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megaliTuri Zeglebi qarTul miToritualur sistemaSi 

(sinkretizmi simboloSi)

nino abakelia

naSromis fokuss arqauli anTropologiis erTerTi umniSvne lo

vanesi elementi _ menhiri warmoadgens qarTul miTurritua lur 

sis  temaSi. zogadad, meore aTaswleuliT daTariRebuli falikuri 

Zeg lebi (3dan 5 metramde simaRlisa) SemorCenilia saqarTveloSi, 

somxeTSi, Crdilo kavkasiaSi, monRoleTSi, mTel keltur samyaroSi 

da sxv. me20 saukunis mecnierebma [meSCaninovma1925, marma da smirnov

ma 1931, piotrovskim 1939, meliqsedbekovma 1947, mixankovam 1931, Ra

fancianma 1952, makalaTiam 1939, sixaruliZem, 1972 da sxveb ma] saTana

do yuradReba miaqcies maT da  mniSvnelovani daskvnebi gaakeTes. maT 

kavkasiuri Zeglebi daafiqsires da gansazRvres terminiT _ `veSapi~.

savele eTnografiuli masala avlens axal faqtebs zemoT xsenebul 

ZeglebTan dakavSirebiT da, Sesabamisad, safuZvels qmnis sakiTxis xe

laxla ganxilvisaTvis im regionebSi, sadac isini gvxvdebian. yvelaze 

mniSvnelovani ki, Cveni azriT, aris maTi gamoyeneba da funqcionireba 

axal religiur doneze. qarTul realiaSi am uCveulo artefaqtebis 

axali konteqsti da funqciebi gviCvenebs, Tu ramdenad aqtiuri Sei

Zleba gaxdnen isini xalxuri rwmenawarmodgenebis anturaJSi. qar

Tul tradiciaSi maT, Ziqvebs anu rZis qvebsac eZaxian, romlebTanac 

rZedamSrali dedebi (an uSviloni) midiodnen da specialur ritu

alebs asrulebdnen. mag., s. murjaxeTSi (samcxejavaxeTi) idga ori di

di qvis lodi (`ori veSapi~), romlebic, adgilobrivi rwmenawamod

genebiT, ganasaxierebdnen daZmas. eZaxdnen laliasa da Ziqvas ( anu 

rZis qvas, romelnic rZisa da Svilierebis  mimcemebad aRiqmebodnen). 

1987 wels  sofel murjaxeTSi am qvebze Semdegi gadmocema CaviwereT:

`daZma yofila. erTs  (das) Ziqva erqva, meores _ lalia. lalia 

mwyemsi yofila da cxvars mwyemsavda. das Turme ZmisTvis mihqonda 

saWmeli. am dros Semosevia  sofels lekebi da das unatria: `oRond 

imaT ar CavuvardeT xelSi da me aq gavqvavde da Cemi Zma _ iqo~. Zma 

mwoliare mdgomareobaSia gaqvaveuli, da fexze  dgas. mag das iseTi 

Za la aqvs, rom deda, visac rZe ara aqvs, imas Savi feris saRvTos dauk

lavs, karaqs  wausvams da viTom rZes miscemso... qali im qvasTn Zmam 

unda waiyvanos. qaTmis Sewirva ician. Zroxis  sufTa umarilo karaqi 
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miaqvT ZRvnad. Ziqva mudam cremliania (namiania). qvas samjer Semouv

lidnen. visTvisac akeTbdnen  imas samsxverplo cxovelis sisxls waus

vamdnen~.

s. makalaTias cnobiT, ZiqvasTan midiodnen qalebi, romelTac rZe 

ar  hqondaT, Tan mihyavdaT  Savi qaTami, mtredi, batkani da Rames aTe

vdnen [makalaTia 1938:114115].

xazgasasmelia rom qvebi daZmad aRiqmebian da rom rZismimcem qva

sTan qali sakuTar Zmas unda mieyvana da ara qmars
1

. qali svets samjer 

Semouvlida, akocebda, svetze falosis gamosaxulebas karaqs waus

vamda, Semdeg TviTonac waisvamda mkerdze. adgilobrivi rwmenawar

modgenebiT, am ritualis Sesrulebis Semdeg rZedamSral qals rZe 

miecemoda, xolo uSvilos _ Svili.

Tu am SemTxvevaSi veSapi falikur simbolizmTanaa dakavSirebuli 

da, Sesabamisad, nayofierebisa da baraqianobis mimcemad aRiqmeba ad

gilobriv mosaxleobaSi, sxva SemTxvevaSi mas wyalsa da daravdars 

ukavSireben. religiebis istoriidan cnobilia, rom gveli, veSapi 

(da am orisgan Seqmnili urCxulis saxe gvelveSapi) wylis mflobe

li, misi binadari da mcvelia, romelic wyals umsxverplod aravis 

aZlevs. msxverpli unda gaiRos ara marto mdabio xalxma, aramed 

xelmwifemac [Ciqovani 1949:7]. gvelveSaps, rogorc wesi, ebrZvis gmiri 

(qristianul doneze _ wm. giorgi). dasavleT saqarTveloSi da, ker

Zod, leCxumsa da qvemo  svaneTSi veSapTmebrZoli gmirebidan dRemde 

SemorCenilia xsovna  Zmebze (an sxva versiiT, mamaSvilze)  _  vaJi

nasa da JivJivaze, romelTac daamarcxes gvelveSapi da mosaxleobas 

wyali misces. maTi mosagonari dRe xalxur kalendarSic aris Sesuli 

da maT saqarTvelos am kuTxeebSi igoneben (Sesabamisi SesawiravebiT) 

didmarxvis pirvel orSabaTs [abakelia 1997:1415].

rwmenebi wylismflobeli gveleSapis Sesaxeb uSualod ukavSirdeb a 

zemoT xsenebul megaliTur Zeglebs da, rogorc aRiniSna, Tu erT 

SemTxvevaSi es Zeglebi nayofierebis, rZisa da Svilierebis mimcemia, 

sxva SemTxvevaSi masTan gvalvadelgmaa dakavSirebuli. mag., s. bara

leTSi (samcxejavaxeTi) aRmarTuli qvasveti uSualod wyals, dar

avdars ukavSirdeba. am svets `amaRlebis~ sveti ewodeba.

mTxrobelTa gadmocemiT, me19 saukunis 20ian wlebSi daaxloe

biT 6 metris simaRlis qva waqceuli gdebula tyeSi. sofelSi `saSi

nel gvalvas dauWeria~, ris gamoc saqoneli da mosavali iRupeboda. 

erTerT mosaxles (gvarad zedgeniZes) sizmriT Seutyvia, rom saqmes 

mxolod qvis vertikalurad dayeneba uSvelida. qvis mosatanad da  

aRsamarTavad mTeli kuTxe wasula. qvis aRmarTvidan meSvide dRes 

1 es garemoeba miTologiuri droisTvis damaxasiaTebeli siuJetis anareklad SeiZleba 

CaiTvalos, magram igi albaT damatebiT masalebs moiTxovs.
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mRvdeli mosula da ukurTxebia qva. sofelSi mogrovili fuliT sami 

xari uyidiaT da axlad aRmarTul qvasvetTan SeuwiravT sasurveli 

amindis dadgomis mizniT. gadmocemiT, imave  dRes kokispiruli wvima 

wamosula. amindis gamosawvevad aRmarTul qvas `amaRleba~ uwodes, 

ramdenadac es qmedeba (qvis `amaRleba~) dResaswaul amaRlebasTan mi

u sadagebiaT. amasTan erTad, aRuTqvamT, rom momavalSi yovel amaR

lebas mTeli sofeli SesawiravebiT da locviT aRniSnavda [abakelia 

1987a:3].

n.marisa da i.smirnovis  [1931:8790] aRniSvniT, saqarTvelosa da 

somxeTSi gavrcelebuli veSapebis zedapirze rig SemTxvevaSi sx

vadasxvanairi gamosaxulebebis garCevaa SesaZlebeli, yvelaze xSir

ad ki, rqiani cxovelisa. zog veSapze aRniSnuli gamosaxulebebi deta

luradaa damuSavebuli, zogze ki stilizebulia. xSirad am cxovelTa 

xaxidan gadmodioda erTi, ori an sami talRiseburi xazi, romelic 

wylis nakadTan aris gaigivebuli [sixaruliZe 1972:24]. am Zeglebze 

gatyavebuli cxovelis tyavi (umeteswilad xaris, gvxvdeba kameCis da 

cxvrisac) Sesawiravis tyavadaa miCneuli, romelic TiTqosda mTel 

stelazea gadafenili [mari...1931:90] Sesawiravis gatyavebisas Tavis, 

kudis da kidurebis xeluxleblad datoveba msxverplSewirvis uZve

lesi formaa, romelic meoce saukunis Sua wlebamde saqarTvelos 

mraval kuTxeSi dasturdeboda [abakelia 1987:237243; 1991:83115].

Cveni kvlevis Tanaxmad [abakelia 1997], menhirebTan asociirdebian 

cis RmerTebi, razec metyvelebs xSir SemTxvevaSi xaris gamosaxuleba, 

romelic, Tavis mxriv, amindis RmerTis universalur simbolos war

moadgens. aRniSnuli Tezisis gasamyareblad SeiZleba moviyvanoT 

tipologiuri masala erTerTi uZvelesi xalxis, kerZod, xeTebis 

re  ligiidan, romelic amindis RmerTis huwaši qvis stela an beTilia, 

rom zed zogjer reliefebia amotvifruli. maT aTavsebdnen rogorc 

taZarSi, aseve Ria cis qveS, wyaros TavTan an tyesTan axlos an mTaze. 

xeTologiuri gamokvlevebis Tanaxmad, qvis stelebi sxvadasxva RvTae

bas eZRvneboda, magram maT Soris yvelaze cnobili da mniSvnelovani 

amindis RvTaebis gamosaxulebiani stela iyo. aseve mniSvnelovnad 

gveCveneba, rom amindis RvTaebis gamosaxuleba dResaswaulebis dros 

gamohqondaT taZrebidan, ritualuri procesiiT mihqondaT qalaqga

reT da misi stelis win aTavsebdnen [zingeri 1986: 245253]. aRniSnuli 

masala zemoT gamoTqmul varauds amyarebs, rom qvis stelaze SesaZle

beli iyo amindis RvTaebis gamosaxva (iseve rogorc Cvens sinadvileSi, 

masze Sesawir cxovels, anu mis erTerT ipostass gamosaxavdnen).

unda aRiniSnos, rom materialuri Zeglebis garda, es rwmenebi 

asa xulia wmindanebis epiTetebSi. am TvalsazrisiT, sainteresoa 

aR mosavleT saqarTvelos mTaSi mTis veSagis/mTis SeSagis  (romlis 
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erTerTi epiTeti `wyarosTavisa~ aris) arseboba [ix. oCiauri 1988: 

72], ro melic aRniSnul regionSi cis RmerTis (Semdeg ki amindis Rmer

Tis, xolo qristianul doneze _ wmindanis saxiT) aris warmodgenili 

Ta vis qTonur antagonistTan erTad. xalxur rwmenawarmodgenebSi, 

qristianul doneze, masTan asociirdeba wm.giorgi da misi qTonuri 

mowinaaRmdege (gvelveSapi) da es transformacia moikvleva Cvens 

mier wm. giorgis dawnexil, kondensirebul epiTetSi, romelic ufro 

farTo konteqsts gulisxmobs. am konkretul SemTxvevaSi, wm. giorgi 

(erTerTi axali Teofania amindis RvTaebisa qristianul doneze) 

iTvisebs damarcxebuli qTonuri mowinaaRmdegis saxels da gvxvdeba 

wm. giorgi mTis veSagi/SeSagi `wyarosTavisa~s saxeliT, romlis gan

mgebelic TviTon xdeba brZolis Semdeg.

sainteresoa, rom xaris gamosaxulebiani veSapebi, rogorc amas 

n. mari da i. smirnovi aRniSnavdnen, gvxvdebian mTebSi mdinareebis 

saTaveebTan, wyarosTan, tbebTan, arxebTan da sxv. [mari... 1931:90]. es 

faqti xSir  SemTxvevaSi dasturdeba qarTul realiaSic (gavixsenoT 

baraleTis svetisa da sxva qvasvetebis mdebareoba), aseve sakralur 

topografiasa da wmindanis zemoT xsenebul epiTetSi (mTis veSagi 

mcveli wyarosTavisa), romelic, SesaZloa, veSapis mier dasacav adg

ilze da mis samyofelze  migvaniSnebdes2.

Cveni dakvirvebis mixedviT, qarTul tradiciaSi menhirebi (sxva 

tra di ci ebisgan gansxvavebiT, romlebSic isini calcalke figurire

ben, Sesabamisad, kromlexebisa da menhirebis saxiT) orive principiT 

_ dedruliTa da mamruliT _ erTad arian warmodgenili.

amgvarad, qarTul tradiciaSi megaliTuri Zeglebi, romlebic 

veSapis saxeliT arian cnobili, konsekrirebulni arian maTSi ze 

bunebrivis damswreobiT. warmoadgenen ra Teofanias, isini mianiSne

ben sakraluri `centris~ (terminis eliadeseuli gagebiT) erTerT

nairsaxeobaze. profanul sivrceSi Casmuli zebunebrivi sivr cis 

re alobis `hierofanizacia~ uSualod miiRweva TavlsaCino simbo

liz miT, romelsac TviTon qvis forma avlens (erTi mxriv, cis gan

mgebeli, meore mxriv, misi qTonuri mowinaaRmdege) da romelic mas 

kosmosuri energiis centrad aqcevs.

sxvadasxva tradiciaSi, amgvar  qvebs, Cveulebriv, gardacvlil wina

parTa TayvaniscemasTan akavSireben. qarTul tradiciaSi pirdapi ri 

da aSkara miniSneba ar aris gardacvlilTa sulebis kavSirze aRniS

2 sayovelTaod cnobilia, rom ama Tu im RvTaebisa Tu wmindanis TayvaniscemaSi Zalian 

didi mniSvneloba hqonda mis epiTets. Tayvans scemdnen RvTebas (qristianul doneze 

wmindans), romelic, Cveulebriv, gansazRvruli iyo romelime epiTetiT (aRweriTi, ge

ografiuli, misi  raime aspeqtis gamomxatveli), rac, Tavis mxriv, imis  maCvenebeli iyo 

Tu ra TxovniT  unda miemarTaT Tayvanismcemlebs zebunebrivi arsebisaTvis, da, aseve, 

risi miReba SeeZloT misgan. RvTaebis (wmindanis) aqcentirebuli epiTeti aseve mianiS

nebda mis adgilsamyofelze  [ix. abakelia 1991:10; 96115]
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nul sakralur qvebTan, magram micvalebulebisTvis gankuTvnili 

tradiciuli Sesawiravebi, ZRveni (rZe, karaqi, zeTi, erbo) da maTTan 

dakavSirebuli ritualebi am kavSiris arsebobas savaraudos xdis.

garda amisa, sakraluri qvebis mravalferovneba dasturdeba  qa

rTul tradiciaSi. mag., Cadenili incestis gamo qalvaJis Caqvavebis 

adgilas qvis nayari (romelTanac midiodnen nayofirebis misaRebad 

da romelsac `incesturi qvis nayari~ SeiZleba vuwodoT),  rwmena

warmodgenebi gaqvavebul qalebze (romelTac uxmoben sxvadasxva 

miznebisTvis), legendebi qvidan Sobis Sesaxeb (es ukanaskneli dacu

lia adgilobriv qristianul legendebSi). yvelaferi es gvafiqre

binebs, rom gardacvlili winaprebi, romlebic, adgilobrivi rwme

nawarmodgenebiT, cocxal naTesavebs aniWeben nayofierebasa da 

ke TildReobas, maTTan (sakralur qvebTan) asociirdebodnen.

yvelaze saintereso ki is aris, rom winareqristianuli megali

Turi Zeglebi meoradad gamoiyenebodnen qristianul garemoSi. amis 

TvalsaCino ilustraciaa menhirebi, romelTac Tavze qristianuli 

jvrebi aqvT morgebuli. ̀ meoradi moxmarebisTvis~ vargisi sakraluri 

qvebi xSirad miviwyebulia yvelas mier da maT pouloben tyeebSi  da 

sxva adgilebSi. magram maTi moxmareba ar aris nebismieri. amisaTvis 

saWiro iyo ramenairi niSani, romelic xSirad vlindeboda sizmrebis 

meSveobiT (rac sakmaod gavrcelebuli faqtia religiebis istoriaSi).

winamdebare naSromSi eTnografiuli savele masala, romelic 

Sekrebilia 1980, 1987 wlebSi, moyvanilia imis sailustraciod, Tu 

ro gor daabruna sofelma mitovebuli da miviwyebuli megaliTuri 

sveti, Seswira Sesawiravi da daukavSira qristianul dResaswauls _  

amaRlebas, raTa Tavidan aecilebina gvalva da, Sesabamisad, mousav

lianoba; Tu rogor daamagres mis wverze liTonis jvari da rogor 

dawesda axali Tayvaniscema sofelSi, romelic gulisxmobda yovel 

amaRleba dRes sasoflo Sesawiravs xaris saxiT [abakelia 1980:1987].

 zemoTqmulis gaTvaliswinebiT, SeiZleba davaskvnaT, rom saqme 

gvaqvs ritualis cvlasTan, romelmac gamoiwvia sakraluri qvis mniS

vnelobis Secvla da misi gadaqceva rZisa da nayofierebis momcemi 

qvidan macxovris qvad.

sainteresoa orgvari msxverplSewirvis forma: erT SemTxveva Si 

Savi qaTami, rZe, erbo, Tafli nayofierebis miRebis mizniT, rome

lic migvaniSnebs kultis qTonur aspeqtze, xolo meore mxriv, xaris 

Sewirva mimarTuli zecisken, romelic miznad isaxavda sasurveli 

amindis gamowvevas. simboloTa amgvari ganawileba (samsxverplo 

cxo velis tyavis gadafena menhirze, Sdr. Sewiruli cxovelis tyavis 

dakidebas xeze [abakelia 1991]) menhirs  samyaros ReZTan aigivebs da, 

Sesabamisad, sikvdilsicocxlis kosmosur ciklSi rTavs.

wyaros Tavi, wyalsacavi, mdinare da sxva e.w. `liminaluri zonaa~, 
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samyaros centria3 (miTologiuri da ara geometriuli Tvalsaz

risiT), romelic, Cveni azriT, kosmosuri brZolis adgilad SeiZle

ba CiTvalos. am adgilebSi aRmarTuli aRniSnuli brZolis amsax

veli simbolo qvis veSapis saxiT, romelzec xari (amindis RvTebis 

erTerTi gavrcelebuli gamovlineba) aris  gamosaxuli.

zogadad, kosmologiis sxvadasxva sistemaSi moqceulma qvebma, Se

saZloa, ganicadon modificireba. qarTuli sinamdvilisTvis es iyo 

SedarebiT advili, radgan adreqristianuli periodidan moyole

buli, qristianuli svetebi (romlebsac eqspertebi aTariReben  VI, VII, 

XIX saukuneebiT) Zalze popularuli iyo da aRimarTeboda saloca

vad da SesawiravebisaTvis [CubinaSvili 1972; maCabeli 1998, 2008; ja

vaxiSvili 1998]. sailustraciod ramdenime SemorCenili vedrebis  

teqstis moyvana SeiZleba gadarCenili kvarcxlbekidan:

`me, TaTvaraz, aRumarTe ese juari saxelisaiTa, SewevniTa iesu 

qristesi...~ `wyalobiTa RmrTisaÁTa, me abazaman, ese juari aRumarTe 

salocavad Cemda da colisa da SvilTaTvis~.

`SewevniTa qristesaÁTa braZanebiTa RmrTiv daculisa mamflisa 

arSuSa patrikiosisa aRvmarTe patiosani jvari wmindisa RmrTismSob

lisa saxelsa, salocavad CemTa da ZmaTa CemTa~ [maCabeli 2008:5].

cnobilia, rom qvajvarTa aRmarTvis tradicia Zvel warmarTul 

ker pTa adgilebze wminda ninos aRmarTuli pirveli xis jvrebidan 

momdinareobs (gavixsenoT, rom qarTlis pirveli qristiani mefis 

mirianis mier mcxeTaSi xis monumenturi jvris aRmarTvas mohyva 

`patiosan jvarTa~ aRmarTva TxoTis mTaze, daba bodbesa da ujarma

Si) jvrebi qarTlis mraval mTaze aRimarTa. droTa ganmavlobaSi 

xis jvrebs qvis jvrebi Seenacvla.  cnobilia, rom pirvel xanebSi  am 

qvis jvrebTan warmoebda RvTismsaxureba da fiqroben, rom ase unda 

gavrcelebuliyo qarTlSi qvajvrebi [maCabeli 2008:525].

rogorc xelovnebis istorikosebi fiqroben, or mezobel qveya

naSi analogiuri Zeglebi  saerTo kulturulistoriuli da reli

giuri pirobebis zemoqmedebiT unda Seqmniliyo. magram orivegan es 

sakulto Zeglebi Tavisi gzebiT ganviTarda da SemdgomSic  isini saxe

cvlilni  gadadian sxva sferoSi; saqarTveloSi adreqristianuli 

qvajvrebis memkvidreebad mooqruli vercxlis firfitebiT moWedili 

sakurTxevliswina monumenturi xis jvrebi gvevlineba (svaneTis ekle

siebSi Semonaxuli), somxeTSi ki _ qvis ornamentuli xaCkarebi.

qristianobaze moqcevam sabolood daangria mTeli primitiuli 

religiuri sistema, romelSic nayofierebis ceremonia CaiZira da 

romelmac  gamoiwvia sinkretizmi simbolosa da TayvaniscemaSi.

3 samyaros centri sazRurblo sivrcea, ramdenadac sxvadasxva sauflos gadakveTis ad

gili (zogjer gzajvarediniT warmodgenili) qmnis sakralur centrs.



89

megaliTuri Zeglebi qarTul miToritualur sistemaSi ...

kadmosi  2.2010

damowmebani

abakelia 1987: nino abakelia. kosmologiuri simboloebi  dasavleT saqa

rTveloSi. masalebi saqarTveloseTnografiisaTvis. 23, Tb., 1987.

abakelia 1987a:  1987 wlis samcxejavaxeTis eTnografiuli eqspediciis 

dRiuri. rv. # a, 1987 (inaxeba avtorTan).

abakelia 1991: Н. Абакелия. Миф и ритуал в Западной Грузии, Тб., 1991.
abakelia 1997: nino abakelia, simbolo da rituali qarTul kulturaSi, 

Tb., 1997.

vaCeiSvili 2003: nikoloz vaCeiSvili. `urCxuli~ sofel rexidan, sa qa r

Tvelos siZveleni, 45, Tb., 2003.

zingeri 1996: Utamar Zinger.The huwaši of the Storm-God in Hattuša. Tűrk Tarih Ku-
rumu  Yayinlari 9. Dizi – Ea-9. TűrkKongresi, Ankara, 1981.I Cilt. Ankara. 1986.

makalaTia 1938: sergi makalaTia, mesxeTjavaxeTi, Tb., 1938.

mari da smirnovi 1931: Н.Я. Марр, Я. И. Смирнов. Вишапы. Трудыгос.Академии
историиматериальнойкультуры т. 1. Л., 1931.

maCabeli 1998: kiti maCabeli, qarTuli qvajvarebi. Tb., 1998.

maCabeli 2008: kiti maCabeli. adreuli Suasaukuneebis qarTuli qvajva

rebi, Tb., 2008.

meliqsedbekovi 1947: Л.М. Меликсед-Беков. Вишапы и вишапоиды Грузии. 
КСИИМК 15. М-Л., 1947.

meSCaninovi 1925: И.И. Мещанинов. Каменные статуи рыб-вишапы на Кавказе и в 
Северной Монголии. ЗКВ. Т.1.Л., 1925.

mixankova 1931: В.А. Миханкова. Вишапы. Сообщения ГАИМК. Л., 1931.
oCiauri  1988: aleqsi oCiauri. qarTuli xalxuri dReobebis kalendari, 

Tb., 1988.
piotrovski 1939: Б.Б. Пиотровский. Вишапы.Л., 1939.
sixaruliZe 1972: А.Н. Сихарулидзе. К вопросу о значении изображения бы ка 

на триалетских вешапах и вешапоидах. Кавказскийэтнографическийсборник. 
4. Тб., 1972.

Rafanciani 1952: Гр. Капанцян. О каменных стелах на горах Армении. Ер., 1952.
Ciqovani 1949: mixeil  Ciqovani. veSapTmebrZoli gmiri da wminda mxedari.  

puSkinis sax. pedagogiuri institutis Sromebi. t. 7. Tb., 1949.

CubinaSvili 1972: Н.Г. Чубинашвили. Хандиси. Тб., 1972.



90

Megalithic Monuments in Georgian Mythic-ritual  
System (Syncretism in the Symbol)

Nino Abakelia

The focus of the paper is one of the most important elements of archaic anthropology 
menhirs in Georgian mythic-ritual system.

The 20th century scholars (N.Marr, N. Smirnoff, B. Piotrovskij, etc.) had paid 
corresponding attention to them and made several conclusions. They fixed these 
monuments and defined them as water monsters -“whales” (veshapi/vishapi).

Gathered ethnographic data on the above mentioned monuments revealed new 
facts and respectively provided a new basis for new considerations in the region of 
their occurrences. The most important among them probably was that they had been 
used and functioning on the new religious level.

The new context and functions are considered and analyzed of these strange 
artifacts and an attempt is made to show how active they might be really in the 
entourage of folk beliefs.

According to our observations, in Georgian tradition symbols of both male and 
female principles are presented in menhirs as against other cultures where female 
and male principles (elements) are represented separately by cromlechs and menhirs, 
respectively. Similarly in the other cultures sky gods inhabit usually in menhirs. In 
Georgian reality as compared to other cultures both sky god (or weather god) together 
with its chthonian antagonist (enemy) are represented together. In folk beliefs, on the 
Christian level they are turned into Saint George and its chthonic contestant. And this 
change is detected by the author in the epithet of St. George.

Thus in Georgian tradition, megalithic stones called Veshapi are consecrated by 
the presence of supernatural in them and various symbolic signs. Being the theophany 
it points to the variety of the “center”.

 In different countries such stones are meaningful so far as the souls of their dead 
ancestors are associated with them, as well.  In Georgian tradition there is not a direct 
indication (reference) to the souls of the dead and their association with the sacred 
stones are not so clear but the special gifts and offerings (oil, butter, grease), which are 
considered to be the most preferred offerings for the dead ancestors betray their close 
connections. Besides, various types of sacred stones are attested in Georgian tradition 
e.g. incest stone piles, beliefs on petrified women (who are invoked for different 
purposes), beliefs about birth from stones (the latter are preserved in Georgian 
Christian legends). All that make us think that the souls of the dead ancestors, who 
were thought to provide their living relatives with fecundity, were to be associated 
with them.
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It is fascinated that, the clearly pre-Christian megalithic stones were used for the 
second time (were of secondary use) in the Christian setting (environment). Clear 
examples of these are menhirs on the top of which Christian crosses were fitted (put 
on). The sacred stones of secondary use were very often found lying in deep grass or 
abandoned in the forest forgotten by everybody. However, their reuse is not arbitrary 
(voluntary). For that reason they needed some kind of sign or epiphany, which very 
often used to be revealed by dreams (which is usual fact in the history of religions). In 
the present paper the ethnographic field data gathered by the author has been brought 
for the purpose to illustrate how the sacred megalithic stone abandoned in the woods 
was returned to the village and erected on one of the greatest Christian festivals that of 
Ascension in order to avert drought. How the cross was inserted on top of it and how 
the custom of new worship was founded by the villagers (the establishment of annual 
bull sacrifice by the whole village on the day of Ascension, etc.).

Taking into consideration everything above said we can conclude that we have to 
do with the ritual change, which caused the change in the meaning of the sacred stone 
which first turned from the milk and fecundity stone into the rain stone and then into 
the stone of the Savior.

Generally speaking stones can be modified in the different systems of cosmology. 
But Georgian case was simpler for starting from the early Christian period early-
Christian stone pillars were very popular and wide spread which were erected for 
the purpose of prayer and sacrifices (these stones are dated by the experts by 6-7-9 
centuries). 

Conversion to Christianity ruined and destroyed at last the whole primitive system 
in which primitive ceremony of  fecundity was sunk, that caused the emergence of 
syncretism in the symbol and worship.

Key words: menhirs, symbol, worship, early-Christian stone pillars, syncretism.


