18 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 205-206.

19 93060l obdymagdol dobgmzom, o3 Fgtomagddy ombgd gdobb gegamg II-0bgsh 3s-
Lbo sesbmeglb dommos.

20 odgzg, 108-113.
21 ogdgg, 108-109.

22 [,...09 053&™39 J399obs, HmIgmos 0ges8ofodg o6ebsgmgdo bedmmbgs s gathog
Logotrmggmm 6 bmBbgmo, Lo ®dzgbl go698g (NBomo aBsMegEgm) Jombols
3980 sMox960 0dbgdmms.. . 0dsg, 206.
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MBmgdob bgmTo Rsbogmgdor, Lbzsmabbgs xkamzgdbs s Bgmmsamgdl
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Mo 0msbo bgm-bgms 3oMaogms 3o3emgbol LygMmgdl.? osbemmg-
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3bmdom, 96g3emg 3gug 06960l 3gdomol, Jgend-bsb bgbwolgsb Logs-
6353m (36mdsl 0mgdL. Bmamii 0033939, Jg03-bsb Bgbds 065630
94390 3mb3mE9gbG0 853oM(3bS s B LadbMgm 3033000l obedytm-
3o 3093560 gds. 06560l 3dsrnggmo gg3malb Mm@ods@ndl madezbols
©5 B30bsbly® 3omEadMmgdgdmsb ghmom Lsdgnm mpsbol Faztgdols
0 0EIdINMIdoL mkobolb Fgz6gd0lb Bsbmseb gogbszbsl ombmgl.*

23 0mbgd g30bo Jotromm-gzsbgmab Lsdgnmlb doMomsmsw dmablgbgdl Logdotrmggmme.
24 odgg, 207-208.
25 Mikaberidze, Historical Dictionary of Georgia, 472.

26  mmods Ygbagmos, 06sbo Jg@mnd-bsb bgbool wMmL (mdomoabo: dgboghgds, 1973),
61-62.

27  6§3nbgdnmo, BgnMzg. Joiod-bsbds LfmMgo gb Go@nmo sochos.

28 John H. Lorentz, Historical Dictionary of Iran (Lanham: The Scarecrow Press, 2007), 156.
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30 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 209.
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Jg603-b560l dogh ghrgamabomzgal gogdsgbom Mm@ 0ds@9dmnsb wo-
3989069300 56156506 0bxzmETo300L 56 335§ 30l gt gzemg II-0b Lodgxnm
3960b obEmME03mMbo M3sb Jogsebdga bgebgmmodg. bodsgogmem, ogo
LomdmMAL 1760 Fgmb gegzmal doge Jgerd-bsbol gem-gtomo Imfobs-
3309a30Ls s 3Mb3NEOIBG 0L, 5Ds@-b560lL (s3mbmo FotrdmBmdol Ls-
3bgthm mowgto, a. 1781 §.)*! F93yeHrmdsbs s 3ol 06msbol ggdomomsb
353b5365%9.%% 53 M0G0 3960 bodogolb sdbobn®mgdom, JaMod-bsb bg-
boobs o gg3mg Igngl BmEol 3mmodoznco PYOHM0gHNMd9BO ESMdS
©5 Jgogase 06sbds smoshs ghgamal M30OHMmdM 3mmoBo3neo go-
3emgbs Lodbtgo 30335L05dg.%% Ladbthgo 39335L0530 Jg0d-bsbols Jog®
9693mgL domonnmgdol 5056 9dsLmMsb s353306MHgd0m MmIsb bgtbge-
modg 50b03bogl, Hm3 gMhg3mal 5dageto 3mmo@oznto dsbgztol Tg-
3093 06560b 39Jomds bsdbtrgm 30335L00L bbgoobbgs bsbl gt gamg dg-
330b ImEBomgdoligb ImyFTmes.** bognHsomgdms, HmI gtgzmalb dogé
5B5@-b560b Bg3yHmdol s dobo Jgerod-bsbobomgol gowsgdol Bgbobgd
3bmdsL @030l LsobGMMom PbDNMgdsBo MgednMsd dogmsdombogs
(dorom-396900L 93565L369m0 Imbotrdol, gomErgn XII-ob gogo, 1782-
1846)* a35§300b o @obdgbl, ®m3 bodsbybme Jgthod-bsbds gehgamal
3ommds Jgbodsdobo Lsdmdgstom oMdMNLs.® 3530dHMd, ™3 mgo-
Aneod dogms@ombo o3 ,LodmdzecTo; mdsb bgMbgmmodol bgsgbocw,
J9603-bsboll doge gMhgamal Lobobmgddg domomamagdols smostgdsl
a9mobbImdl. 3boos, LadbMgom 3og3oLbool Lobsbmgdmsb dodstrmngdom,
m30Mggmabo, g@ggbol, gobgobs s bobohgzebol Lobsbmgddgs Log-
3560, MmM3magdoi XVIII Loyzmbols dgmeg bobggze®do Jorom-3zsbgmals
Lodgxrmb Jmbotzg Lobsbmgdo 0ygb96.%”

0D3@-b56msb  8393F0Mgdom, gdobo  aobbbgzeggdmem 0bxzm®ds-
3oL a300300L. bdMmadols dobgogom, Jger03-bobol ¢m@o0ds@ndol
domgdol 3939 geggemg 3gxngd MRgzs bobmgs 930bl, GmIgmdsi 3o-
&93mM0Nmo® ©593390maow 30ohbos ghgamal dbGMowsb Jgeod-bobol
306m398bg 30566 gds s ol drdmemol Fodmfygds gbmogeds. me-
30L0 3mBoool gobsdystrgdmom ob 5bsG-bsbol dsgsmoml 03ggmogdl.
dobo ®gdom, Mog0L POHMBY sBsG-bsbo dshmnmas 9hg3mg Igngb o9-
3ot (369800 s Fgdmaga GYzg 9309bgmgdl 300 ;mdboc doyyoosm Jg-

31 JohnR. Perry, Karim Khan Zand (Oxford: Oneworld publications, 2006), 47.

32 m3sb bgMbgammody, 3ggzmds ofsgmoa dgmtMabs (mdoemabo: 3gboggds, 1989), 58-59.
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36 0903gMed dogto@ombo, sbamo ob@mMos (mdomabo: dgibogtgds, 1983), 51.
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603-b560bngol. s3E0g5, ghgamagbs s 5bs@-b3bol o3oMaldocgdal,
boemm 3939a 93 993960L369mols Jg603-bobolbomgol goadsgbols zsd@L,
Joroggmo 39358 0569980L Bbgogbow, g30boi ssbEMMGAL, cmdis do-
0356 goblbgoggdom, ngo F¢Msdogmado 53msbgmgdl sLabgmgdl, Gm-
Bgmosg bs@-bsbo 300 cdbsw 303gogl 06sbol 39domb.? sbs@-be-
6ol Bg8mbggzol Fgdmga, Bmamtz 30bLgbgm, Jgt0d-bsblbs s ghgamg
II-L ImE0L Eo3emMBsB oMo NMMoghomdgdo dmFabmoggdmmos. sdwg-
bo, MboyMo godmoygnmgds g30bol smbodbymo (36mds Jgtod-bsobols
M @03do@d0sb 8393306 9d00. bogmemobbdms, Gm3 hggbh bgmom o6-
Ladmm LsdgzbogeHm BobomgdTo oMbl Idsermggmols Tgbobgd basgbo
36mds 56 Imo3dmzggds.

98060 356536 dmdL 5330L MbOHMBSL s 3353(36MBL, 9y Hmame ao-
o9tbs Jormm-306900L bLodgnm Jgend-bobols Holbgsl. 530l Jodbgdow
30 030 065630 ghrm-germo 3bgshmImasgmol Jgtod-bsbaols ddol dgdo-be-
6ol doge FodmFygdmem oxxsbygdol sbobgmgdl, Mol gsdmi Jotod-bsbo
0dymgdamo gobos, d3mgbLbs boznmeto msdgeto s Rdoto @g33gdom
06560L Lom®3gBo soFym Lgmes.* Bgdo-bsbo oMbl ghm-gBmo Lo-
13909bm Lasmo ogm, HMIgmIsi3 Meg0 KIO 300093 BN Sm0o-bsb
33956dg 39356 3900L OHML gsdmohobs. dobo sxsbygdol Bgdwga Jg-
603-b56d5 Mo30L MOTJorsb ghmo @o@mzgs Lodbegm 3oggsbos o
0b353560Lggh gogdotrms. Lodmmmme, Jgiod-bsbds osxsbygdmmo dds
55356 bs o Bgdo-bsbo 3gmseg dobo ghmgymmo dusbydo gobos. 53-
Mogo, Hmamii dgdmm s0gb08bgm, Jg®od-bsbl 1762-1763 Fmobogol
9339 939ms 3mb3nmgbdo o dmfobsscmdrgag @edsmbgdnmo 3ysgl
5 Jgbodsdobow, 0go 06Msbol oo bofomol 3dstromnggmos.*”

3bo0s, B™MI 0375350 06360l KaMgdaL badbtrgm 35335L00Sb go-
bams g6g3mg II-0b 3mmodozn® 06&9Mgbgddo Bgoomms, g@swdy,
™3 Jg603-bsb dgbol Hga0mb3o gohgtgds 3oMe306 me 0Modsw Jo-
om-35bgmol Lodgrmb PLbosgMmbmgdsl gdndmgdmms. myds, Hedwog-
booi Labobotramm xsd@o ogm ghgzmaborgol Jg®od-bsbols 065630
©506M9bgds, 0dgbo LodTnbosdm smIMRbros gl ombgd gdobobmgzgol.
Omamg 0033939, Jg603-bsbob 0656T0 god&NMbgdolol 9dobds gegs-
mab 3obdg dBManesb 50g3b9ds ©s Mmogobbds Ygbmogeds, Modgoss
96939 9g8gd Boto gzs. !

9693mab sbgm 3o@gamtMomm Mot Modwgbodg sblbs Jgodmagds dm-
31d98b6mm. 9306z9mgl ymgmabs obs, ®m3 1760-0560 Femgdol Jotrom-3o-

38 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 210.

39 oggg, 210-211.

40 Perry, Karim Khan Zand, 51-54.

41 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 211-212.
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bgmo o6 ogm ob bobgmdFogm, BmIgmoi dmogo dmzsgdotal gotgdg,
©5dmN3009dmo Fgdmgdos 0Msbdg gomsddemgdsl. sbggg, Mmamts
35bLgbgm, 83 OHMObmgol 06H6T0 Bgbgdols obsbi@ool bgemBos dsemes-
MBmgds 3mb3gbGMoMgdmmo s 080 MM o6l Jomboom Imimmo. gb
a569dmgds 30, 3mG9bEonda, ghgzmal Lodbgdm 39335600l dotr(3bol
60obgb dBErol. sgtgmgg, 1760-0560 Fmagdol Jotrom-zobg0m0l Lsdg-
amb 96565060 BghodmMonmo 30989bdogdo o6 g55hbos 06H96msb;
3980@G, Hmami dgdmom smaboBbgm, ghgamagl gogmgbs dob Ladgzkmb
LODMZgM9dL LzYdMPS s LsdbMgm 3ogaoLool Lobsbmgddg 3t (3gmg-
dms — gb Igmdstrgmds 3o meger Jatod-bsbobmgabs Bobomgdo ogm.
©5dmmmb, 1750-0060 fmgdol dbasgboe, dotromm-3obgool Lodgzmmb
0306399l aorsbagmgm 3MMdmgdar 33msg 93900l P3MbGHmEm
3o6d0gmmo medgmmdgdo MHRgdMEs. sdMogswm, 93 Jgdmbzgzsdo gegamg
II-0b IGO0 06560L3gb Fodogomo Jgcod-bsbol ms3dmolbmgol gbols
Amgms s mog3sbbds Lbgs 30953960 0dbgdmes, e 56 3mmodoznto
0300333mgmmds. 33 LozoMbMSb o353F0Mmgdom LsobGgMgbms gdobols
obdnmgdowsb ghom-gemo dmbszggmo: ,....But to speak the truth, Emin*?
was not at all pleased with Carim’s marching back from Romia* (Urmi) to
Ispahan; had that prince come to Georgia, he might have acquired the glory
of dying honourably, or have performed service sufficient to win the prince’s
heart, and thus have succeeded in his main design, delivering the Armenians,
and forming a respectable alliance with Georgia, and then becoming tributary
to a Christian power“..* Gmamt 5dgosb 033939, Jgi0d-bsb Dgbool
Lodbgtm domos “Romia* (Urmi)”-Bo, gbg 0go Jomsd 96305L0sb o6 me-
30b &0l FobmmdmMo© 0ym odsbs39d9mo. 536gmgg, 53 Bg8mbzgzsdo
9d0bo gmmoboomam 330d056H38L Mmegol doMomsw sdm3sbgdl: gtgimyg
II-0b gmol dmagds, Johmggmgdol dbstrgdg bmdbgdol dmbommeobgm
3mbx3m0gd@3o Rotrogs o godstrgggdol Jgdwga bombgdlh Bmeol mat-
Lo smosbbol Bodmysmodgds.

35830J6Omd, O™M3 53 g3mbgzgzedo Jotrmzgm s bLmdgh bombgdl Bm-
6oL MomLgMmo 5mosbLob Asdmysmodgdsdo gdobo, gbsdmms, Jotrog-
-bedbyEro BggdsEonmo bobgmdFoxgmlb F9ddbsl gmmolbdmdogl,
39@otg, M3 ,,mombgnmo smosblbo” Ibmmmo obgm smosbbl Bgo-

42 0mbgd gdobo mogob mbdmmgdsBo ymggmmgolb 3gbady 306 3o bonmdOmdL.

43 [,...358653 Lodsthonmyg Bm3 gondzom, gdobl Lyymoi o6 gbosdmgbs Jgtodol Em-
300056™ (1630s6) 0b30356T0 EsdGNbgds; gb bgma3Foxy [Jgc0d-bsbo] H™I Redm-
Lmmogm LogdotrmggmmBo, ob [93060] Fgdmgdos MoMbgmmoee ImIzzmetoym, ob
39530L anmob Imboggdae bozdstabo bodbobato ggberamgdobs s sdom dogmPos
®030L0 Bmagoto agadobmgolb — sgbbbs LmIbgdo s ogdystrgdabs Lods@om 3o-
33060 Logotrmnggmmbomab. s 890wmag aodbostoym Jeob@osbamo dosmmongmgdols
0s363s6g...“]. 0dgg, 211.
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dmgds gfmomb, Gmogbsi yagmes botrg msbsbfme dogmdstgmdsBos
©5 Jgbodsdobow, domo dmmodozndo 0b@ghgbgdo ©oEmmos. 3 Lo-
3000bL Imga 30569300 OgNIMNbLgd00.

mgg39%0b bszombo 1760-056 Femgddo

™dsb bgdbgmemodol LsobEmEom Mbbdmmgdol dobgogom, Rod@m-
dM0go, dogmo 1760-0560 fmgdo ghgzmab mgzgdol dmagogds o
Lo3gxnMTo Jomo ®otgdol smaggms NPgsL. Eboos, mg3gdol dot-
30gmo magesbbdgdo o6 s 3gh schgdmeos gdobol ymHopmgdols
3003s. J9603-b5b bgbmsb ©s393806Mgdmmo (36mdgdol dg3ga gdobo
dmagombeOmdl géhgzmagbs s mg3gdol ghm-ghoo dgmowol, Ladm(s-
©omzgtsdg@o Femolb, BmbRmm-Imbsl o3o®mob3dotgdol Bgbobgd. Lo-
ammobbdms, dmd mdsb bgebgmmoadol (36mdgdob dobgrogom, RmbAm-
m-I9bs xR 30093 1750-0560 Frmgdowsb s6dgzms Jotomm-3zsbgmoal
Lodgxmb s dob Fg3ytmdol Jotrmnggmgdo 396 SbgMbgdwbgb.** gdobo
3mag00bcOmdL, Hm3 s3xgeo RmbRmm-3abs 200 dgmdstrimsb ghmow
Jomggmgdl gmibme Bgm3ycrnsm s gmddg dgbdnmo dgnobomgol
30mygob0om.* BHmamtz 0633939, boggeomobmgol gobfomymo magzmes
dgma©o ghgamal Fombmemb sbbgbgdl s dsb dromb brgdl, BmI msgol
OHmdg LEmGge dobo s 353530L0b, Mgodn®msd II-ob Fogdgdgdoom sMdg-
305 5 0dmbgdes Jotmmob Lsdgumb dmbsobmgmdsl. LagnMemagdms,
O™ 50b0Bbmm 36mMdLMSb s353800gd0m 0bxmzmEBoiosl o6 agsf-
30l m3sb bgebgmmody. gdobolb mbdymmgdol dobgogom, AmbRmm-3ex-
Lol Fg3yermdedeg dzotg bboom sy, gMgaemg 3gxgbs s ombgd gd0bl
B0l boydsto Fgwas, Lowsi gdobds dgxgl asbaibows, MmI LFmmgo
m939%0b s domo FoMmdogmo msdgMmmdgdol Fyosmmdoom 0bsthMbgds
969309 Jorom-35bgmols bodgnmBo sbgm dmogc s3@MM0E gL s do-
monBmgdsl. dobo sdGMom, mg39do 9Mg3mglb Lomzgmgbm Ladbgodm do-
b foedmowagbab, dg@owdy, GmI LFmGgw obobo (mg3gdo) s6dg39b
©5 55@ 539096 JoMomym Lomogemgdl, Mol BgwgasoE yggmes mo-
3900 0dyrgdneo brgds gMglmab ghmanm J39893Memdar aMRgl.
930b0b ?gdom, g g3myg 05303060 39me YNMemadsl o6 od393Lb mg-
3900L Jgdmbgmasl g399sbsdo, bmemm sl Bgdga, Mo Lmxrzmgdl gss-
boam®9dgb o bombl 0dmbgdgb, dgng d0gdstmgds s Mdiotgbo
LodbgMm Obs35Magd0m Sboamtgdl mg3zgdl. sdMogsw, ngo 0dgbl
©5339Hmdmol bobgmb. bmemm, dgmerg Ib6rog, 3oms@s39dmmo s do-
Md0gmo  maBgmmdgdobasb gomsdsbEmmo mogemgdo odymgdmmbo
44 bgMbgnmody, Ignmds ofsgmo Jgmeobs, 57-58.
45 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 214.
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bogd0sb dsb gbo@yzmm gdbobnemb. dob Fgdwga gdobo gBc®m Yml
300l o 0blgbgdl Bo3-085L0ob (0660l Fo3o 1588-1629 FemgdBo)*® 39-
Momeol Imgmgbgdl, dmogbsc dobo gdmbgggdolb gdega Jotrormgmads
0035009035 ob3otgdol boigmaw dMsgsmo 3obgmo mnédgdl do3yo-
©gb, Mol Jgogasms oEstogmes 3obgmol bsdgum. bog®-Fo3ol by-
mesbbdom ghgamg 3obgmol dgaug aobs s 93 OMOEsb Mmogsmgdal
©5dmMRomgdol 30Bbom 0ffygdlh Jagybolb dstromngsl: dstrmsmos, ob o6
3900l mog0L §399936r0mdgdls IMLemndgddyg, doa®sd odsb ogo mg3g-
3ol bgmoo 839mgdL. megoe gegzmal 3o JeobGosbms di3ggmol Lo-
bgmo 5g3b s dmemb 5358 gdl: “..You have only this to answer before God,
and the world will vouch for you, that you have sold no Christian as slaves to
the Mahomedans like the nobles of Cartuel; but you have suffered them by
thousands and thousands to be made captives by the Lazguis”..*” 36mdommos,
6m3 XVII boygmbol @obsfyob3o Jobrommobs s 3obgool Ladgumgdl
B0l 5dsdmmo 3mmoG03nMo 30msMgds 0gm,*® ;mds o3 Jgdmbgg-
3590, hggbo oBobo o6 560l 93 HMMOgHNOMIsMS bsmodo. bmemm, Mo
Bggbgds ghgzemg II-0b 3mmo@o3ol mg3gdol dodstrm, oo Sendsmm-
dom, ombgd gdobo (30905. dogosmomobmgol gogobbgbmo 1760 Fgemb
0903065d II-0b BNLymol 033960880 odmmBs@oymo Joboom godgds-
3690s. 83 03mmds@oymo dobool ghm-ghomo dodsbo GHNLgomol 033g-
Mool IbE0©sb, mg39d0l Fgdmbgggdol smaggmols dobboom, Jormggemg-
30l 3mbomo dsmom ob gotgdol sbsgdoMeggdmaw bs3dstobo msbbom
sbds6gds ngm. Logmmobbdms, H™I o3 odmmIsGoné dobosl Tgogan
o6 3gmbos, dg@owtg, ™I 0dgsdoe Mbgmol 0339600 ,dgofmosb
™330“ ogm Rsrormmo s dobo ynMomgds domosbswe g3em3obigh oym
3035 mo. 535Lmsb, 1762 Fmol sbsfyobdo HuLbgmol 0d3ges@mto
gmobedgr 1 (1709-1762)* gotosogsms. o3 dmgmgbowsb ¢s80gbndg
930 3oMEs0(335ms 0godn®med II-3.%° 93060l mbbamgdols Jobgogoom,
0903965 II-0bs s 0mbLgd gdobol ymazbs HYLgmal bond3gHsGmerm 3o-
6dg 96003dsbgoml gdmbgggs. HnLgmBo ymezboliols 3sb oMo goobm

46 Mikaberidze, Historical Dictionary of Georgia, 62-63.

47 [,...0d396 bmmme 535dg Mbrs asbzgo 3sbbo MIgHol s Lsdystm saodmf-
3900, OM3 Johmnmgmo ogdnmgdogom sMEghmo JMobEosbo o6 dogngoosm
3nbmodgdabogol dmbgdaw; Jogced mdagh aodm smobmdoom dsmgsbo Imbgrs mggzg-
3ob 8y3gmdado... “] Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 212-214.

48 bogmmmd 3ghdgboBzomo, bodsBoggermlb ob@mGool bsgombgdo, &mdo IV (mdo-
emobo: 3g(360g6rgds, 1967), 115-116.

49 Hugh Chisholm, “Elizabeth (Petrovna)”, in Encyclopedia Britannica Vol. 9 (11th ed.) (New
York: Cambridge University Press, 1910), 283-285.

50 David Marshall Lang, The Last Years of the Georgian Monarchy 1658-1832 (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1957), 154-155.
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090306sd0 s ol LobmBoi LENMIOMILS. Bmamt 0633939, Jom
ool dgztrxgt Bgoas 3mmo@03ntMo Bobsstbol Londsto Gmam;
Joomobs s gobgmol Lsdgxrmgdmsb, sbggg LmIbgmol s mg39d0l
36mMdmgdobmseb @o3o3domgdom. Ig@os, 930bo Ladbemgo 3o335L0530 Re-
Lamob LFmM g 0godNMHsdbMsb ghmsm 8306 gdws.”! bsob@gtMgbms dobo
Lo®y39d0 gemobsdge I-0bs s MgadyMed II-0b goteszgamgdol Bgbo-
bgd: “..But, alas! To the great misfortune of Emin, and to all the Armenians,
she died in the month of December; and exactly a fortnight after, died king

Tahmuras of Georgia. Emin was left again fatherless and motherless”>*

28Mgm39, 5Mandgbdoo a5dmmagds 1754 Frmolb dgdomoxatol s
1755 ol ygotrmol (s0bolb 3 dmemagdo, Gmogbsi mgzgdol gbhom-g-
M0 dgmoo bambom-d9a0 ogbbs magl Jodoymm Lsdgzrmgdl. meogg
B980b393530 0godnMedds s ghgamad mg3gdol mogoalbdol LEGS-
a0 93sLbgl s 35036mR39L.> Sbggg, LoymGomgdms, 1760 Femols
drdmms s@mob (30b9Lmsb, borsi ghggzmg I1-3 mg39d0lb dgmowgdo
BobBRmm-3mbs 05 3mb@o-dgmawo ©ssdofshs.” s3sbmasb, mdsb bgtbg-
memodol dobgogom, dbmmme 1760-006 Fmagddo, dzotg ddmemgdols
356, 9M93mgbs s mg398L Jmeol Fgoo dEdmms dmbrs. yggmes
B980bgg3530 96g3mgd ™mg39d0l mo3sLbIsL dgoboghom M3sbimbs s
350356%35.”> 33M0gs0, 33b33bom, HMI 53 Fgdobzgzedo gdobols Imbe-
BEgds 3g@Fomo dzsMos.

9600560 Jotronm-bmdbymo bobgmdFogmb Igddbob 3Bmgd@oe
(1760-0560 Femgdo)

98060L bdymgdol dobgrogom, mg3zgdmsb ©s3538060gdmmo Im-
3mgbgdol Jgdga gt g3emg dgng 9dobl géhg3bol LobsbmBo LomsTdeHrmo
3mb3609@mem 39a35L bLenogsdmdl, Mol Jgdgas 93060 dofgem-dmfgersls
0§ y93L mbIsmgmol 033960580 Bgdstyg Jomsad 3nTol Fdobws 3o6s3g-
&0ob dmbsbgMols g3obgm3mb mgbsbmsb. mgbsbols 3sbybocs o6 symgbgdl
5 3oL sbIsegdsb s dgedl. 0go IBo 560l 53 Ladbghm m3g&sools
Lobotggdemme 4000 bmdgbo 3gd6dmeo d0s339emmb gdobl, cmdis dbm-

51 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 173-177.

52 [,...008653, gd0bol s yzgmes Lmdgbol LsndgoMOme, ob [gmobsdgw 1] astso-

(335 09399396 30; o Db MM 3gocol Fgdwmagy gotmsogems badsthomgg-
mmb Igxg 0godncedo. g8obo obgz N3sdme s NEgmE stpBs. “] odag, 176-177.

53 . 3dgacgmedg, 93006mB8s (0domobo: cbmtonmoa 3gd3zgomtgmds, 2011), 92.
54 odgg, 112.
55 bgebganmadg, gumds oMsgmo Jgmeobs, 58-60.
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mme 03 9930mb3z93570, o9y 03 FodmFygdsl gegamg I ongg®l dbsmb.>
930b3m3mbob 039gdo MLIsemgmols 033gEnol smImbsgmgm GgtoGm-
6090dg I3bmghgd bmdbgdl, ngbowgdlbs s sLoMogmadl gdgstrgdms.
LognBomagdms, dm3 XVIII Loyinbol Fgs bsbgdobogol mbdsmgmals
033960580 3mm0G03NM0 ©s g3mbmdogymmo 3M0dolo oym. 53sLmsb,
°a0mmdMngo  Mgaombgdol FBstrmggmo %5dgdol®”  dsmomamgdols
B0 borxdg babEgdmos bLymmbol, gbg 030, 396&MsmAMo bgmo-
Lsmgdol gogmgbs. ymggmemonmoe PoMgbrgdmEs s@anmmdMogo
bemdbgeo Imbsobemgmdol bmEosmymo s g3mbmdognéo doamdatg-
mds. 39M3399mfomo, 5300 s0blbgds obo, ™I 0dgsds Lmdbmmo
Ambobmgmds LOm Fboymaibsl godmmgdzedws gogemosbgdmmoym
Joornem medsernsb, Homs ghmmdmogo domgdoom slbdmwbgb megl
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Introduction

This article discusses the Caucasian policy of the 1760s of Heraclius II,
the King of Kartli-Kakheti, according to the autobiographical memoir of the
Armenian public figure and political leader of the national liberation move-
ment, Joseph Emin, “The Life and Adventures of Joseph Emin”! The Caucasian
policy of Heraclius II in the 1760s is a valuable and relevant issue for studies
of the early modern history of Georgia and Armenia, especially since it goes
beyond the region and acquires global importance. It also concerns the South
Caucasus region located at the crossroads of three huge states — the Russian
Empire, the Ottoman Empire, and Iran.

Joseph Emin published his autobiographical work in English in 1792, in
London. Later, in 1918, the work was republished by his great-grandchild in
Calcutta. The second edition is a completed version of the work, in particu-
lar, in addition to the main text (that is, the version of 1792), personal letters
and documents of Joseph Emin are added to it. I use the second edition for
this article. The autobiographical work itself is quite large in volume, with the
author providing us with valuable information about his life and adventures.
An important part of the memoir is devoted to the description of the political
relations between Joseph Emin and Heraclius II.

Obviously, as in the case of all historical sources, this work cannot be
completely objective, since its author, Joseph Emin, has his own worldview

1 Joseph Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin (Calcutta: Baptist Mission Press,
1918).
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and opinions. Yet, based on its comparison with various historical sources and
scientific materials, in my opinion, it will be possible to restore the military-
political picture of the period of the late 18th century and, accordingly, discuss
the Caucasian policy of Heraclius II in the 1760s.

The General Political Situation of the South Caucasus in the 1760s-1770s

By the 1760s-1770s, there were two independent Georgian kingdoms (the
Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti and the Kingdom of Imereti), and many semi-in-
dependent khanates in the South Caucasus region. A certain part of the terri-
tory of the South Caucasus was occupied by the Ottoman Empire at the time.?
Yet, neither the political influence of the Ottomans nor Iran extended to the
Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti.

On January 8, 1762, the King of Kartli, Teimuraz II, who was on a diplo-
matic mission in the Russian Empire, passed away.> Accordingly, his son, the
King of Kakheti, Heraclius II, ascended to the royal throne of Kartli in 1762,
and from then on became the monarch (1762-1798) of the united Kingdom of
Kartli-Kakheti.* In the 1750s, the Lezgins regularly plundered the kingdoms of
Kartli and Kakheti, which caused significant economic damage to the Geor-
gian kingdoms.> Nevertheless, in the 1760s, Heraclius, like his father, contin-
ued an active military policy in the South Caucasus, primarily manifested in
the improvement of the political and economic situation of the Kingdom of
Kartli-Kakheti, the protection of the borders of the kingdom, and the spread-
ing of power over the neighboring khanates.

The situation in the Armenian part of the South Caucasus was completely
different. To explain it, a little historical perspective is needed. In 1045, the
Byzantine Empire put an end to the rule of the Bagratuni dynasty in Arme-
nia. As a result of the Seljuk invasions in 1064, Bagratuni’s royal city of Ani
fell. The results of the Byzantine and Seljuk campaigns were very grave for the
Armenians — during this period, many people died, many villages and cities
were devastated, and economic systems were destroyed, which ultimately put
the Armenian population in the worst situation.” The second Armenian state,

2 Arthur Tsutsiev, Atlas of the Ethno-Political History of the Caucasus, transl. Nora Selig-
man Favorov (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2014), map N3, 6.

3 Alexander Mikaberidze, Historical Dictionary of Georgia (Plymouth: The Scarecrow Press,
2007), 617-618.

Ibid., 285.
Nikoloz Berdzenishvili, Issues of Georgian History, Vol. 2 (Tbilisi: Metsniereba, 1965), 204.
Ibid., 209.

Louise Nalbandian, The Armenian Revolutionary Movement (London: University of

N N G
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which is known as the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia, was conquered by the
Mamluk Sultanate in 1375.% It is significant that after the fall of the Armenian
state, a considerable part of the Armenian population took the path of emigra-
tion. Thus, in the 11th century, the mass resettlement of Armenians began in
almost all directions. Armenian settlements were created in Georgia, Kievan
Rus, Iran, the Sultanate of Egypt, the Byzantine Empire, and others. Conse-
quently, by the 18th century, the Armenian state had long ceased to exist, with
a significant part of the Armenian population living in the provinces of Van,
Erzurum, Kars, Diyarbakir, and Sivas in the Ottoman Empire, while in the
territories of the Caucasus considered to be under the influence of Iran, the
Armenian population lived mainly in the Erivan, Nakhichevan, and Karabakh
khanates.’

Thus, in the late Middle Ages, the Armenian people lost their indepen-
dence and were, in fact, under the rule of Muslim states. It is significant that
over the centuries, Armenians had repeatedly wished to gain freedom and re-
store their independence. In some cases, like the Georgians, or together with
them, Armenians asked the European states for help. It also happened that
the population began a rebellion in the South Caucasus region with the mo-
tive of liberation from the influence of the Ottomans and Iran, although these
attempts always ended in vain." Still, a new wave of people’s liberation move-
ments began in the South Caucasus in the 1760s; from which period the po-
litical orientation towards the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti can be seen among
the peoples of the South Caucasus and the Middle East. In addition to the Ar-
menian population, Assyrians and Yazidis were also interested in the political
connection with the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti."

As a result of the analysis of Joseph Emin’s autobiographical work, it is
clear that by the 1760s, in the South Caucasus, compared to the previous de-
cades, the political and military influences of both the Ottomans and Iran
were significantly weakened, which, accordingly, created an opportunity for
the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti to improve its economic, political, social and

California Press, 1963), 14-15.
Ibid., 15-17.
Vartan Gregorian, “The Impact of Russia on the Armenians and Armenia’, in Russia

and Asia: Essays on the Influence of Russia on the Asian Peoples, ed. Wayne S. Vucinich
(Stanford, California: Stanford University 1972), 168-169.

10 Satenig Batwagan Toufanian, Le Piege de I’Orgueil: Un projet Républicain en Orient au
XVllle siecle (Paris : Presses de I'Inalco, 2018), 97-102.

11 Lovard Tukhashvili, “The Relationship of the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti with the Peoples
of the Caucasus and the Near East in the Second Half of the 18" Century”, in Issues of the
History of the Feudal Age of Georgia, Book 2, ed. M. Dumbadze (Tbilisi: Metsniereba,
1972), 91-95.
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military standing. The Russian Empire, prior to the 1760s, and especially be-
fore the Russo-Ottoman War (1768-1774), had not been conducting a particu-
larly aggressive imperialist policy in the South Caucasus region, but from the
point of view of Caucasian politics, the Empire’s was indeed preparing suit-
able ground for the future conquest of the South Caucasus region.'? Obviously,
the political circles of the Russian Empire were well aware that settling in the
South Caucasus required some time and appropriate preparation. For this rea-
son, on the one hand it was necessary to weaken the influence of the Ottomans
and Iran, and on the other to actively cooperate with the people living in the
region (especially the Christian population).

A detailed study and analysis of Emin’s memoir has revealed how difficult
the political situation was in the South Caucasus region in the 1760s. We also
see how strong a political influence and authority Heraclius IT had in the 1760s,
both in the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti and among the neighboring khanates
and peoples. At the same time, the Armenians living in the territory of the Ot-
toman Empire were expressing great dissatisfaction with the Turkish rule and,
accordingly, there was a great desire to gain freedom and rid themselves of the
Muslim influence.

Joseph Emin’s First Journey to the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti

Joseph Emin was born in Hamadan® in 1726. Due to the events that hap-
pened in the Middle East, his family had to change their place of residence
several times.'* Later, Emin left his family and traveled to England to seek his
fortune. He soon made an appearance and, with the support of Hugh Percy,
Duke of Northumberland (1714-1786"), he began studying at the Woolwich
Military Academy.® According to the memoir, after completing his studies,
Emin traveled to the continental part of Europe, the South Caucasus, and the
Russian Empire. He first came to the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti and there
personally met King Heraclius II, in 1763. Joseph Emin is thought to have trav-
eled to the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti in 1763-1765 and 1767-1768.

According to the autobiographical work, Joseph Emin entered the terri-

12 Vakhtang Guruli, “The Caucasian Policy of Russia and Heraclius II”, in Scientific Conference
Caucasus and Caucasians: Abstracts of Papers, ed. Eka Kvatchantiradze and Ketevan
Nadiradze (Tbilisi: Universali, 2009), 5.

13 A city in western Iran.
14 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 5.

15 Hugh Chisholm, “Northumberland, Earls and Dukes of”, in Encyclopedia Britannica Vol.
19 (11th ed.) (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1911), 787-788.

16 A.P.Voannucss, Hocug Omun (EpeBan: Visgarensctso AH Apmsirckoro CCP, 1989), 33.
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tory of the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti from the Russian Empire, through the
Caucasus Mountains. He initially stopped in Stepantsminda, where the local
ruler was told by Heraclius to give Emin appropriate accommodation. A few
days later, by order of the king, Emin left for Tbilisi, the capital of the Kingdom
of Kartli-Kakheti. He had with him a letter issued in his name by the repre-
sentative of the Russian Imperial Court, Count Vorontsov (Russian Imperial
Chancellor Mikhail Illarionovich Vorontsov [1714-1767]"), in which he gave a
recommendation for Emin and urged King Heraclius to welcome him."® Prior
to that, Emin had managed to get close to the representatives of the Russian
Imperial Court with letters of recommendation and support from his English
friends.

Right before arriving in Kartli-Kakheti, Emin sent a letter twice to Hera-
clius IT and offered his service to the king." Of particular interest is Emin's first
letter® sent to Heraclius, which he wrote while he was still in England and had
not yet visited the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti, nor the Russian Empire. In the
very first paragraph of the letter, Emin refers to Heraclius as the King of Geor-
gians and Armenians. He reveals to the king his main goal — the liberation of
the Armenian people living in the eastern territories of the Ottoman Empire.
He also notes that, for hundreds of years, the Georgian and Armenian Chris-
tian peoples were subjugated by Iran, and now they were his subordinates and
therefore free from Iranian submission. At the same time, he adds that the time
will come when the Christians remaining in the Ottoman Empire will also
gain freedom.” When talking about Armenians already freed from the power
of Iran, Emin primarily refers to the Khanate of Erivan and the five Melikdoms
of Karabakh. Thus, based on that first letter, it is clear that in Emin’s view,
Heraclius II is the protector and king of both Georgians and Armenians, and
that, therefore, without his direct efforts, it would be impossible to liberate the
Armenians living in the Ottoman Empire, and, to this end, Joseph Emin offers
himself and his service to Heraclius.

The first meeting between King Heraclius and Emin is also interesting,
when he says: “..I have left a country which is no less than a paradise upon
earth, and preferred Georgia or Armenia, which, without you (whom God

17 Hugh Chisholm, “Vorontsov’, in Encyclopedia Britannica Vol. 28 (11th ed.) (New York:
Cambridge University Press, 1911), 212-213.

18 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 205-206.

19 According to Emin’s memoir, Joseph Emin never received an answer to these letters from
Heraclius II.

20 Ibid., 108-113.
21 1Ibid., 108-109.
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preserve), would be no more than chaos..”” Obviously, in this case, Emin is
comparing England to heaven, where he made many successful friends and
received a military education. Emin claims that without King Heraclius, Ar-
menia and Georgia®® would be doomed to chaos. At the same time, Emin re-
vealed his idea to Heraclius and offered to carry out a military reform, which
involved the creation of an institution similar to a military academy. Emin
speaks highly of the European military experience and adds that if European
martial arts were used, Heraclius would be able to defeat the army of any Asian
state. It is true that Heraclius accepted Emin’s offer, but he emphasized that
creating a military academy with enthusiasm alone, but without funds, would
be impossible.*

A Political Crisis with Iran

After the assassination of Nader Shah Afshar (Shah of Iran in 1736-
1747%), great unrest began in Iran. Throughout the country, bloody conflicts
kicked oft between different groups and feudal lords to seize power. As a result,
Iran slowly lost its influence.?® About 15 years of chaos ended with the arrival
of the Zand dynasty, and, by the 1760s, Karim Khan Zand (the ruler of Iran,
“the Wakil” ¥ 1751-1779%) had already defeated most of his rivals, and practi-
cally ruled Iran alone.?”’

According to Emin’s memoir, a few days after his audience with the king,
Heraclius received an alarming message from Karim Khan Zand. As it turned
out, after defeating his rivals in Iran, Karim Khan Zand was heading to con-
quer the South Caucasus. Emin says the ruler of Iran had sent an ultimatum
to Heraclius and demanded that the members of the royal family and noble
families be sent to him, along with financial obligations.*

Yet historian of the royal court of Heraclius II, Oman (Mdivanbeg)
Kherkheulidze, provides us with no information of such an ultimatum sent
by Karim Khan. Instead, he speaks about the capture of Azad Khan (a mili-

22 Ibid., 206.

23 Joseph Emin mainly refers to the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti as Georgia.
24 1bid., 207-208.

25 Mikaberidze, Historical Dictionary of Georgia, 472.

26 Luiza Shengelia, fran under the Rule of Karim Khan Zand (Tbilisi: Metsniereba, 1973), 61-
62.

27 Guardian, Karim Khan Zand chose this title for him.

28 John H. Lorentz, Historical Dictionary of Iran (Lanham: The Scarecrow Press, 2007), 156.
29 Shengelia, Iran under the Rule of Karim Khan Zand, 89-90.

30 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 209.
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tary leader of Afghan origin, d. 1781°') by Heraclius, who was one of Karim
Khan’s opponents, in 1760, and his being sent to the Iranian ruler.”> Due to this
political move, the relations between Karim Khan Zand and King Heraclius
warmed, and, as a result, Iran recognized Heraclius’ unconditional political in-
fluence over the South Caucasus.® Of this, Oman Kherkheulidze notes that af-
ter Heraclius’ political maneuver, the ruler of Iran called on the various khans
of the South Caucasus to obey King Heraclius.* It is noteworthy that in his
historical work, Teimuraz Bagrationi (a son of the last king of Kartli-Kakheti
George XII, 1782-1846%) also gives us information about the capture of Azad
Khan by Heraclius and his handover to Karim Khan, adding that Karim Khan
thanked Heraclius with an appropriate tribute.*® I think that Teimuraz Bagra-
tioni in this “tribute’, like Oman Kherkheulidze, refers to Karim Khan’s recog-
nition of the power of Heraclius over the khanates. Obviously, in relation to the
khanates of the South Caucasus, we are primarily talking about the khanates
of Erivan, Ganja and Nakhichevan, which were the tributary khanates of the
Kartli-Kakheti kingdom in the late 18th century.”

Emin provides us with different information on Azad Khan, however. Ac-
cording to his works, after receiving Karim Khan’s ultimatum, King Heraclius
asked Emin for advice. Emin considered it categorically inadmissible for Hera-
clius to agree to Karim Khan’s terms, and suggested he start a war. In order
to support his position, he reminded the king of the example of Azad Khan.
Emin said that Azad Khan had been defeated by King Heraclius and then sold
as a captive by Afghans to Karim Khan for 300 tumans. Thus, like the Geor-
gian chroniclers, Emin also confirms the fact of Heraclius’ and Azad Khan’s
confrontation, and the sending of the latter to Karim Khan, although, unlike
them, he names the Afghans as the mediators who sold Azad Khan to the Ira-
nian ruler for 300 tumans.” After the incident of Azad Khan, as mentioned,
the diplomatic relations between Karim Khan and Heraclius II were settled.
Thus, Emin’s statement regarding Karim Khan’s ultimatum seems strange. It is
significant that there is no information about this ultimatum in the available
scientific materials.

31 John R. Perry, Karim Khan Zand (Oxford: Oneworld publications, 2006), 47.

32 Oman Kherkheulidze, The Reign of Heraclius II (Tbilisi: Metsniereba, 1989), 58-59.
33 Berdzenishvili, Issues of Georgian History, Vol. 2, 207-208.

34 Kherkheulidze, The Reign of Heraclius II, 59.

35 Mikaberidze, Historical Dictionary of Georgia, 176.

36 Teimuraz Bagrationi, Modern History (Tbilisi: Metsniereba, 1983), 51.

37 Tsutsiev, Atlas of the Ethno-Political History of the Caucasus, Map N3, 6.

38 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 210.
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Emin continues the story and tells us how the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti
survived the wrath of Karim Khan. He cites the rebellion started in Iran by
Zaki Khan, who was one of the army chiefs and the brother of Karim Khan, as
the reason for this, due to which Karim Khan was forced to withdraw his army
and started moving deeply and quickly back into Iran.* Zaki Khan was one
of the best commanders of Iran, excelling during his battle against Fath-Ali
Khan Afshar. After the rebellion, Karim Khan left the South Caucasus with his
army and headed for Isfahan. In the end, Karim Khan defeated his rebellious
brother, and Zaki Khan became his loyal subject again. Thus, as mentioned
above, by 1762-1763, Karim Khan had already defeated all his rivals, and was,
therefore, the ruler of a large part of Iran.*

It is clear that, at the time, the withdrawal of Iranian troops from the South
Caucasus was in the political interests of Heraclius II. Moreover, Karim Khan
Zand’s prolonged stay in the region would directly or indirectly threaten the
security of the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti. However, as much as Karim Khan’s
return to Iran was a happy fact for Heraclius, it was one of sadness for Joseph
Emin. When Karim Khan returned to Iran, Emin offered to the follow Iranian
ruler and attack him, but the Heraclius refused.*!

We can find several explanations for such a categorical refusal. First of all,
the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti in the 1760s was not a state that could inde-
pendently march on Iran without a strong ally. Also, as mentioned, the power
was concentrated in the hands of the Zand dynasty in Iran and it was a country
no longer in chaos. This circumstance potentially increased the risk of failure
should Heraclius have begun a military campaign. The Kingdom of Kartli-
Kakheti in the 1760s had no territorial claims over Iran; moreover, as men-
tioned above, Heraclius’ influence went beyond the borders of his kingdom
and extended to the khanates of the South Caucasus — a situation accepted by
Karim Khan himself. As such, in the 1750s, the primary problem to be solved
in the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti was the uncontrollable raids of the Lezgins,
and blocking the road and attacking Karim Khan’s army on its way back to
Iran would have been nothing but political suicide for Heraclius. In relation to
this issue, one of the passages in Emin’s work is interesting: “..But to speak the
truth, Emin** was not at all pleased with Carim’s marching back from Romia*
(Urmi) to Ispahan; had that prince come to Georgia, he might have acquired
the glory of dying honorably, or have performed service sufficient to win the
prince’s heart, and thus have succeeded in his main design, delivering the Ar-
39 Ibid., 210-211.

40 Perry, Karim Khan Zand, 51-54.
41 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 211-212.
42 Joseph Emin always speaks in the third person in his autobiographical memoir.
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menians, and forming a respectable alliance with Georgia, and then becom-
ing tributary to a Christian power..”* It is clear here that the military force of
Karim Khan Zand was encamped in “Romia* (Urmi)”, that is, near the city of
Urmia or Lake Urmia. Also, in this case, Emin honestly shares with us his main
aims: winning the heart of Heraclius II, involving the Armenians on the side of
the Georgians in the expected conflict, and forming a worthy alliance between
the peoples after the victory.

I think that, in this case, in the formation of a worthy alliance between the
Georgian and Armenian peoples, Emin may mean the creation of a Georgian-
Armenian federal state, especially if a “worthy alliance” can only be called an
alliance when all parties are in equal positions and their political interests are
accordingly protected. I will return to this issue later.

The Question of the Lezgins in the 1760s

According to the historical writings of Oman Kherkheulidze, through-
out the 1760s, Heraclius repeatedly had to repel the Lezgins and prevent their
raids in the kingdom. Obviously, the Lezgin attacks would not and could not
remain unnoticed by Emin. After the reports related to Karim Khan Zand,
Emin tells us about the confrontation between Heraclius and one of the Lezgin
leaders, the 78-year-old Chonchol-Musa. According to the information pro-
vided by Kherkheulidze, Chonchol-Musa had been raiding the Kingdom of
Kartli-Kakheti since the 1750s, and the Georgians had been unable to capture
him.* Emin points out that at this time, Chonchol-Musa, along with 200 war-
riors, were captured alive by the Georgians and were brought to the king on
a mule.”” The leader of the Lezgins, doomed to death, reminded the King of
their mutual past and accused Heraclius, and his father, Teimuraz II, of in-
stigating him, Chonchol-Musa, to disturb and enslave the inhabitants of the
Kingdom of Kartli. It is significant that Kherkheulidze does not provide us
with any information regarding the mentioned statement. According to Emin’s
memoir, shortly before the capture of Chonchol-Musa, a conversation took
place between himself and King Heraclius, seeing Emin telling the king that it
was thanks to the Lezgins and their raids that Heraclius had maintained such a
strong authority and power in the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti. In his opinion,
the Lezgins represented Heraclius’ best military forces, especially since it was
they who had raided and oppressed the Georgian principalities, as a result of

43 1Ibid., 211.
44 Kherkheulidze, The Reign of Heraclius II, 57-58.
45 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 214.
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which all the nobles are forced to remain Heraclius’ loyal subordinates. Ac-
cording to Emin, Heraclius did not initially pay attention to the Lezgins en-
tering the country, and only after they destroyed villages and enslaved people
did the king head out to repel them, doing so with minimal military losses.
Thus, he acquired the name of conqueror, and the nobles, impoverished and
exhausted by the raids, were forced to serve him without a word. After that,
Emin went further and recalled the events of Shah Abbas’s (Shah of Iran in 1588-
1629%) period, when, after his invasion, the nobles of Kartli, instead of helping,
sold many Kakhetians to the Turks, as a result of which the Kingdom of Kakheti
was deserted. Heraclius became the King of Kakheti by Nader Shah’s confirma-
tion, and from that time began to rule the country in order to subjugate the nobles:
although he did not sell his subjects to Muslims, he did it with the hands of the
Lezgins. Heraclius thus gained the name of the protector of Christians. Emin adds
at the end: “...You have only this to answer before God, and the world will vouch for
you, that you have sold no Christian as a slave to the Mahomedans, like the nobles
of Cartuel; but you have suffered them by thousands and thousands to be made
captives by the Lazguis...”

It is known that at the beginning of the 17th century, there was a tense po-
litical situation between the kingdoms of Kartli and Kakheti**. My aim is not to
analyze these relations, however, as regards the policy of Heraclius II towards the
Lezgins, in this case, Joseph Emin is most likely wrong. For example, lets recall
that in 1760, Teimuraz II went on a diplomatic mission to the Russian Empire.
One of the goals of this diplomatic mission was to obtain help from the Russian
Empire for the Georgians and get manpower or enough funds to hire troops in
order to stop the Lezgins. It is significant that this diplomatic mission achieved no
results because, at that time, the Russian Empire was involved in the “Seven Years’
War,” and its attention was completely directed towards Europe. At the beginning
of 1762, the Russian Empress Elizabeth I (1709-1762*) passed away, and a few
days later, Teimuraz IT also passed.”® According to Emin’s memoir, his presence at
the Russian Imperial Court coincided with Teimuraz II's. While in Russia, he got
to know Teimuraz personally, and visited him at home. As it turns out, there were
many political discussions conducted between them regarding the Kingdoms of

46 Mikaberidze, Historical Dictionary of Georgia, 62-63.
47 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 212-214.

48 Nikoloz Berdzenishvili, Issues of Georgian History, Vol. 4 (Tbilisi: Metsniereba, 1967),
115-116.

49 Hugh Chisholm, “Elizabeth (Petrovna)”, in Encyclopedia Britannica Vol. 9 (11th ed.) (New
York: Cambridge University Press, 1910), 283-285.

50 David Marshall Lang, The Last Years of the Georgian Monarchy 1658-1832 (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1957), 154-155.
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Kartli and Kakheti, as well as the problem of Armenia and the Lezgins. Moreover,
Emin was set to come to the South Caucasus with Teimuraz.”® His words about
the death of Elizabeth I and Teimuraz II are interesting: “..But, alas! To the great
misfortune of Emin, and to all the Armenians, she died in the month of December;
and exactly a fortnight after, died King Tahmuras of Georgia. Emin was left again
fatherless and motherless.™

The battles of Mchadijvari in 1754 and Kvareli Castle in 1755 can also be
used as arguments, where one of the Lezgin chieftains, Nursal-Beg, attacked
the Georgian kingdoms. In both cases, Teimuraz and Heraclius quickly re-
sponded to the Lezgin attacks, and won.”® The 1760 battle near Atotsi For-
tress is also worth noting, seeing Heraclius II defeat the Lezgins’ chieftains
Chonchol-Musa and Kokhta.”* However, according to Oman Kherkheulidze,
in the 1760s alone, apart from small battles, there were seven important bat-
tles between Heraclius and the Lezgins. In all cases, Heraclius immediately
responded to the attacks and won.* Thus, I conclude that in this case, Emin’s
view of the situation is mostly wrong.

The Project for Creating a Unified Georgian-Armenian State (the 1760s)

According to Emin’s memoir, after one Lezgin incident, King Heraclius of-
fered Emin a specific plan for a campaign in Erivan Khanate, after which Emin
began to correspond with Bishop Hovnan of the Holy Karapet Monastery in
the city of Mush in the Ottoman Empire. Hovnan’s answer came quickly, and
he promised Emin help by sending 4000 Armenian fighters for the benefit of
the military operation, but only if Heraclius II supported the initiative.”® In this
case, the bishop’s hopes were based on the Armenians, Yazidis and Assyrians
living in the eastern territories of the Ottoman Empire. It is noteworthy that
by the middle of the 18th century, there was a political and economic crisis
in the Ottoman Empire. At the same time, the influence of the Sultan, that is,
the central government, was weakening due to the increase in the power of
the pashas” ruling the local regions. The social and economic situation of the
local Armenian population was worsening by the day. To a certain extent, this
also explains why the Armenian population was fully ready to unite with the
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53 D. Megreladze, Lezgins in Georgia (Tbilisi: Historical heritage, 2011), 92.
54 1Ibid., 112.

55 Kherkheulidze, The Reign of Heraclius 11, 58-60.

56 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 216-217.

57 Governors.

142



Grigol Pheradze. Heraclius II's Caucasian Policy in the 1760s...

Georgian army in order to attack the Ottoman Empire with joint forces. At the
same time, the political success of Solomon I (King of Imereti in 1752-1784°%),
who was more or less successful at resisting the Ottomans in the 1760s, must
also be taken into account.”

Joseph Emin had, while traveling to Anatolia, Erivan Khanate and Kara-
bakh, interested Armenian nobles and clerics in the liberation plan of the Ar-
menian population, although only the Anatolian Armenians, and especially
Bishop Hovnan, expressed readiness for a real fight and rebellion, with the lat-
ter quickly winning the favor of the Yazidis, Kurds and Nestorian Assyrians.®
According to Emin’s memoir, a single order from Heraclius IT would have been
enough for them to start the rebellion.

Yet, the revolt planned by Emin and Bishop Hovnan did not begin in
Anatolia, because Heraclius refused to start a new military campaign. In this
case, Heraclius’ reticence can be explained as being for political, military and
economic reasons. First, such a military campaign would have been too risky
and dangerous for Heraclius. Supporting the rebellion and/or providing as-
sistance (manpower, financial funds) would mean complicity in it, and since
the rebellion had to be started directly on the territory of the Ottoman Empire,
in Anatolia, it would have been equivalent to a direct declaration of war on
the Ottomans. Further, Heraclius could not take such a political step with-
out a strong ally. In the event of an impending conflict, only one state — the
Russian Empire — could have been considered as such an ally at that time.
In addition, the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti had its own, personal territorial
claims against the Ottomans: Heraclius had a claim on the territories of the
Akhaltsikhe region (Childir Eyalet), that centuries prior was part of the King-
dom of Georgia.®' This political aim was confirmed in the Russo-Ottoman War
(1768-1774), during which Heraclius’ main motivation was the annexation of
the territories of the Ottoman Akhaltsikhe region.®

In addition, the economic factor should be taken into account. Starting a
war directly on the territory of the Ottoman Empire would require solid eco-
nomic and financial capabilities. The fact that the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti
in the 1760s did not have sufficient financial capabilities is confirmed in Emin’s
memoir when Heraclius accepted the idea of creating a military academy, yet
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pointed out the lack of financial resources to do so. We can thus conclude that
in the 1760s, Heraclius™ political and military interests were primarily related
to the return of Georgian historical territories, and, therefore, we must as-
sume that his plans did not include the unification of the Armenians scattered
throughout the South Caucasus and the creation of a state for them. Thus,
from the point of view of Caucasian politics, the long-term and at the same
time strategic goal of Heraclius II in the 1760s was to strengthen the position
of Kartli-Kakheti at the expense of weakening the influence of the Ottomans
in the region, which, in turn, indirectly strengthened the Russian Empire in
the region. As for the short-term aims, it was important for Heraclius on the
one hand to protect the existing borders of the kingdom from attacks by the
Lezgins, and on the other to preserve the subordinate political units (the Eri-
van, Ganja and Nakhichevan khanates). For example, the Khanate of Erivan
alone paid 3000 tumans annually to the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti as a trib-
ute.”’

From the political point of view, the ambiguous position of the Arme-
nian Church is also worth considering. It is clear from Emin’s memoir that
his project, that is, the initiation of a rebellion by the Armenian population
living in the Ottoman Empire, and later the issue of creating a united, federal
Georgian-Armenian state, was not in the interests of Etchmiadzin, and espe-
cially of Simeon I Yerevantsi (Catholicos of all Armenians in 1763-1780%). As
it turns out, not only the initiation of the rebellion, but also the presence of
Joseph Emin at the royal court of Kartli-Kakheti was considered unacceptable
to Catholicos Simeon. According to Emin’s memoir, Simeon I wrote a letter to
Heraclius, where he emphatically refers to Heraclius II as the King of Armenia
and Georgia, and at the same time demanded he expel the foolish “Armenian
prince” (that is Joseph Emin) from the kingdom. This letter made Heraclius
very angry — it was not clear to him how Simeon could call him the king of Ar-
menia and in the same letter mention Joseph Emin as the prince of Armenia,
or how Emin, born in Hamadan, could be referred to as a “prince”®

One glance at the life of Simeon Catholicos is enough to realize that he
was definitely not a person to write such a tactless and ambiguous letter to
Heraclius without reason. Simeon’s mention of Heraclius as the king of Arme-
nia, and Emin as the prince of Armenia in the same letter, served the sole pur-
pose of creating a feud between Heraclius and Emin. Simeon had a number of
motives to do so: first, Simeon Catholicos knew King Heraclius very well, and
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therefore knew what political and military capabilities the Kingdom of Kartli-
Kakheti had. He knew the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti would not have had
the strength to conduct military operations directly in the Ottoman Empire in
order to liberate the Armenian population. Even if Heraclius had taken such a
risk and achieved some success with the help of the Armenian population, he
would have had to confront Iran along with the Ottomans. After all, the proj-
ect of creating a Georgian-Armenian state with a new federal arrangement in
the South Caucasus meant the unification of the regions inhabited primarily
by Armenians (the territories located in the east of the Ottoman Empire, the
khanates of Erivan and Karabakh). Of course, the implementation of such a
project by Heraclius in the 1760s would have inevitably led to opposition from
Iran, especially since, at that time, Iran considered a significant part of the ter-
ritories of the khanates of the South Caucasus as falling within its own sphere
of influence. The latter is clearly confirmed by Karim Khan Zand’s military
campaign against the khanates on the territory of modern Azerbaijan in 1759-
1763.% This military campaign primarily served to strengthen Iran’s positions
in the Middle East and South Caucasus. Karim Khan’s attitude towards the
Etchmiadzin Church is also noteworthy. As it turns out, by the 1760s, the Etch-
miadzin Church was formally patronized by the ruler of Iran. One particular
document from among Matenadaran’s Persian documents is interesting, where
it becomes clear that in 1763-1764, Karim Khan formally confirmed Simeon
as a Catholicos via the issuing of a special order.”” Along with this, it should be
taken into account that the creation of such a federal state would necessarily
have resulted in disruption to the balance of power in the region, which in turn
would have increased the risk of new wars and bloodshed.

There is another opinion, according to which Heraclius II deceived Jo-
seph Emin. According to this version, which contradicts the autobiographical
memoir of Joseph Emin, Simeon Catholicos, in the letter sent to Heraclius, was
not asking him to expel Emin from the kingdom, but simply advising him to
be careful. However, Heraclius made Emin believe that Simeon had demanded
his expulsion, and therefore he could not support the rebellion of the Arme-
nian population. It turns out that Simeon Catholicos personally supported the
goals of Joseph Emin, but, in this case, he did not consider Emin the right
leader of the rebellion and liberation movement.®® Although to some extent
this opinion also has a logical explanation, I do not share it, because according
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to the memoir of Joseph Emin, it can be seen from the actions of Simeon that
he was against Emin’s ideology too. Also, if we take into account the fact that
Joseph Emin was quite an active person at the court of the Kingdom of Kartli-
Kakheti, and also had sufficient contacts with the Armenian population, it is
hard to believe he could miss such an important fact and be so easily misled
by King Heraclius.

As mentioned, by the late 18th century, there was no unified Armenian
state. In this situation, the only unifying institution of the Armenian nation
was the Church. Thus, the Armenian Church accommodated both the func-
tion of the state, and the orientation of national belonging.®

According to Emin’s memoir, in the late 18th century, there were four
Armenian churches (patriarchates): Etchmiadzin (in the Khanate of Eri-
van), Cilicia (in the southeastern part of the Ottoman Empire), Akhtamar (in
the eastern part of the Ottoman Empire) and Gandzasar (in the Khanate of
Karabakh).” It is known that Simeon I took tireless care of the growth of the
influence of his own Church, that is, Etchmiadzin, and he was especially an-
noyed by the apostasy of the patriarchs of Gandzasar, and made every effort to
reduce the influence of the Catholicos of Gandzasar on the Armenian popu-
lation.” As such, it is clear that Simeon would not allow another clergyman to
conduct any kind of political negotiations with King Heraclius instead of him,
and especially within his own Church. This is also confirmed by the fact that
Simeon excommunicated friend and ally of Joseph Emin, Bishop Hovnan of
St. Karapet Monastery, from the Church shortly after the start of negotiations
between Heraclius and Emin, accusing him of patronizing the Catholics, and
of heresy.”

At the same time, we may assume that one of Simeon’s aims was to pre-
serve the existing status quo, at least until such a power appeared in the region
that could adequately resist the Ottomans and Iran, and liberate the Armenian
people from Muslim domination — and such a power would most likely be the
Russian Empire.”” In order to maintain the existing political situation, Simeon
declared Heraclius as the King of Armenia, and on the other conducted his
own policy without the king’s permission, and therefore independently from
him. For example, the case of Assyrian Bishop Isaiah is interesting: At the end
of the 1760s, Isaiah was negotiating with King Heraclius on the joining of the
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Assyrians to the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti. While he was returning from
Thilisi, by the order of Simeon Catholicos, he was thrown into the dungeon at
Etchmiadzin. A letter dated September 26, 1770, reveals that Heraclius had to
take special measures to save him.” This fact also shows that Simeon I never
suffered from a lack of information: He always followed Heraclius II's policy,
and was generally aware of the political events taking place at the court of the
Kartli-Kakheti kingdom. As such, Simeon would definitely know what kind of
negotiations Isaiah was conducting with Heraclius. In this case, Simeon Ca-
tholicos took the liberty of taking a political decision on the Georgian King’s
behalf. By seizing the Assyrian bishop, Simeon demonstrated his indirect an-
tagonism against Heraclius II's regional policy.”

For Simeon I, it was categorically unacceptable that some European cler-
gymen were traveling and spreading European economic relations, lifestyle,
and especially the Catholic religion in Armenia and the Kingdom of Kartli-
Kakheti. This is clearly confirmed in one of his letters to Heraclius, where he
reproaches the king and categorically asks him to expel the European clergy
from his kingdom.” Simeon was well aware of the difficult political situation of
the current Armenian population, and of Etchmiadzin itself. He always sought
a balanced policy with the Ottoman Empire and Iran, and he recognized that
the creation of a unified Georgian-Armenian state would be led by the Geor-
gians, especially since Armenia did not have a king at that time, and, therefore
the Georgian Bagrationis would become the full-fledged rulers of Armenia.
This issue was also discussed by Emin in his memoir. During one of the con-
versations held between him and Heraclius, Emin said that it was inconceiv-
able to him how Joseph Emin, the son of Hovsep from Calcutta, could ascend
to the throne of Armenia, when the real sovereign, that is Heraclius II, with his
seven princes and five daughters as beautiful as angels, were alive.”” As a result
of the analysis of Emin’s memoir, it is proven that he, in some cases, could
barely imagine himself on the throne of the future Kingdom of Armenia. In
any case, it is clear that he always faced the problem of legitimacy as a “prince”.
This issue is somewhat confirmed by his second letter to Heraclius, in which
he asks the king for his daughter’s hand in marriage (at that time, Joseph Emin
had not yet visited the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti, and therefore he did not
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know Heraclius II personally) and for a marriage certificate.”® From this hon-
est letter, which dates back to 1760, it can be assumed that for Emin, who was
a merchant’s son, becoming relatives with Heraclius II, through his marriage
to a member of the royal family, would have been beneficial to him, especially
because, as is clear from the memoir, the Armenian population often regarded
Joseph Emin as their “prince” and recognized him as a savior. He realized that
he was not noble and did not belong to any noble family, and later called this
letter “the biggest mistake of his life””

The creation of a new state that gave priority to the Georgians would auto-
matically lead to a decline of the role of the Etchmiadzin Church in the region.
According to Emin’s memoir, Heraclius himself had the desire to unite the
Georgian and Armenian churches, claiming that the only thing separating the
Georgian and Armenian Christian peoples from each other was their different
beliefs. In the opinion of the king, it would have been good if both parties re-
nounced some “useless” rites and rules so as to restore brotherhood and unity
among the peoples.** Georgian monarchs David IV (King of Georgia in 1089-
1125%) and Tamar (King of Georgia in 1184-1210%) had also been interested
in the unification of the Georgian and Armenian churches. This was facili-
tated by the fact that the jurisdiction of Georgia extended to the main parts of
Armenia.® Yet, the issue of creating a Georgian-Armenian federal state was
never seriously discussed until the 18th century,* though the Georgian and
Armenian political circles mentioned their interest in the issue of uniting the
Georgian and Armenian peoples for common goals as early as the first half of
the 18th century, during the reign of Vakhtang VI, King of Kartli. Vakhtang VI
had close ties with the representatives of the Armenian liberation movement.®
Later, as mentioned above, the issue of creating a unified Georgian-Armenian
federal state was already being seriously discussed in the latter half of that cen-
tury, during the reign of Heraclius II of Kartli-Kakheti.

Thus, we can conclude that by the 1760s, before the beginning of the Rus-
so-Ottoman war, the political interests of Heraclius II and Simeon Catholi-
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cos, to some extent coincided in the sense that it was important for both of
them to maintain the existing political situation in the region. Heraclius’ mili-
tary campaign in the Erivan khanate was not aimed at limiting the influence
and power of Simeon, but primarily to punish and subjugate the disobedient
ruler of Erivan, Hoseyn Ali Khan and to restore order in the khanate and en-
sure the receipt of an annual tribute. It is significant that, according to Oman
Kherkheulidze, in the 1760s, King Heraclius marched to Erivan Khanate twice,
in 1767 and 1769 — in both cases against the Kurdish inhabitants in Erivan,
because they had not paid the tribute imposed on them,* while, according to
Bagrat Bagrationi (a son of King George XII, 1776-1841%), Heraclius marched
on the Erivan Kurds in 1764.%

Thus, we can conclude that in terms of political direction, Simeon Ca-
tholicos was more in favor of the growth of the influence of the Russian Em-
pire in the South Caucasus than of the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti. At the end
of the 1760s, Joseph Emin’s political orientation moved away from England
to support the Russian Empire. For example, in the first letter sent to Hera-
clius, Joseph Emin cannot hide his admiration for the European states and
especially for England. Later, when Emin starts traveling and becomes a direct
participant in all events, his plans change and he claims to be considering the
existence of a united Georgian-Armenian state only under the protectorate of
the Russian Empire.*

According to Emin’s memoir, following Simeon’s ultimatum, Heraclius II
decides to ask Joseph Emin to leave the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti. Of course,
the King names Simeonss letter as the reason for this, and says that he cannot
go against Simeon in this case (This once again confirms the fact that Heraclius
takes Simeon’s position into account). Heraclius cites Emin’s lack of funds as
the second reason.” In general, Emin most often attributes his failures in his
“adventure” to his lack of money.

Conspiracy against Heraclius II in 1765

After being expelled from the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti in 1765, Joseph
Emin moved to the North Caucasus, where he learnt about the conspiracy
against Heraclius II. He provides us with interesting information about the es-
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sence of the conspiracy and the fate of Heraclius’ uncle, Paata Batonishvili (son
of King of Kartli Vakhtang VI"). According to his report, Paata Batonishvili
was the mastermind of the conspiracy against Heraclius. Together with the
Georgian nobles, he was able to gain the support of the Lezgins, and planned
to destroy the king, princes and the entire royal family.”* According to Emin,
the plot was given away by David, an Armenian by nationality. One of the
conspirators, David was given a special task to deliver a letter signed by them
to the Lezgins, who would attack Heraclius II at the time specified in the docu-
ment. Instead of completing the task, David took the letter to the king. After
that, Heraclius invited Paata Batonishvili to his palace along with the nobles
participating in the conspiracy.”” In Emin’s memoir, we read: “..The prince
asking Pala®, his uncle, how his heart could suffer him to write to the enemy
that he would destroy, by his own hand, both his nephew and his children.
[Pala] answered so he would have done, upon which he was immediately cut to
pieces..”” As can be seen from this passage, Heraclius I immediately executed
his uncle. It is significant that Teimuraz Bagrationi also provides information
about the conspiracy of 1765 in his writings, however, unlike Joseph Emin,
Bagrationi names the Georgian nobles participating in the conspiracy: Dimitri
Amilakhvari and his son Alexander Amilakhvari, as well as Elizbar Taktakish-
vili and Glakha Tsitsishvili.*® In addition, when writing about the conspiracy
of 1765, Teimuraz Bagrationi does not mention the Lezgins, despite, according
to Emin’s reports, the direct participation of the Lezgins in the conspiracy hav-
ing been established. It is worth noting that in 1765, after the discovery of the
conspiracy and the punishment of the criminals, the power of Heraclius II in
the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti was strengthened, and from that time on the
nobles did not try to put further pressure on the monarch.”

Some time before these events, when Emin was in the North Caucasus,
the Lezgins knew that he had been expelled by Heraclius, and they offered to
march against the Georgians with a 12,000 strong army of Lezgins.”® Emin did
not take part in this campaign. He writes of this event: “..being assured in
their own minds that he was provoked, and would not be reconciled to Hera-
clius, though, in truth, he would not have changed one Georgian Christian for
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92 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 276.

93 1Ibid., 276-277.

94 In his memoir, Emin mentions Paata Batonishvili as “Pala”.

95 Ibid., 277.

96 Bagrationi, Modern History, 52.
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98 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 259-260.
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all the Mahometans in Asia, but continued a true Armenian..”* From this
passage it is clear the negative attitude Emin had towards Muslims. However,
this is not really surprising, considering the greater picture, where it can be
seen that he attributes all the troubles of his own nation to the Muslims. It is
possible that the Lezgins’ march on the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti was con-
nected with the conspiracy of 1765.

Heraclius II’s Struggle for Power

Before returning to the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti, Emin traveled to the
South Caucasus and, in particular, to those regions populated by Armenians.
His meeting with Bishop Hovnan, who, as mentioned above, was soon excom-
municated from the Church by Simeon on charges of heresy, is an interest-
ing fact. From the conversation between Emin and Hovnan, it is clear that
the bishop was angry at King Heraclius and Simeon Catholicos for allowing
Muslims to continue ruling over Armenians and Assyrians, and thought that
it was due to them that Emin’s plan was thwarted to liberate the Armenians
living in the territory of the Ottoman Empire.'” In Emin’s memoir, Hovnan
is quoted in one particularly noteworthy sentence: “...Prince Heraclius’ name
is now as great as Nadir Shahss; if he would but have assisted our prince Emin
with a hundred Georgians, a hundred thousand Kurdistan Armenians would
have joined him, besides as many Assyrians and Nestorians, who could easily
have found money...”'*" This passage once again confirms the great authority
of Heraclius II among the peoples living in the South Caucasus. It also con-
firms the readiness of those people to fight for their freedom.

According to Emin’s memoir, shortly after his return to the Kingdom of
Kartli-Kakheti in 1767, a political crisis began in the Ganja Khanate. In his
work, Emin provides us with detailed information about the rivalry between
Heraclius II and Shahverdi (Khan of Ganja). This part of the memoir is par-
ticularly interesting, because after overcoming the political crisis in the Ganja
Khanate, Heraclius had to fight the Lezgin army. Emin also gives us important
information about these battles.

As mentioned above, following the death of Nader Shah, internal conflicts
kicked off in Iran, which weakened the state and made it lose its spheres of in-
fluence. Along with other Asian territories, Iran’s sphere of influence included
the South Caucasus, among them the five melikdoms of Karabakh, the so-

99 1Ibid., 260.
100 Ibid., 377.
101 Ibid., 377-378.
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called “khamsa” In the 17th-19th centuries, there were five independent ter-
ritorial units in the territory of modern mountainous Karabakh - the Gulistan,
Dizak, Varanda, Khachen and Jraberd districts. Each of these was ruled by a
different noble family.'* It is significant that in the Caucasus of the 13th-18th
centuries, “melik” was the position of a feudal lord. During the reign of Shah
Abbas I, the meliks were feudal lords dependent on the Shah.'”® Unlike other
political units, until the 1750s, the melikdoms of Karabakh did not have a sole
ruler, thus each melik independently governed their own melikdom.

The situation changed radically in 1748, when, by making the Karabakh
meliks fight each other, Panah Ali Khan became the sole ruler of Karabakh.
In the same year, he was formally confirmed as the Khan of Karabakh by the
new ruler of Iran, Adel Shah. In 1751-52, Panah Ali Khan completed the con-
struction of the Shusha fortress, and from this period the city of Shusha was
declared the center of the Karabakh khanate.'** Russian historian Piotr Butkov
(1775-1857') notes that Panah Ali Khan pursued an aggressive policy from
the beginning, and tried to spread his power to the neighboring khanates. In
1749, he attacked the Ganja khanate, after which the Armenians living in Gan-
ja and Karabakh applied to Teimuraz IT and Heraclius II for help.'® The Geor-
gians marched towards Ganja. Due to the impending danger, Panah Ali Khan
lifted the siege of the city of Ganja and returned to Karabakh, yet Teimuraz and
Heraclius followed him and defeated him.'"

In 1752, Shahverdi Khan, the ruler of Ganja, stopped paying the annual
tribute to King Teimuraz. As a result, Teimuraz and Heraclius marched on the
Ganja khanate again. Shahverdi Khan was helped by Khan of Shaki, Haji Cha-
labi, and the Georgians were defeated in the battle on April 12, 1752.

On September 1 of the same year, Teimuraz again marched on the Ganja
khanate. This time, Shahverdi Khan and his allies, Khan of Shaki, Haji Cha-
labi, and his son Aghakishi Beg, were defeated.'”® Teimuraz Bagrationi also
provides information about the battle of Tulkitephe, and notes that the Circas-
sians helped him in the fight against the Ganja and Shaki khanates.'”” Geor-
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gian chronicler Papuna Orbeliani also offers detailed information about the
battle of Tulkitephe, noting that, after the defeat of King Heraclius by Haji Cha-
labi, the situation in the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti became critical. While
Heraclius was negotiating with the Circassians, the kingdom was attacked by
the Lezgins, though the Georgians successfully repelled the attack, and, later,
Teimuraz and Heraclius won a decisive victory in the battle of Tulkitephe.'"

In his memoir, Emin responds to the events that took place in 1765, in-
forming us about the conflict between Shahverdi Khan, the ruler of Ganja,
and King Heraclius. He claims that Shahverdi Khan started a subversive policy
against Heraclius, with the help of the Lezgins oppressing the Shamshadin
tribe, which was under the protection of King Heraclius at that time. As a
result, Heraclius sent 500 horsemen to Ganja. They should have destroyed the
Lezgins as soon as they appeared in the region, however, according to Emin,
the situation changed radically when one of the Armenian servants, who had
converted to Islam, assassinated Shahverdi Khan in his bedroom at night.
Consequently the Khanate of Ganja officially became a politically dependent
state of the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti.'!

According to Butkova, Shahverdi Khan himself requested Heraclius™ aid
because he had lost control over the Ganja khanate. In response, Heraclius
marched on Ganja and Shahverdi became Khan again. When Shahverdi Khan
was killed by the discontented inhabitants of the khanate, Heraclius approved
the Khan’s son, Muhammad Hasan Khan, as the ruler of Ganja.""> According
to Teimuraz Bagrationi, Shahverdi Khan was assassinated by his servant, after
which Heraclius again marched on Ganja and installed Shahverdi Khan’s son
Muhammad Hasan Khan as the ruler of the Khanate.'"

Thus, in the case of all three authors, the information about Shahverdi
Khan’s murder is confirmed, although only Emin clarifies the identity of Shah-
verdi Khan’s killer. Most likely, he would not have paid so much attention to
Khan’s killer if he had not been Armenian, and if he had not had a very painful
motive - being forced to convert to Islam.

After these reports, Emin mentions with regret the issue of relations be-
tween King Heraclius and Armenian merchants from Tbilisi, noting that the
merchants always sincerely helped the king and his family with troops, money,
and food. However, the king in turn, he claims, never paid due attention to
them. Emin connects Heraclius™ attitude to the influence of the Holy Greek
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Church and the clergymen. Here, he sadly notes that after every conversation
with Heraclius, he made himself believe that eventually the king would help
him and give him an army, however, time passed and the king never helped
him.'

Perhaps, in this case, Joseph Emin’s heartache was connected to the fact
that despite the unconditional loyalty of the Armenian merchants to the King,
Heraclius did not take effective steps to liberate the Armenians. It is also pos-
sible that here, Emin means the legal status of the ethnically Armenian popula-
tion living in the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti. For example, according to David
Bagrationi (son of George XII, 1769-1819), '*in the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakhe-
ti, ethnic Armenian officials almost never held high administrative positions
— these positions were mainly occupied by Georgian nobles and representa-
tives of distinguished families. Also, the Armenian population, aside from in
emergency situations and the Morige Jari''%, did not actively participate in
King Heraclius’ campaigns.'” To some extent, this situation is not surprising
at all, because the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti was a feudal state, which means
that, from the political point of view, there existed relations characteristic to
feudal systems in the country: Feudal relations in themselves, both in the case
of a monarchical lineage and individual feudal families, imply heredity.

From the military point of view, Georgian-Armenian relations deepened
in the 18th century. Even during the reign of Vakhtang VI in the 1720s, many
Armenians were enrolled in the Georgian army. In addition, sources confirm
that Armenians took an active role in King Heraclius’ campaigns. As Guram
Maisuradze points out, in general, in the late 18th century, the Armenian pop-
ulation in the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti was engaged in various activities:
economic and financial, craftsmanship, military, etc. However, Armenian mer-
chants, who were under the protection of Heraclius II, were especially strong
in the kingdom, and many Armenians were employed at the royal palace,
holding key positions.'"®

Therefore, it turns out that by the late 18th century, the process of integra-
tion of the Armenian population into the kingdom was already underway to
some extent — the latter being confirmed by the memoir of Joseph Emin.
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Confrontation with the Lezgins, and the Second Expulsion of Joseph
Emin from the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti

Emin mentions events that occurred in the Kingdom of Imereti which saw
King Solomon I defeating disobedient nobles and confronting the Ottomans.
In this case, Lezgin troops helped him. According to Emin, the Lezgin army
was commanded by Mikael, an Armenian centurion who had been captured
as a child and raised in Dagestan. It happened so that this man, who was at the
same time one of the commanders of the Lezgins, was sent with an auxiliary
army to King Solomon of Imereti. He came to Imereti from Dagestan, joined
the king’s army, and defeated 40,000 Turks and Dadians (one of the most emi-
nent noble families in Georgia, the ruling dynasty of Mingrelia [Samegrelo]'"?)
who were marching with the Ottomans against Solomon. The Lezgins raided
the domains of the Georgian nobles there, and took about a hundred slaves as
loot.'* It is worth noting that these events are also confirmed in the historical
essays of Bagrat Bagrationi, according to whom, in 1767, disturbances began
in the Kingdom of Imereti. King Solomon I of Imereti was dethroned and his
cousin Teimuraz was made king, Leon Abashidze and Rostom, Lord of Ra-
cha, brought the Ottomans to the kingdom. In response, King Solomon asked
Nikoloz Tsereteli for help, who brought the Lezgins to Imereti to fight against
the Turks and apostate nobles and regain the throne.'”! According to Johann
Giildenstidt, along with the Ottomans, the Dadians, the Gurians and the Lord
of Racha fought against Solomon, but all of them were defeated by the king.'*

Joseph Emin provides us with interesting information regarding the events
that developed in Imereti. According to him, the Lezgins who went to Imereti
had an agreement with King Heraclius, who had given them his word that he
would allow them to pass peacefully to Imereti and back, and would not create
any obstacles on their returning to Dagestan.'” However, those Lezgins who
traveled from Imereti to the territory of the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti were
killed by Heraclius. Oman Kherkheulidze also provides us with information
about the destruction of the Lezgins, clarifying that the Lezgins raided the
villages of Racha in Imereti and took about a hundred Christian prisoners for
Dagestan, and as a consequence of this, Heraclius met them at the River Iori
and put them to death on the spot.'**
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According to Emin’s memoir, shortly after these events, a conversation
took place between King Heraclius and Joseph Emin, where Heraclius won-
dered why Emin had not obeyed the order to fight against the Lezgins. Emin
replied that he did not take part in the battle on purpose, because, in this case,
the Lezgins were helping Solomon I, and he considered it an unworthy act to
attack them. Shortly after this conversation, King Heraclius expelled Joseph
Emin from the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti. It is clear from the memoir that
if Emin had not obeyed this order, his life would have been in danger.'” As a
result, Emin left the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti in 1768, before the beginning
of the Russo-Ottoman war, first traveling to the Kingdom of Imereti, and then
heading south.

According to the memoir, Joseph Emin was well-received in the Kingdom
of Imereti. Solomon invited Emin to dinner, where an interesting conversation
took place between them. Emin was asked the reason he had left the King-
dom of Kartli-Kakheti. He answered all questions diplomatically, in one case
even comparing his own eloquence to Cicero’s oratorical abilities. He speaks
one very interesting phrase while talking to Solomon: “..Heraclius, from many
years’ experience in the toils of war, is worthy to be the Emperor of Persia, and
yourself his generalissimo, provided you will both resolve not to put on always,
and everywhere, the religious habit of your holy church, to condemn all others,
and to commend yours alone. Such conduct will soon bring over the honest
Armenians to furnish you with all the necessaries of life, and true Christianity
will thrive better...“!2¢

I think that Emin’s general attitude towards his main goal is well read in
this closing speech: the goal, which above all else was to free the Armenian
population from Muslim rule through cooperation with the Georgians, and
based on this to unite the two nations under a common cause.

Conclusions

Based on the analysis of the autobiographical memoir of Joseph Emin, I
have discussed the Caucasian policy of Heraclius II in the 1760s. This decade
of the 18th century is the most interesting episode in Emin’ life. In this pe-
riod, he was closest to his life’s main goal to bring freedom to the Armenian
population living in the Ottoman Empire, and to establish a united Georgian-
Armenian federal state in collaboration with the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti.

125 Emin, Life and Adventures of Emin Joseph Emin, 392-394.
126 Ibid., 403-404.
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I conclude that by the 1760s, the authority of Heraclius II was great among
the peoples living in the South Caucasus, at which time his policy was more
directed towards the strengthening of the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti than
towards the creation of an experimental Georgian-Armenian federal state.
Heraclius’ goal was to protect the kingdom from the attacks of the Lezgins,
to strengthen its power over the khanates in the South Caucasus, and, on the
basis of military-political cooperation with the Russian Empire, to return the
Georgian historical territories that were part of the Ottoman Empire.

The project of creating a Georgian-Armenian federal state had several ob-
stacles. First, the situation of Joseph Emin himself. He did not have enough
support from the Armenian community, which largely led to his failure. Fur-
ther, he had no real support from either England or the Russian Empire. Then,
throughout the 1760s, he constantly found himself lacking money. To some
extent, due to this lack of funds, he failed to convince either King Heraclius or
the Church of Etchmiadzin. The policy of Heraclius II himself can also be con-
sidered a hindering factor, being one which was more aimed at strengthening
the Georgian kingdom than at liberating the Armenians living in the Ottoman
Empire and creating a new state for them.

Alongside the political factor of King Heraclius, we have to consider the
position of the head of the Church of Etchmiadzin, Simeon I. Simeon Catholi-
cos was both a spiritual and secular leader for the Armenian people, one who
envisioned the liberation of the Armenian people from Muslim rule in a differ-
ent way. He, unlike Emin, preferred careful and consistent actions. In addition,
the impression was created that Simeon Catholicos did not think of Joseph
Emin and Heraclius II as the leading force of the liberation movement, but
considered only himself and the Church of Etchmiadzin as such. Yet, in the
1760s, the Church of Etchmiadzin was not interested in implementing such
a risky project. Simeon I's goal was merely to gain influence over the people
living in the region, maintain the political situation, and deepen ties with the
Russian Empire. Thus, by the 1760s, Joseph Emin had failed to bring freedom
to the Armenian population, and, therefore, the issue of creating a Georgian-
Armenian federal state was no longer on the agenda. However, by the 1780s,
the project of creating a unified state was gaining new life, and it was associated
with another Armenian group.
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