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(saqalaqo sivrce, dro da geografia)

guram yifiani

uZvelesi qarTuli saistorio wyaros, `moqcevaÁ qarTlisaÁs~, no­

menklaturisaTvis ucnobia mcxeTa Txrobis dasawyis safexurze, anu 

aleqsandre makedonelis qarTlSi legendaruli laSqrobis amsaxve­

li mokle nawilisaTvis [kakabaZe 1928:1 da Smd.; meliqseT-bekovi 19371: 

525 da Smd.; meliqseT-bekovi 19372: 56 da Smd.]

`pirvel, odes aleqsandre mefeman naTesavni igi loTis Svilni 

wariqcina da SeÃadna igini kedarsa mas queyanasa, ixilna naTesavni 

sastikni bun-Turqni, _ msxdomareni mdinaresa zeda mtkuarsa, mixue­

viT, oTx qalaqad, da dabnebi maTi: sarkine qalaqi, kaspi, urbnisi da 

oZraÃe, da cixeni maTni: cixÀ didi sarkinisanÁ, ufliscixÀ kaspisa, 

urbnisisa da oZraÃisaÁ~ [moqcevaÁ 1963:81].

e. i. `moqcevaÁs~ mixedviT, aleqsandre makedoneli, an am saxeliT 

gadafaruli romeliRac elinizebuli laSqrobis winamZRoli qa­

rTlSi ver xedavs mcxeTas. igi maSinac ki ar Cans, roca igive `aleqsan­

dre makedoneli~, an kvlav am saxeliT gadafaruli sxva elinizebuli 

sardali kvlav Semodis qarTlSi `Semdgomad raodenisame Jamisa~ da 

TerTmetTviani alyis Semdgom ipyrobs sarkines.

es saistorio wyaro (`moqcevaÁ qarTlisaÁ~), mcxeTis aRmSeneblo­

bis dasawyiss mxolod qarTlis VIII mefes, bratmans miaweres (leon­

ti mrovelis mixedviT, bratmani qarTlis VII mefea, radgan azos igi 

mxolod erisTavad miiCnevs _ `da dauteva qarTls erisTavad azon~ 

_ (leonti mroveli 1955:18). qarTlis Semdgomma mefem _ mireanma _ 

`aRaSena mcxeTaÁ qalaqi~. momdevno mefis, arsukis yuradReba sxvaga­

naa mimarTuli: ̀ da mefobda arsuk, romelman kaspi Seipyra da uflis­

cixe ganago~ _ mcxeTeli mefe ipyrobs kaspeli mefis miwa-wyals [ber­

ZeniSvili 1975:336-337], da mxolod qarTlis XI mefis, rokis dros 

dasrulda qalaq mcxeTis mSenebloba _ `da mefobda rok, romelman 

raÁÁTurTiT mcxeTa gaiSora da mefoba orad gaiyo, orni mefeni 

dasxdes imier da amier~ [moqcevaÁ 1963:82].

manamde ki _ `da Tana-hyvanda aleqsandre mefesa azoÁ, ZÀ arian 

qarTlisa mefisaÁ da miuboZa mcxeTaÁ sajdomad da sazRvari daudva 

mas hereTi da egris wyali da somxiTi da mTa crolisa[Á] da warvida. 
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xolo ese azo ...dajda Zuel mcxeTas, da Tanayvandes kerpni RmrTad 

_ gaci da gaim~ [moqcevaÁ 1963:81]. `raÁTurTiT~ _ anu mTlianad daam­

Tavra mcxeTis aRmSenebloba rokma _ `raÁTurTi~ dasrulebas niSnavs 

[sarjvelaZe 1995:169].

e. i. gaci da gaim aRimarTnen ̀ Zvel mcxeTa~-Si. ̀ Zveli mcxeTa~ ki bune­

brivad gulisxmobs `axal mcxeTasac~, anu `moqcevaÁs~avtorisaTvis 

Tavdapirveli taxti `axali mcxeTis~ winamorbedi sataxtoa.

is, azos mier aRmarTul kerpTa arealSi (armazcixeze) qalaqi rom 

Seiqmna, amas qarTvelTa ganmanaTlebeli, wmida ninoc gvauwyebs: `war­

moved wina kerZo dasasrulsa mis kldisasa, sada Zuel qalaq yofil 

iyo, da mas adgils yofil ars cixÀ~ [moqcevaÁ 1963:122]. `qalaqi yofil 

iyo~, mxolod naqalaqaria, e. i. aq dasaxleba IV s-is pirveli meoTxe­

disaTvis aRar iyo, magram mas SerCenili hqonda safortifikacio 

dominantis funqcia _ `mas adgilsa yofil ars cixÀ~. 

`da Semdgom misa dadga farnavaz. aman aRmarTa kerpi didi cxÂrsa 

zeda da dasva misi saxeli armazi, da moqmna zRude wyliT kerZo da 

hrqÂan armaz~ [moqcevaÁ 1963:82]. e. i. farnavazma aRmarTa kerpi imave 

saxelwodebisa, riTac misive mefuri da RvTaebrivi buneba, anu uzena­

esoba aRiniSneboda. `farnavazi~ Teoforuli terminis Semcveli 

saxelia: misi fuZe xvarna _ farna = mze, caSi molivlive frTosani mze, 

romelic Semdgom samefo religiis simbolod iqca, anu igive ahura 

mazdas kanonikur gamosaxulebad, `armazi~ ki, igive Ahuramazda-a, sa­

Sualo sparsuliT Ohrmazd, anu qarTuli armaz, somxuri `aramazdi~, 

axali sparsuliT Hormuz, da a. S. [CxeiZe 1984:21; javaxiSvili 1951:33 

da Smd; lukonini 1987:85-86]. teritorias armazi ewoda, e. i. Zvel 

mcxeTas, romelic gviandeli aRniSvnaa am mTis kalTebisa da mxolod 

teqnikuri terminia igi `moqcevaÁs~ avtorisaTvis, radgan farnavazis 

moRvaweobamde ra erqva am mTas, man ar icis.

`moqcevaÁs~ monacemebi mcxeTis mimarT sulac ar esadageba leonti 

mrovelis `Txzulebas~. man xom realurad arsebuli punqtidan, anu am 

SemTxvevaSi mcxeTidan eTnarqic Seqmna _ mcxeTosi. leonti mrovlis 

`Txzuleba~ `moqcevaÁsagan~ gansxvavebiT, romelic bratman mefemde 

saerTod ver xedavs mcxeTas (iseve, rogorc ucxoeli avtorebi ver xe­

daven mas II s-mde), mas dasawyisidanve aniWebs dedaqalaqis rols, rac 

gasagebi survilia istorikosisa _ mas surs dedaqalaqi Tavidanve Car­

Tos istoriul konteqstSi da, aseTi mcdelobis miuxedavad, missave 

nawarmoebSi, Tumca daukonkretebel droSi, armazcixis adreuloba 

mcxeTasTan SedarebiT mainc gamosWvivis [afaqiZe 1959:76-80].

`qarTlos movida pirvelad adgilsa mas, sada SeerTvis aragÂ-mt­

kvarsa, da ganvida mTasa mas zeda, romelsa ewodebis armazi. da pir­

velad Seqmna simagreni mas zeda, da iSena mun zeda saxli... mokuda qa­
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rTlsa da dafles igi Tavsa zeda qarTlisasa, romelsa aw ewodebis 

armazi. da Semdgomad amisa colman misman aRaSena dedacixe~. Semdeg 

ki: `xolo mcxeTos, romeli ugmire iyo ZmaTa misTa, ise darCa say­

ofelTa mamisa maTisa qarTlosisaTa, romels aw hqÂan armazi. da 

manve aRaSena qalaqi Sesakrebelsa Soris mtkurisa da aragÂsasa da 

uwoda saxeli TÂsi mcxeTa~ [leonti mroveli 1955:8].

Zneli araa davinaxoT, rom leonti mrovelma mcxeTis garemos 

Camoyalibebisas `moqcevaÁ~-seuli modeliT ixelmZRvanela armazci­

xis mimarT da misi Seqmnis Tanmimdevroba mis mierve SeTxzul eTnar­

qebsa da maTi ojaxis wevrebze gadaanawila.

ucxoel avtorTagan mcxeTis, rogorc qalaqis Canasaxis xseneba 

plinius ufrosTan gvxvdeba (I s.), mcxeTa misTvis jer mxolod mesx­

Ta dasaxlebaa _ `Moschorum Tractus~ (Plin. NH. 1,37, V _ 1-6) [muraviovi 

1988:156-161]. xolo ptolemaiosisaTvis (II s.) mcxeTa (Mestlhta) ukve 

qalaqia (mcxeTis warmoSobis gviandeli TariRis Sesaxeb ix. kakabaZe 

1928; meliqseT-begi 1965; ix. agreTve mosazrebani `Zveli mcxeTis~ lo­

kalizaciis Sesaxeb [boxoCaZe 1078:23-25]).

yuradRebas iqcevs is garemoeba, rom qarTul saistorio wyaroe­

bSi armazcixisa da mcxeTis geografiuli gansazRvrebani adreuli 

punqtidan, anu armazidanaa (armazcixidan) mocemuli, radgan mcxeTa 

`imieria~, armazcixe ki `amieri~ qalaqi, da kidev erTi ram: e. w. `orme­

fobis~ dros upiratesi qalaqi mcxeTaa, `imieri~ qalaqi, radgan ufro­

si mefe swored iq zis: `da mefobda imier farsman (mcxeTaSi _ g. y.) da 

amier kaoz~ da a. S. [moqcevaÁ 1963:82].

im mraval faqtors Soris, romelic urbanuli sistemis warmoqm­

nas ganapirobebs, ori ZiriTadi geografiuli msazRvreli gamoiyofa: 

bunebrivi dominanti _ maRlobi, saidanac kontroldeba teritoria, 

da amdenad iqmneba am qalaqis `qveyana~ _ mas daqvemdebarebuli `qve~ mi­

wa, da bunebrivi sanitaruli garemo, mdinareTa xerTvisSi, mdinaris 

mier Seqmnil `ubeebSi~, an zRvaSi SeWrili naxevarkunZulebis saxiT, sa­

dac saqalaqo farTobis ori kide mainc, wyliT `irecxeba~ [vitruviusi 
1936, I IV, 1; I, IV, 12;) [marteni 1974:30 da Smd.] bunebriv sanitariul gare­

mos rom upiratesobas aniWebdnen qarTlSi, anu xerTvisSi SeWril na­

xevarkunZulze ganfenil mcxeTas, armazcixesTan SedarebiT, iqidanac 

Cans, rom ufrosi mefis sataxto swored is gaxda.

ucnauri suraTi gamodis, davuSvaT, rom mcxeTis aRmSeneblobas 

marTlac mxolod I s-Si Caeyara safuZveli da II s-Si igi qalaqad iqca, 

magram maSin sruliad gaugebaria saukuneTa manZilze armazcixeze 

dafuZnebul mefeTa sruli umoqmedoba am naxevarkunZulis mimarT. 

gavixsenoT isic, rom mcxeTas verc straboni xedavs, anu araferi 

icis mis Sesaxeb misma wyaroebma, ara da, maT Soris pompeusis qarTl­
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Si laSqrobis monawileebic arian, mag., posidoniosi [yauxCiSvili 

1957:12-13].

e. i. `moqcevaÁsa~ da, nawilobriv, romael avtorTa mixedviT ise 

Cans, rom qalaq armazis (armazcixis) mosaxleoba Camodis barSi da 

aarsebs axal qalaqs da, radgan igi mcxeTaa, am mosaxleobis pirvel­

sacxovrisad `Zveli mcxeTa~, anu armazcixea moazrebuli. magram, 

ratom dasWirda amdeni xani am mosaxleobis Zirs Camosvlas, Tu 

xerTvisi, anu Seudarebeli garemo saqalaqo sivrcisTvis Tavidanve 

arsebobda.

mdinareebis _ mtkvrisa da aragvis xerTvisTan rTuli geografi­

uli garemo iqmneba. dasavleTidan momdinare mtkvari elifsurad 

Semoswers mTa-qarTlis (armazcixis) kideebs da gzas agrZelebs jer 

samxreTisaken da Semdgom _ samxreT-aRmosavleTisaken. iq, sadac igi 

elifsur moyvanilobas qmnis, mas CrdiloeTidan momdinare aragvi 

uerTdeba gantotebis farTo qseliT. maTi SeuRlebis areSi, Crdilo-

dasavleTidan SemoWrilia samkuTxa naxevarkunZuli _ mcxeTis saqa­

laqo teritoria, xolo dasavleTidan `mTa-qarTli~ Tavisi `cxviriT~ 

(`cxvÁri~ qarTuli geografiuli terminia _ `ser-seri Camozeuli 

[sulxan-saba orbeliani 1966: 348]), anu armazcixiT (tab. I, II). amdenad 

mcxeTis naxevarkunZulis samxreT napirs mtkvari akonkretebs, xolo 

aRmosavleTisas _ aragvi (Sdr. mag., elinisturi qalaqis ai-xanumis 

saqalaqo sivrces, romelic mdinareebis amu-dariisa da kokCas xerT­

visSia SeWrili [lauteri 1986: sur. 79]).

samxedro moqmedebebis Txrobisas geografiuli garemo gacile­

biT ukeT aRiqmeba, vidre zogadi aRwerilobisas. yvela samxedro mo­

qmedeba garemos monawileobiT mimdinareobs, anu `geografia~ uSua­

lo monawilea saomari operaciebisa.

am mxriv fasdaudebelia dion kasiosis cnobebi saqarTvelos Sesa­

xeb da, kerZod, pompeusis aq laSqrobis istoria [lomouri 1966: 5 da 

Smd.]. am dros Zv. w. 66-65 ww-Si qarTlSi (iberiaSi) artoke (igive artagi) 

mefobda [meliqiSvili 1959: 14; ingoroyva 1978: 510]. am istoriaSi kar­

gad Cans romauli mxedrobis uzarmazari upiratesoba adgilobrivi 

samefoebis samxedro ZalasTan SedarebiT.

pompeusma Zalian swrafad da moulodnelad aiRo artokes mTa­

vari qalaqi _ AkropoliV, rac mxolod armazcixe SeiZleboda yofi­

liyo, anu strabonis `Armozikh~, pliniusis Harmastis, ptolemaiosis 

’Armaktika (Strabo XI, 35; Plin., NH, VI, 23; Cl. Ptol., Geogr. V, 10,3). imis Ses­

axeb ki, Tu romeli gziT moadga pompeusi armazcixes ugrZneulod, 

azrTa sxvadasxvaobaa. pompeusis iberiaSi Semosvlis marSruts sa­

gangebod Seexo prof. n. lomouri, ufro adre ki prof. i. manandian­

ma gamoTqva azri, rom man dRevandeli axalqalaqis r-nSi daizamTra, 
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kerZod, aspSi (aspida), TviT dion kasiosze dayrdnobiT (XXXVII, VII, V) 

_ `es zamTaric aspisSi gaatara~, es punqti ki man gaaigiva Tanamedrove 

sof. xospiasTan (wundis maxloblad). i. manandianis azriT, `aspida~ 

`kaspiss~ (KασpiV) Tavnakluli formaa. es dasaxleba IV saukunis ru­

kaze `Tabula Peuntingeriana~-ze `Caspiae~-s formiTaa aRniSnuli da namd­

vilad waagavs `xospia~-s. amave dros i. manandians miaCnia, rom aqedan 

pompeusi mtkvris dinebas dahyva [manandiani 1939: 73-74, 80-81 da Smd.], 

e. i. aqedan dRevandeli awyurisaken da a.S.

is, rom pompeusi sadRac marTlac samxreTSi idga iberiis sazRvar­

Tan, me savsebiT damajereblad mimaCnia, magram amave dros viziareb 

n. lomouris im azrs, rom mtkvris dinebis gayolebiT romaelebis 

moZraoba SeumCneveli ver darCeboda artokes, radgan am gzaze maT 

mravali qarTuli qalaqi unda aeRoT, raTa armazcixemde misuli­

yvnen. rCeba TiTqosda kidev erTi gza, mtkvris dinebis sawinaaRmdego 

mimarTuleba da asec miiCnevs pompeusis svlas n. lomouri, radgan igi 

mis sazamTro banaks siriaSi varaudobs. mas saerTodac SeuZleblad 

miaCnia im azris daSveba, rom pompeusma samcxeSi daizamTra, radgan 

dion kasiosis moTxrobidan Cans, rom pompeusis banaks albanelebi 

dasxmian Tavs imis SiSiT, rom romaelebi TviT ar SeWriliyvnen al­

baneTSi [dion kasiusi: XXXVII, 54]. n. lomouris azriT ki, albanelebi 

romaelebs rom dasxmodnen Tavs, dRevandeli samcxis teritoriaze, 

maT didi manZilis gavla mouwevdaT da isedac am regionSi dabanake­

buli pompeusi maTi qveynisaTvis saSiSi ar unda yofiliyo. misi az­

riT, am dros (kerZod, ki Zv. w. 65/64 ww.) pompeusi sadRac albaneTis 

mosazRvred, mdinare mtkvris napiras unda mdgariyo [lomouri 1968: 

96-97]. unda aRvniSnoT, rom albaneTis sazRvrebidan samcxemde didi 

manZili araa. armiebi am periodSi energiulad moqmedeben gacile­

biT did gadasarbenebze, rad Rirs Tundac TviT dion kasiosis cnoba 

amis sailustraciod: `artokesTan dadebuli zavis Semdeg... rodesac 

pompeusma  gaigo, fazisi ar aris Sors, da gadawyvita mis gayolebiT 

kolxeTSi Casuliyo~ [dion kasiusi: XXXVII, 3, 1], e. i. mcxeTis sanaxe­

bidanac fazisi da kolxeTi Sors araa samarSo teqnologiisaTvis, 

Tanac, roca romaeli didad iyo daSorebuli Tavis sabaziso ares, 

albaneli ki arc imdenad Tavis zurgs, rom samcxemde misvla gas­

Wirveboda, miT umetes, rom, rogorc dion kasiosis moTxrobidan 

Cans, isini sulac ar apirebdnen romaelebTan generaluri brZolis 

gamarTvas. isini maT rigebSi mxolod panikis Seqmnas izraxavdnen 

partizanuli Tavdasxmebis meSveobiT.

pompeusi Tu marTlac am regionSi iyo dabanakebuli, yvela safuZve­

li gvaqvs vifiqroT, rom es dRevandeli aspinZis midamoebia. aspinZa 

strategiul punqtadac absoluturad misaRebi unda yofiliyo pom­
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peusisaTvis, anu vgulisxmobT mis samxedro banaks albaneTs, iberia­

sa da kolxeTs Soris. amdenad, samcxe swored is regionia, saidanac 

umoklesi gzebi miemarTeba yvela misi mowinaaRmdege qveynisaken. yvela 

es mxare man cxvirwin `daiyena~ da dasavleTisaken (pontosaken) ukan­

daxevis SesaZleblobac gaiTvaliswina yoveli SemTxvevisaTvis (tab. 

III). am TvalsazrisiT, aspinZis `qveyanas~ alternativa ara aqvs da erT-

erTi gziT, swored aspinZasTan rom Camodis, isargebla kidevac pom­

peusma sruli ueWvelobiT kolxeTidan ukan dabrunebisas [manandiani 

1939:78; lomouri 1966:110]. es mimarTuleba (samcxidan _ kolxeTi da 

ukan) miTridate evpatorisaTvisac ivaraudeba, roca igi kolxeTisa­

ken gaemarTa [gamyreliZe 1989:64].

gza ki, romliTac qarTlSi Semodis pompeusi, sruliad sxva gzaa, 

igi arc mtkvris dinebas gahyolia da arc aRma ahyolia mas.

`ase moqmedebda maSin igi, xolo momdevno wels, lucius, kotasa 

da lucius torkvatusis konsulobaSi mas omi mouxda iberebTanac. 

maTTan yovelgvari molodinis gareSe ufro adre mouxda Sebma [2] 

maT mefes artokes... eSinoda, rom [pompeusi] maT winaaRmdeg wavido­

da; amitom man gaugzavna elCebi megobrobis [winadadebiT, TviTon _ 

ki] emzadeboda, raTa [mSvidobaSi] darwmunebuls moulodnelad Tavs 

dasxmoda, [3] magram pompeusma gaigo amis Sesaxeb da pirveli SeiWra 

mis qveyanaSi, manam is SeZlebda momzadebas da metad Znelgasavleli 

viwroebis dakavebas~ [dion kasiusi: XXXVII,1(1)].

jer erTi, artokem icis, sad dgas pompeusi, radgan elCebs ugzavnis 

mas. Tu dion kasiosi marTalia da marTlac mzakvrobs artoke da Tvi­

Ton apirebs Tavdasxmas, radgan SiSobs, rom romaelebi ar SeiWrnen 

mis qveyanaSi (aseTive SiSia aRwerili dion kasiosis mier albanTa me­

fisa, da igi dasxmia kidevac Tavs pompeuss, Tumca uSedegod), maSin 

sad unda dasxmoda igi maT Tavs, sxva qveyanaSi xom vera? e. i. sadRac 

misi qveynis sazRvarTan an sadavo teritoriaze unda Sebmoda igi 

pompeuss. magram pompeusma daaswro, TviT SeiWra mis qveyanaSi, sanam 

artoke rames moimoqmedebda da daikava Znelgasavleli viwrobi, anu 

xeobebi.

Tu pompeusi mtkvars aRma auyveboda, igi gaSlili frontiT mi­

adgeboda armazcixes, magram aqedan daipyrobda Tu ara mas, es sru­

liad sxva sakiTxia.  `...[pompeusma] moaswro misvla qalaqamde, [dion 

kasiusi: XXXVII (3)] romelsac akropolisi ewodeboda, sanam artoke 

gaigebda mis moaxloebas~. mivaqcioT yuradReba gamoTqmas: `qalaqi... 

romelsac akropolisi ewodeboda~. dion kasioss aq `akropolisi~ 

qalaqis sakuTar saxelad aqvs mocemuli. SesaZloa, ase es molaSqre­

Ta mieraa aRqmuli, romelTac, cxadia misi warmoSobismieri saxe­

li `armazcixe~ ar ecodinebodaT. akropolisi aq `maRla qalaqis~ an 
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mTaze gaSenebuli qalaqis elementaruli aRqmaa, anu `Akro~ da `poliV~. 

igi aq konteqstis gareSea. igi araa sxva saqalaqo sivrcis dominanti 

_ safortifikacio, ideologiuri da a. S., anu `akropolisi~ isaa, ra­

sac `moqcevaÁ~ gvauwyebs: mTa qarTlis `cxvirze~ gaSenebuli qalaqi: 

`aman (farnavazma _ g. y.) aRmarTa kerpi didi cxÂ[r]sa zeda, da dasdva 

saxeli misi armazi. da moqmna zRude wyliT kerZo da hrqÂan armaz~ 

[moqcevaÁ 1963:82]. is azri ki, rom armazcixe rogorc akropolisi 

ekuTvnoda qalaq mcxeTas Zv. w. 65-64 ww-saTvis, arafriT ar Cans dion 

kasiosis Txrobis am nawilis mixedviT. [Sdr. afaqiZe 1959:76-80; afaq­

iZe 1963: 161; lomouri 1968:59-60; javaxiSvili 1951:304, da sxv.]

 `[qalaqi] (e. i. akropolisi _ g. y.) mdebareobda swored xeobis pi­

ras _ erTi mxridan ... gaWimuli iyo kavkasioni, aq [qalaqi] simagriT 

daculi iyo SemoWrisagan~. [dion kasiusi: XXXVII (4)] TviTonve am­

bobs dion kasiosi, rom mtkvris dinebis sawinaaRmdego mimarTule­

biT es qalaqi ar aRebula... absoluturad zust aRweras iZleva igi 

armazcixisas: anu akropolisi (armazcixe) mdebareobs xeobis pi­

ras. es xeoba ki mxolod karsnisxevia, sxva xeoba (xevi) aq araa. amas 

garda, erTi mxridan xom kavkasioni Canda, da esec savsebiT sworia 

_ armazcixis wveridan da misi zeda terasidan Crdilo-aRmosavle­

Tis mimarTulebiT swored kavkasionis qedi Cans da, rac mTavaria, 

am mxridan (Crdilo-aRmosavleTidan) qalaqi simagriT iyo daculi. 

amis Sesaxeb ki `moqcevaÁ~-m gvauwya. farnavazi xom upirvelesad am 

zolze simagris aRmarTviT iwyebs  armazcixis aRmSeneblobas: `moqmna 

zRude wyliT kerZo~ [moqcevaÁ 1963:82], anu md. mtkvris paralelurad, 

romelic Crdilo-aRmosavleTis mxridan akonkretebs armazcixes, 

aRmarTa TavdacviTi kedeli (ix. rekonstruqcia _ tab. IV).

maSasadame, Tu mtkvars aRma auyveboda pompeusi, maSin is Tavi­

suflad ki miadgeboda armazcixes da Tanac yovelgvari xeobis ga­

dalaxvis gareSe, magram gzas aq wyvets mdinare da farnavazis mier 

agebuli kedeli. am mxridan pompeusi SeumCnevladac ver miadgeboda 

armazcixes, radgan misi zeda terasebidan aRmosavleTis mimarTule­

ba kargad kontroldeba did manZilze da, Tu miadga kidevac, maSin 

aRma unda ahyoloda karsnisxevs, Tanac, ormagi sasimagro zolis 

paralelurad. pirveli (gare) zoli mefe arsokma Seqmna `qalaqsa 

zRudeni moaqmna~; momdevno mefem, arikma ki `Sida cixe aRaSena ar­

mazsa~ da, rac mTavaria, karsnisxevis paraleluri orive zRude ar­

qeologiuradac gamovlenilia [gamyreliZe 2005: 88-96] (ix. tab. V _  

VIII). am mimarTulebiT ki armazcixes veravin ver daipyrobda, raoden 

didi samxedro Zalis mflobelic unda yofiliyo armia.

erTaderTi gza arsebobda armazcixis moulodneli dapyrobisa­

Tvis _ esaa gza samcxidan armazcixisaken pirdapiri mimarTulebiT: 
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tabawyuri-sanTa _ manglisi-didgoris gavliT da pompeusic swored 

zemodan daadgeboda armazcixes da kavkasionsac mxolod maSin ixi­

lavdnen misi meomrebi; e. i. es erTaderTi gzaa, mravali xeobiTa da 

`Znelgasavali viwrobiT~ daserili, da misi srulfasovani kontro­

li imdroindel qarTls, SesaZloa, marTlac ver gaewia. ise Cans, rom 

pompeusi swored daucveli zurgidan miepara artokes. vfiqrob, ami­

tomac idga igi samcxeSi.

da Semdeg: `SeSinebul artokes sruliad ar hqonda dro, momzade­

buliyo brZolisaTvis: igi gavida mdinareze (md. mtkvari _ g. y.) da 

dawva xidi [5]. xolo simagris damcvelebi misi gaqcevisa da brZolaSi 

damarcxebis gamo danebdnen. pompeusma amdagvarad ... daipyro mdina­

ris gamoRma mdebare mTeli mxare~.

pompeusma mTeli gamoRma mxare mxolod mas Semdeg daipyro, rac 

armazcixe daimorCila. Tu igi mtkvris dinebas mohyveboda, gamoRma 

mxare manamde unda daepyro da, Tu dinebis sawinaaRmdegod midioda, 

maSinac armazcixemde mdinaris gamoRma mxare unda daepyro. man ki 

mTeli gamoRma mxare mxolod mas mere daimorCila, rac armazcixe 

aiRo da mxolod amis Semdeg gavida mtkvris marjvena sanapiroze. ase 

rom, aspidas samcxeSi vigulisxmebT Tu ara, pompeusi mainc armazci­

xeze zurgidan miparuli Cans (tab. X).

2 [1] `rodesac [pompeusi] ukve kirnosze gadasvlas apirebda, ar­

tokem gagzavna masTan [elCebi] zavis TxovniT da dahpirda nebayo­

flobiT xidis [aSenebas] da sursaTis miwodebas. [2] man (artokem _ n. 

l.) Seasrula orive, radgan surda damorCileboda, magram rodesac 

dainaxa, rom pompeusi mdinareze gadmovida, SeSinebuli gaiqca mdi­

nare pelorisaken, romelic agreTve mis samefoSi moedineboda~.

mravalmxriv saintereso cnobaa da bevri kiTxvis aRmZvrelic. 

TiTqosda dazavdnen pompeusi da artoke, raRac pirobebic daido 

maT Soris da Seasrula kidevac igi qarTlis mefem da amis Semdeg 

romaelebi TiTqos qveynis siRrmeSi aRar unda Sesuliyvnen. isini ki 

mainc iwyeben mdinareze gadasvlas, pirobis Tanaxmad, artokesave ga­

naxlebuli xidiT da amis Semdeg garbis mefe meore mdinarisaken, pe­

lorisaken (aragvi? iori?). garbis, magram mcxeTa _ qalaqi sadRaa? 

mtkvridan aragvamde xom swored mcxeTa unda iyos ganfenili. da 

Tu ganfenili iyo, maSin arc artoke unda gaqceuliyo erTi mdi­

naridan meorisken, radgan raRac imedi unda hqonoda qalaqis sasi­

magro sistemisa. aq ki, dion kasiosis mixedviT, qalaqi srulebiT ara 

Cans, arc igulisxmeba. is erTaderTi qalaqi ki, `akropolisi~, anu 

armazcixe ukve dakargulia artokesaTvis.

rac Seexeba cnobas artokes mier sxva mdinaris _ peloris gadalax­

vis Sesaxeb, `romelic agreTve mis samflobeloSi moedineboda~, mra­
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val eWvs badebs: mcxeTis dRevandeli geografiiT, md. mtkvarze gade­

buli xididan [kvezereli-kopaZe 1947:7 da Smd.] md. aragvamde sul 1,5km 

Tu iqneba da am gadasarbenis aRsaniSnavad ver gaCndeboda dion ka­

siosTan aseTi fraza, radgan igi udavo miTiTebaa qveyanaze, samflo­

beloze da qveynis masStabze [margiSvili 1991:14]. am gamoTqmas _ `ro­

melic agreTve mis samflobeloSi moedineboda~ _ yuradReba miaqcia 

mweralma levan goTuamac da amis gamo es `sxva mdinare~ iorad miiCnia 

[goTua 1971: 33-36], sayovelTaod damkvidrebuli im azris sawinaaRmde­

god, rom pelorSi md. aragvi igulisxmeba [meliqiSvili 1959: 329]. 

Tu davuSvebT, rom pelori dion kasiosTan marTlac ioria, ro­

gorc es pativcemul mwerals miaCnda; sul erTia, iqamde misaRwevad 

aragvi mainc unda gadalaxuliyo, Tu, ra Tqma unda, igi maSinac Tavis 

dRevandel kalapotSi moedineboda. ise ki, elementaruli foneti­

kuri msgavsebis mixedviT savsebiT SesaZlebelia, rom iori dion kasio­

sTan pelorad gardaqmniliyo (PέlwroV).  arada, rogorc ivaraudeba, 

dion kasiosisaTvis iori kambisenea (KambύdhV) [lomouri 1966:110], es 

is SemTxvevaa, roca toponimma warmoSva hidronimi. magram, zogadad, 

roca mdinaris qveda da zeda weli sxvadasxva saxeliT aRiniSneba, arc 

Tu iSviaTi iyo Zvel qarTul sinamdvileSi _ mag., strabonisaTvis ri­

onis zeda weli glavkosia (GlaukoV), xolo qveda _ fazisi (FasiV) [meli­

qiSvili 1959:306]. rogorc Cans, `kambisene~ ioris mxolod qveda wels 

aRniSnavda (Sdr. mdinaris zeda weli _ `qcia~ da qveda `xrami~).

mTavari aq is aris, rom romeliRac meore mdinare jer artokem da 

Semdeg mas midevnebulma pompeusmac md. mtkvridan sadRac Sors gada­

laxes da wyaroSi mdinaridan mdinaremde araviTar qalaqze araa 

miniSneba; me ki iqiTken vixrebi, rom kasiosiseuli pelori sworedac 

rom ioria.

[4] `amis mere artoke gadavida pelorze, daswva xidi da gaiqca~. 

aragvze, mcxeTis saqalaqo teritoriis aRmosavleT mxares veranairi 

xidi ver gaimarTeboda. aseTi SesaZlebloba fantastikis zRvarsac 

scildeba, radgan aragvi aq farTo gantotebas qmnida. misi sigane aq 

200-dan 300 m-mde meryeobda da amdenad SeTxelebuli nakadebis gamo 

es are fons warmoadgenda, mis sapirispirod ki aragvis kari, mcxe­

Tis mesame, aRmosavleTis karibWe iyo gamarTuli [yifiani 1999:24-25]. 

gavixsenoT ̀ moqcevaÁ~-s cnoba soji dedoflis mefe mirianTan da wmida 

ninosTan stumrobisa. am adgilas mas mdinaris gadmolaxva gauWir­

da wyaldidobis gamo _ `mdidroobda mdinare igi~ [moqcevaÁ 1963:99], 

xidi ki araa. Tu igi artokem dawva kidevac, amdeni xnis manZilze xom 

unda aRedginaT rogorRac, an ki rogor gadawvavda amsigrZe xids?

aq uTuod unda movixmoT mcxeTis garemos safortifikacio topo­

grafia. mcxeTis CrdiloeTiT Sua saukuneebis cixea aRmarTuli (be­
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briscixe-beltiscixe). igi antikuri xanis sasimagro zolis fragmen­

tze dgas, aRmosavleTiT misi gagrZeleba  wiwamuris (Seisάmora) qeds 

gayolili safortifikacio kedelia, romelSic mrgvali TavdacviTi 

koSkic iyo CarTuli [gamyreliZe 2005:96-98]. es zRude, amasTanave, 

mTlianad aCarCoebda wiwamuris sers. dasavleTiT ki bebriscixidan 

zRude mohyveboda im xevis CrdiloeT kides (qeds), romelic am mxri­

dan samTavros vels sazRvravs.

am sistemidan kvlav CrdiloeTiT 2 km-is daSorebiT gamarTulia 

elinisturi xanis kidev erTi sasimagro zoli, TiTqmis mis parale­

lurad mimarTuli _ `RarTiskari~. esaa arqeologiurad kargad ga­

movlenili koSkebisa da kurtinebis jaWvi, romelic aragvis marjvena 

sanapirodan dasavleTisaken miemarTeba. es sasimagro zoli, arqe­

ologiuri monacemebiT, elinisturi xaniT TariRdeba [nikolaiSvi-

li 2005:93 da Smd.1]. mis sapirispirod ki, aragvis marcxena napiridan 

sasimagro kedeli zedaznis qeds miuyveba (tab. X). ra farTobs moicav­

da es kedlebi dasavleTis mimarTulebiT, dokumenturad jerjero­

biT ar dadasturebula, magram varaudis daSveba SeiZleba da arc­

Tu hipoTezurisa, radgan am zolis orografiul sistemas versad 

gaveqceviT.2

ras unda aRniSnavdes `RarTiskari~ (`RarTa da misi kari~)? cxadia, 

rom kari karibWea da igi am zolSi, kurtinebisa da koSkebis jaWvSi 

aucileblad unda yofiliyo gamarTuli. aki karibWiT raRac `qveya­

naSi~ Sediodnen, anu saqme gvaqvs qveynis karTan, am SemTxvevaSi gamo­

dis, rom qveyanas `RarTi~ hqvia.

`RarTi~ sulxan-sabas mixedviT sawvimar nabads niSnavs [sulxan-

saba orbeliani: 1966:247], xolo Teimuraz batoniSvilTan _ `mwvane 

RarTsaviT grZneulTa wamosasxami Selocvili~ [Teimuraz bagratio­

ni 1979:86], e. i. aqac mosasxamad ganimarteba, sulxan-sabas gansazRvre­

basTan miaxloebul cnebad, magram rogor unda dasdeboda `RarTs~ 

`wamosasxamis~ mniSvneloba saxelwodebad karibWes, safortifikacio 

sistemis ZiriTad erTeuls. ̀ RarTi,~ me mgoni, im qveynis saxelwodebas 

aRniSnavs, romelsac es sistema icavda da `qarTis~ odnav saxecvlili 

formaa. anu es `qarTis karia~. am kompozitSi ki Tavkiduri `qani~ da 

`kani~ bunebrivad qmnian sametyvelo disonanss da `qan~-isagan Zalian 

male miiReba `Ran~.

1	 2005 wels mcxeTis  arqeologiis institutis TxovniT, melburnis universitetis spe­

cialurma laboratoriam analizi Cautara sasimagro zolis ramdenime wertilidan 

aRebul xis konstruqciuli detalebis fragmentebs da radiokarbonatuli determi­

naciis Sedegad Semdegi qronologiuri suraTi mogvawoda: OZH 130 = 2170 ± 40 BP, 68,2% 

probability, 360 BC (36,6%) 280 BC, 95,4% probability, 370 BC (95,4%) 100 BC.
2	 berZnuli fortifikaciis erT-erTi ZiriTadi norma is aris, rom sasimagro kedeli 

damorCilebuli unda yofiliyo geografiul situacias, igi unda gahyoloda qeds 

[adami 1982:123 da Smd.; lourensi 1978:232 da Smd.; vinteri 1971:101 da Smd.].
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friad sagulisxmoa, rom dasavlur-qarTuli samyarosaTvis aRmo­

savlur-qarTuli samyaro ̀ qarTia~ [berZeniSvili 1975: 235; gabeskiria 

2003:215] da am `qveynis~ am karibWesac savsebiT samarTlianad unda 

darqmeoda  `qarTiskari~. es toponimi  kidev araerTgzis dasturdeba 

aRmosavleT saqarTveloSi, mag., sof. RarTa xaSuris raionSi, ioane 

batoniSvili mas gverdisZirs miawers [ioane bagrationi 1986:32-33], 

an RarTa dRevandeli aspinZis raionSi xizabavras siaxloves [kultu­

ris Zeglebi 1959:25]. `qarTa~, romliTac dasavlur qarTuli samyaro 

mcxeTasa da Semdeg Tbiliss da, zogadad, aRmosavlurqarTul samya­

ros asaxavda, semantikurad swored zRudes niSnavs [meliqiSvili 

1965:237-239]. dadasturebuli RarTebi qarTlis raRac gare zols 

sazRvravs TiTqos, ise ki `mTa qarTa~ swored qarTls mijnavs argveTi­

dan (e. i. dasavlurqarTuli samyarosgan) da Torisgan.

rogor unda warmovidginoT sasimagro sistema, romelic miemarTe­

ba aragvis napiramde (Tu erTi da Tu meore mxridan), da grZeldeba 

meore napiridan. aseT SemTxvevas ar icnobs fortifikaciis istoria. 

kedlebs Soris gamavali mdinare xom gaxsnili area simagreSi SesaR­

wevad. Tu kedeli mdinaris napiramde mivida, igi unda gagrZeldes mis 

gayolebiTac da araviTar SemTxvevaSi ar unda `gadaaxtes~ mas.

Tu aq md. aragvi im dros, roca es TavdacviTi zRudeebi gaimarTa, 

ar moedineboda, maSin savsebiT gasagebia maTi mizani, maT Soris Su­

aledis mniSvneloba, koSkebis mdgomareoba kurtinebTan mimarTebaSi 

_ isini wingazidulni arian, akontroleben `dasavleTs~, zustad ki, 

Crdilo-dasavleTs, anu icaven `aRmosavleTs~ da sxva. esaa `qveynis~ 

da ara qalaqis Zlieri (ormagi) TavdacviTi sistema, anu es polisebis 

dacvis teqnologiaa [lauteri 1986:67 da Smd.]3, magram isini unda 

gamarTuliyvnen maSin, roca aragvi jer kidev ar anawevrebda am vels 

da, Tu anawevrebda da gadalaxa igi artokem da, Sesabamisad, pom­

peusmac, unda gadaelaxaT is, `romelic agreTve mis samflobeloSi 

moedineboda~, sadRac dRevandeli sof. misaqcielis areSi, magram 

manamde  orive TavdacviTi zoli, wiwamuri da RarTiskari (qarTis­

kari) unda gaevloT. pompeusi ki yovelgvari dabrkolebis gadalax­

vis gareSe misdevs artokes, mas gzaze araviTari gadasalaxi kedeli 

ar xvdeba, amitomac safiqrebelia, rom artoke marjvniv Sebrunda da 

iorze gavida, da rom iq, sadac dRes aragvi miedineba, mcxeTis areal­

Si, gaSlili veli iyo, aragvma ki SedarebiT gvian icvala Tavisi gezi.

sabrZolo moqmedebebis Semdegi peripetiebic _ tyes Sefarebuli 

artokelebi, xeebis gakafva pompeusis mier da a. S., rasac dion kasiosi 

mogviTxrobs, ivris xeobis tyian garemos ufro esadageba, vidre mcxe­

Tis Semogarenis xriokebs.

3	 ix. agreTve termin `teritoriis dacvis~ Sesaxeb [lorTqifaniZe 1991:183].
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rac Seexeba ukve naxseneb sof. misaqciels, igi muxranis velis uki­

duresi Crdilo-aRmosavleTi wertilia. ras unda niSnavdes am pun­

qtis toponimi? ra SeiZleboda, rom miqceuliyo am wertilidan? 

am mxriv metad sayuradReboa ioane batoniSvilis naSromi, sadac 

is qarTl-kaxeTis soflebis CamonaTvalsa da aRwerilobas iZleva. 

mcxeTas miweril soflebs Soris igi misaqcielsac aRniSnavs dam­

afiqrebeli saxelwodebiT _ `misaqcieli aragvisa~ [ioane bagrationi 

1986:33-34], e. i. mas an mis wyaros, raRac cnoba moepoveboda am werti­

lidan mdinaris gezis cvlilebasTan dakavSirebiT.

kidev erTi ram unda aRiniSnos: saqarTvelos geomorfologiur 

rukaze teritoria aragvsa da qsans Soris (muxranis veli) aRniSnu­

lia, rogorc aluviuri dablobi. igi warmoSobilia mdinaris ge­

zis cvlilebisas, wyaluxvi mdinaris `xetialis~ Sedegad da Tanac am 

zolze (misaqcielidan diagonalurad qsnamde) gadis sinklinaluri 

RerZi. es ki samdinaro dablobia, mdinaris yofili trasa [atlasi 

1964:45-46; leqsikoni 1980:400]. Tu muxranis velis topografias davuk­

virdebiT, igi misaqcielidan patara qandisaken (md. qsnis siaxloves) 

amJamadac diagonalurad daferdebuli teritoriaa (misaqcieli zR­

vis zolidan 531 m-ia, patara qanda ki _ 511 m.).

saqarTvelos niadagTa rukaze muxranis veli aRiniSneba, rogorc 

`Луговые карбонатные Восточной Грузий~, anu im velad, sadac miwisqveSa 

dinebebia [atlasi 1964:133-134] da, albaT, muxranis velis nayofiere­

bas aragvis niadagqveSa toti ganapirobebs.

aragvma mcxeTis saqalaqo teritoria, rogorc Cans, Zv. w. I s-is mi­

wuruls Seqmna. strabonisaTvis es mdinare cnobilia (AragoV), magram  

armazcixidan wiwamuramde igi araviTar dasaxlebas ar aRniSnavs. ma­

Sinve, aragvis gadmoxeTqvisTanave rom gaCeniliyo aq dasaxleba, mas 

igi, albaT, arc moixseniebda. qalaqi ki misTvis (da, saerTod, romae­

lisTvis) is iyo, romelsac safortifikacio nagebobebi sazRvravda.

aragvi arcTu cota dros moandomebda Tavisi kalapotis ganm­

tkicebas, da amis dadastureba, vfiqrob, arqeologiuradac xerxdeba: 

mcxeTis arqeologiis instituts saSualeba mieca, sveticxovlis ezo­

Si 1997-1998 ww-Si mcire masStabis gaTxrebi ewarmoebina da aq strati­

grafia daezustebina. fenaTa rigi Semdegnairad isaxeba: 1. humus­

narevi fena (60sm); 2. gvianantikuri (I-III ss.) keramikis Semcveli fena 

(90sm); 3. steriluri Tixnari wyalsadinaris fragmentebiT _ kerami­

kuli milebi (30sm.) da 4. mdinareuli qvaRorRi, SlamiTa da riyis qve­

biT (sveticxovlis taZris CrdiloeTi mxare). taZris samxreTiT ki 

XII-XIII ss-is qvayuTis gaxsnisas aRmoCnda, rom misi kedlebi (1,40sm-is 

simaRlis qviSaqvis filebi) pirdapir aluviur daSrevebaze (riyeze) 

idga [manjgalaZe 1998:14]. es daSreveba sveticxovlis ezos geologiur 
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Wrilze 80 sm-is simaRlisaa [mSvenieriZe 1952:tab.123], e. i. md. aragvs 

am teritoriaze gadauvlia Tavisi axali gezis Ziebisas. mTavari ki 

mainc isaa, rom aq, qalaq mcxeTis centrSi, yvelaze adreuli arqe­

ologiuri masalis Semcveli fena mxolod I s-iT TariRdeba.

pirveli armazcixeli mefeebi ki TavianTi rezidenciidan mtkvris 

marcxena sanapiroze veranair saqalaqo sivrces ver moiniSnavdnen, 

radgan aragvis gezis cvlilebamde mTeli es farTobi araviTar in­

teress ar aRZravda da savsebiT swori Cans `moqcevaÁ~: `da mefobda 

bratman romelsa ze mcxeTas qalaqi daewyo~, e. i. I saukuneSi, an Sesa­

Zloa, Zv. w. I s-is bolos warmoSobili dasaxleba qalaqad iqca II s-Si. 

aragvma Seqmna naxevarkunZuli da maleve iseTi centri, romelsac 

Tavisi geografiuli garemoTi xelewifeboda xangrZlivi drois man­

Zilze Seesrulebina gzajvaredinis roli kulturul memkvidreoba­

Ta dialogisa da politikur azrTa gadanawilebisaTvis, anu Seesru­

lebina dedaqalaqis funqcia.

unda davubrunde sakiTxs, romelic zemoT upasuxod darCa. esaa 

mcxeTis garemos Crdilo-dasavleTidan mzRudavi ormagi safor­

tifikacio kedeli da misi mcxeTasTan damokidebuleba. amasTanave, 

rogorc Cans, es kedlebi arc artokesa da arc pompeuss sabrZolo 

moqmedebebisas ar gadaulaxavs. rogorc aRiniSna, RarTiskaris sasi­

magro zoli elinisturi xaniT (Zv. w. III s.) TariRdeba [nikolaiSvili 

2005:93-102] da, Tu mcxeTa rogorc dasaxleba mxolod welTaRricx­

vaTa mijnaze warmoiSva, maSin ra qveyanas icavdnen isini, ra daniS­

nuleba hqondaT maT?

kvlav unda movixmoT `moqcevaÁs~ Tavdapirveli cnoba, roca `aleq­

sandrem~ ixila bun-Turqni `.. mixueviT, oTx qalaqad da dabnebi maTi: 

sarkine qalaqi, kaspi, urbnisi da oZraÃe, da cixeni maTni: cixÀ didi 

sarkinisaÁ, ufliscixÀ kaspisa, urbnisisa da oZraÃisaÁ~ [moqcevaÁ 

1963:81].

CamoTvlili qalaqebisa da maTi kuTvnili teritoriebis erTo­

bliobaSi Zalian Znelia ar davinaxoT berZnuli polisebis, qalaq-sax­

elmwifoTa msgavsi politikuri gaerTianebebi [lorTqifaniZe 1968:51-

52] _ ̀ qalaqebi da dabnebi maTi~, dabnebSi mxares davinaxavT Tu qalaqTa 

kuTvnil soflebsa da sasoflo-sameurneo dasaxlebaTa erToblio­

bas, sulerTia, is mainc am qalaqis `qveyanaa~ _ cwra _ sivrce, mxare, qvey­

ana, mamuli, miwa, sofeli da a. S. amiT ar mTavrdeba am qalaq-qveyanaTa 

sistema, maTSi Sedian ufliscixeebi, anu RvTaebaTa  (an gaRmerTebuli 

uflis) cixeebi, sakulto-ceremonialuri areebi [yifiani 2001:187 da 

Smd.], sarkine qalaqi ki ratomRac `cixe dids~ flobs.

zemomoyvanil `moqcevaÁs~ informacias Tu ar gaviazrebT Zveli 

qarTuli gramatikuli normebiT, gamova, rom erTi ufliscixe kas­
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pis kuTvnilicaa, urbnisisac da oZraxesisac. CamonaTvalis dasawy­

isis `sarkine qalaqi~ Seicavs gansazRvrebas `qalaqi~, rac miemarTeba 

danarCen punqtebsac, e. i. unda gavigoT ise, rogorc `kaspi _ qalaqi~, 

`urbnisi _ qalaqi~ da `oZraxe qalaqi~. Sesabamisad, konstruqciaSi 

`ufliscixe kaspisa~-Si gansazRvreba `ufliscixe~ miemarTeba danarCe­

ni qalaqebis  kuTvnil  sakralur centrebs da, unda vigulisxmoT, ro­

gorc `ufliscixe urbnisisa~, `ufliscixe oZraxisa~ [meliqseT-bekovi 

1937-a:527]. sarkines mimarT konstruqcia `cixe didi sarkinisaÁ~ ki, 

gvafiqrebinebs, rom `didiSi~ aRmatebuli unda gavacnobieroT (da 

ara farTobis statistikuri monacemebi) da, Sesabamisad, TviT `sar­

kine _ qalaqis~ aRmatebulobac danarCen qalaq-qveynebTan SedarebiT. 

aseve, mogvianebiT `didi mcxeTaa~ aRmatebuli, radgan iq `RmerTni 

RmerToben da mefeni mefoben~ [moqcevaÁ 1963:116), Torem mcxeTis saqa­

laqo teritoria (arqeologiurad moniSnuli) 30 ha-s udris, rac 

`didad~ verc elinisturi da verc romauli urbanuli monacemebiT 

ver CaiTvleba [kozina 1961:19 da Smd.].

`moqcevaÁs~ mixedviT ise Cans, TiTqosda oTxive qalaqi da maTi 

qveynebi bun-TurqT epyraT: `(aleqsandrem _ g. y.) ixilna naTesavni 

sastikni bun-Turqni, _ msxdomareni mdinaresa zeda mtkuarsa, mixue­

viT oTx qalaqad... yovelsa Ãorcielsa Wamdes da samare maTi ara 

iyo. mkudarsa SeSWamdes~ [moqcevaÁ 1963:81]. am informaciis calkeuli 

nawilebi erTmaneTs arafriT ar miesadageba. Tu CavTvliT, rom oTx­

ive qalaqi bun-Turqebs upyriaT da `yovelsa Ãorcielsa Wamdes~, da 

`mkudarsa SeSWamdes~, maSin rogor esadageba es cnoba `moqcevaÁ~-Si 

CamoTvlili qveynebis elinizebul kulturas? ori punqtis Sesaxeb 

mainc sarkinesa da `ufliscixe kaspisa~-s kulturul memkvidreobaze 

arqeologiuri masalis mixedviT, namdvilad SeiZleba, rom warmod­

gena Seiqmnas [afaqiZe 1990:307-308; yifiani 2000:5 da Smd.] da yvela 

es monacemi elinistur civilizaciaze udavo miTiTebaa, radikalu­

rad sapirispiro `moqcevaÁs~ bun-TurqTa Sesaxeb informaciisa, e. i. 

Tu bun-Turqni am qalaqTa mkvidri mosaxleobaa [brose 1949:30-33; 

meliqiSvili 1959:125; janaSia 1986:96], maSin rogor unda aixsnas maTi 

cxovrebis wesis dapirispireba elinizebul kulturasTan. vfiqrob, 

rom qarTlSi maTi mkvidroba arca Cans `moqcevaÁs~ teqstis mixedviT. 

`ixilna naTesavni sastikni bun-Turqni, _ msxdomareni mdinaresa zeda 

mtkuarsa, mixueviT oTx qalaqad~. ar Cans am monacemidan, rom isini 

am qalaqebs floben, magram dabanakebulni rom arian md. mtkvris gay­

olebiT oTxi `qveynis~ sigrZeze, es savsebiT cxadia. ganmsazRvreli 

bun-TurqTa ganfenilobisaTvis md. mtkvaria, mdinaris gayolebazea 

aq saubari da ara `qveynis~ an `qveynebis~ siRrmeebze, da es `sazRvrebi~ 

srulebiT ar Seesabameba `mkvidr~ mosaxleobas, anu maT mier aTvise­



106

guram yifiani

buli teritoriebis cnebas. arc teqstismieri `msxdomare~ unda niS­

navdes `damkvidrebuls~ an `mkvidrs~.

xom ara aris `bun-Turqni~ modgmiT (`naTesavni~) momTabare tomi, 

romelic dabanakda mtkvris gayolebaze. `msxdomareni~ xom ramde­

nadme Seesatyviseba droebiT dabanakebuls. garda amisa, sulxan-sabas 

mixedviT, `bunaki~ igivea rac bunagi an Tundac `bunaki~, rac niSnavs 

banaks [sulxan-saba orbeliani 1966:124] da me mgonia, rom `moqcevaÁs~ 

teqstis es monakveTi asec unda gavigoT: mtkvris ayolebaze msxdomni 

da dabanakebuli Turqni _ bunak-Turqni, anu bun-Turqni4.

leonti mroveli ki aleqsandre makedonelis qarTlSi laSqro­

bis peripetiebis aRwerisas mis mier viTomda moxiluli qalaqebis 

sruliad sxvagvar CamonaTvals gvawvdis da mcxeTis mimarTac Cans, 

rom misi teqsti gviandeli tradiciis gamoZaxilia: Cans, rom ukve 

daqvemdebarebulobis xarisxebi sxvagvaradaa gadanawilebuli: `da 

povna (aleqsandrem _ g. y.) cixe-qalaqni ese Zlierni Sua-qarTl: wun­

da xerTvis mtkurisa, oZrÃe mokidebuli kldesa Radosa, Tuxarisi 

mdinaresa zeda sperisasa, romelsa hqÂan Woroxi, urbnisi, kaspi da 

ufliscixe, qalaqi didi mcxeTa da ubanni misni, sarkine, cixe didi da 

zanavi, ubani uriaTa...~ [leonti mroveli 1955:17-18].

oZrÃes, urbnisis, kaspisa da ufliscixis mimarT faqtiurad `mo­

qcevaÁs~ nomenklaturis `statusia~ aq SenarCunebuli, sarkine ki Ta­

visi `cixe didiT~ `didi mcxeTis~ ubnadaa qceuli, da es moxdeboda 

mxolod mas mere, roca axali geografiuli upiratesoba warmoiSve­

boda qalaqis ganaSenianebisaTvis. ise ki, mTels am `qveyanaSi~ sarkines 

rogorc saqalaqo teritorias alternativa ar hqonda. mtkvari 

am arealSi meandrisebur klaknils qmnis da misi ubnebi swored am 

`klaknilebiT~ isazRvreboda.

is elinisturi `qveynis~ msazRvravi kedlebi, wiwamur-beltiscixi­

sa da zedazen-RarTiskarisa, rogorc Cans, Tavis droze swored 

sarkinesa da mis `dabnebs~ icavda; Semdeg ki _ aragvis mier moxazul da 

dakonkretebul mcxeTis qveyanasa da mis sistemaSi gvian Semosul da 

damcrobil sarkinesac.

artoke ar gadasula mezobeli, kaspeli uflis miwa-wyalSi, ar 

gadaulaxavs Tavisive qveynis mzRudavi kedlebi, romelic man sarki­

neli uflisagan miiRo. sxva gza airCia, sakuTar samflobeloSi eoma 

romaelebs. mxolod Zv. w. I s-is meore naxevarSi mefe arsuki ipyrobs 

mezoblis `qveyanas~, `da mefobda arsuk, romelman kaspi Seipyra da 

ufliscixe ganago~ da Cans isic, rom `... aqamde am mcxeTel mefeebs kas­

pi xelT ara hqoniaT~ [berZeniSvili 1975: 335-336] (ix. aragvisa da qsnis 

ormdinareTis situaciuri sqema, tab. XI).

4	  bun-TurqTa Sesaxeb sakiTxis istoriografia ix. [alasania 2000:19-29].
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ilustraciebis aRweriloba

I 	 mcxeTis garemo (situaciuri gegma) 1. md. mtkvari, 2. md. aragvi, 3. ar­

mazcixe, 4. karsnisxevi, 5. mcxeTis Zveli xidi, 6. mcxeTis saqlaqo 

teritoria, 7. bebriscixe, 8. wiwamuri, 9. RarTiskari, 10. sagura­

mos (zedaznis) qedi, 11-12. sarkine da misi ubnebi, 13-15. sasimagro 

kedlebi.

II 	 mTa qarTlis `cxviri~ _ armazcixe (avtoris naxati).

III 	 pompeusis samxedro da politikuri moqmedebebis are kavkasiaSi 

(sqema). I. iberia (qarTli), II. albaneTi, III. kolxeTi, IV. somxeTi, 

	 V. ponto. 1. md. mtkvari, 2. md. aragvi, 3. md. qsani, 4. md. iori, 5. md. 

alazani, 6. md. rioni (fazisi), 7. armazcixe, 8. mcxeTa, 9. muxranis 

veli, 10. pompeusis savaraudo banaki (aspinZa), 11. gzebi da mimar­

Tulebani kolxeTisaken, 12. mimarTuleba armazcixisaken, 13. mimar­

Tuleba albaneTisaken, 14. gza somxeTisaken, 15. gezi pontosaken.

IV 	 armazcixe, rekonstruqciis cda _ 1. md. mtkvari, 2. RvTaeba armazis 

savaraudo adgilsamyofeli, 3. farnavazis agebuli kedeli md. 

	 mtkvris paralelurad, 4. armazcixis gare kedeli, 5. karibWe, 6. Sida 

kedeli, 7. karsnisxevi I _ armazcixis nagebobebiT aTvisebuli tera­

sebi; II _ kldovani ferdi.

V 	 armazcixis gare kedlis fragmenti.

VI 	 armazcixis gare kedlis nawilobrivi rekonstruqciis cda 

	 (g. yifiani).

VII 	 sasimagro kedlebis saZirkvlis konstruqcia (ir. ciciSvilis mixed­

viT).

VIII 	 armazcixis Sida kedlis cokolis wyoba (g. yifianis aqsonometria 

ir. ciciSvilis ganazomis mixedviT).

IX 	 mcxeTis garemo. asaxuloba wiwamuridan. 1. md. mtkvari, 2. md. ara­

gvi, 3. armazcixe, 4. karsnisxevi, 5. mTa qarTli, 6. mcxeTis saqalaqo 

sivrce, 7. Zveli xidi, 8. pompeusis SesaZlo gezi armazcixisaken.

X 	 RarTiskaris sasimagro zoli (k. meliTauris mixedviT).

XI 	 aragvisa da qsnis ormdinareTi, situaciuri sqema. 1. md. mtkvari, 

2. md. aragvi, 3. md. aragvis Tavdapirveli savaraudo gezi, 4. md. 

qsani, 5. armazcixe, 6. sarkine, 7. mcxeTis saqalaqo teritoria, 8. 

jvris monasteri, 9. sof. misaqcieli (`misaqcieli aragvisa~), 10. mux­

ranis veli, 11. sof. qanda.
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On the Origin of Mtskheta
(Urban Space, Time and Geography) 

Guram Kipiani

The capital of Kartli (Iberia, for Roman authors) was called Mtskheta. It is spread 
out over the small triangular peninsula cut into the confluence of two rivers _ the 
Mtkvari (Kura) and Aragvi.

Historical sources, in addition to the landscape analysis and archaeological data, 
give information about the time and circumstances of its foundation.

The ancient Georgian historical source, ~The Conversion of Kartli~ (the chronicle of 
Christianization of Kartli, VII century) contains no mention of Mtskheta in the initial 
part of the narration; this part recounts the legendary campaign of Alexander the 
Great in Kartli. Among the four cities listed in the source (Sarkine, Kaspi, Urbnisi and 
Odzrakhe) Sarkine is referred to by a lofty epithet. ~The Conversion of Kartli~ ascribes 
the beginning of the construction of Mtskheta only to the 8th ruler of Kartli, Bratman, 
while its accomplishment _ to the IX King of Kartli, Rok.

Another Georgian historical source, ~The Life of Georgian Kings~ by Leonti Mroveli 
(XI c), considers Mtskheta (i.e., period posterior to the campaigns of Alexander the

Great) as the capital of Kartli from the very beginning of its foundation.
Mention of Mtskheta, as of a city at its rudimentary stage of development, is found 

with Pliny the Elder (Plinius Secundus) (I c). For him Mtskheta is a as yet, a settlement 
of the Meskhs (South Georgian tribes), _ ~Moschorum Tractus~ (Plin, NH, 1,37, V _ 
1-6), while for Ptolemius (II c) Mtskheta (Mεστλητα) is already a city.

Over the mountain rising on the right bank of the river Mtkvari, opposite Mtskheta 
and over the area north-eastward to the mountain, a residence of Georgian kings was 
spread which was called Armaztsikhe, after the idol ~Armaz~. The residence had been 
erected here by King Parnavaz (based on historical sources). Armaz is a Georgian form 
of ~Ahuramazda,~ in the middle Persian  _ ~Ohrmazd~, i.e.  Georgian Armaz, Armenian 
~Aramazd~, etc., established to denote Excellency.

This city (fortress) is well-known to Roman authors. According to Strabo it was 
Αρμοσικη  (Strabo XI, 35), to Pliny _ ~Harmastis (Plin., NH, VI, 23), while Ptolemy 
(Ptolemaeus) called it ‘Αρμακτικα (Ch. Ptol., Geogr. V, 10, 3).

~The Conversion of Kartli~ gives us notes on its construction by stages: Azo, 
appointed the ruler of Kartli by Alexander the Great, erects two idols, ~Gats~ and ~Ga~ 
on the slopes of these mountains. Later on Parnavaz, the local dynast erects the idol of 
Armaz, and besides, equips Armaztsikhe with a fortress wall running along the river 
Mtkvari.  The succeeding kings surrounded the mountain with double fortress walls 
(these walls, both, internal and external are archaeologically established).
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The date of the historical source concerning the beginning construction work of  
Armistice, due to the activity of Alexander the Great , is the end of the IV c BC, or the 
beginning of the III c, though this date is inconsistent with the factual archaeological 
data, because the middle years of the II century BC are confirmed by only the earliest 
layer. Therefore, the source of ~Alexander the Great~ must have implied one of the 
reconnaissance expeditions.

If we rely on the information provided by ~The Conversion of Kartli,~ (as well as on 
the information of Roman geographers), according to which construction of Mtskheta 
started only in the 1st century, it turns out that the kings of Armaztsikhe were totally 
indifferent to the geographically ideal territory _ the peninsula developed in the 
confluence of the two rivers for a long time.

A geographical area is much better perceived when reading a depiction of hostilities, 
and in this respect Dion Cassio’s information _ ~The History of Pompey’s Invasion in 
Kartli~ _ is most invaluable. At that time, in 66-65 BC King Artoke ruled here. Pompey took 
Artoke’s major city called by Dion Cassio ~Acropolis~ most rapidly and unexpectedly. 
Both, according to its description and the context, it is Armaztsikhe. But the name itself, 
~Acropolis,~ falls out of the context here and the ~lower city~ subordinate to it cannot be 
observed. Later peripeteias described here also indicate to the fact that Mtskheta did not 
exist even at that time. In Dion Cassio’s history we cannot find any city, whereas Artoke 
could have escaped from Pompey’s pursuit only by the way where the city of Mtskheta 
is located today, and what is most significant, he fled away to another river by the bridge 
over the Mtkvari which he himself had burnt down and restored.  According to Dion 
Cassio, it was ~the river that flowed within his own kingdom,~ and this river is believed 
to be the r. Aragvi by Georgian historical science. But, First of all, the citation indicates to 
certain dimensions of the country and it could by no means have appeared with regard 
to the river Aragvi, as, based on the present geographical situation, the Mtkvari is only 
1,5 km away from the Aragvi. Thus, Artoke crossed some other river which Dion Cassio 
calls Πέλωρος, and that river must have been the Iori, but before reaching it Artoke had 
to get across the Aragvi.

The article presumes that the river Aragvi changed its direction in the late 1st c BC 
and before that its bed directed to a totally different direction. Thus, if that was the 
actual state of affairs, the kings settled in Armaztsikhe could not have designated any 
urban area on the territory of modern Mtskheta. Without the r. Aragvi it would have 
been entirely unattractive for urban development.

As regards the fact of nominating Sarkine among the four city-states by ~The 
Conversion of Kartli~, it should be mentioned, that in case we do not take into 
consideration the present Mtskheta, in terms of the ~natural sanitary environment,~ it 
had no alternative in Kartli. Its quarters are cut into the meander-like windings of the 
river Mtkvari. And when Leonti Mroveli in his ~The life of Kings of Georgia~, analogous 
to ~The Conversion of Kartli,~  lists the cities of Kaspi, Urbnisi and Odzrakhe, the old 
status is preserved with regard to them, while the once superior city of Sarkine is 
already named among the satellite towns of Mtskheta.
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What direction did the river Aragvi flow? In the north-eastern part of the Mukhrani 
Valley (a vast estate of Georgian princes, the Bagrationi-Mukhranelis, distinguished 
by its rich fertility) spreads the village of Misaktsieli, _ a strange toponym, since it 
essentially means ‘a change of direction,’ and its name is found on the list of the 
villages of Kartli and Kakheti with  a name _ ~Misaktsieli of the Aragvi~, i.e. the spot 
from where the Aragvi once altered its route.

Archaeological excavations held on the Mukhrani Valley in 1997-1998 confirmed 
the existence of intense underground currents at the depth of two and two-and-a half 
metres, whereas the excavations conducted on the territory of the Cathedral courtyard 
in Mtskheta itself, ascertained the fact that this area represents a totally rocky bank, the 
product of ‘roaming’ of a large river.

On the geomorphological maps of Georgia the territory between the Aragvi and 
the Ksani is indicated as an alluvial flatland, a consequence of ‘roaming’ of a river with 
plenty of water, while on the map of Georgian soils, Mukhrani Valley is designated 
as ~Луговые Карбонатные Восточной Грузии,~ i.e. as a valley with underground 
currents. This time, based on the comparison of the data, it appears that the river 
Aragvi diagonally crossed the Mukhrani Valley and flowed into the r. Ksani.

The environment and the ~country~ of Mtskheta is delimited by a twofold fortress 
line on the north-west. There are the walls of Tsitsamuri-Beltistsikhe, and at a 
distance of 2 km from here _ of Zedazeni-Ghartiskari. They dated from the Hellenistic 
Age (besides the archaeological data this date was confirmed by a radiocarbon 
determination of wooden samples conducted by Melbourne University) and at 
present they are directed to the river Aragvi and then continue over the other bank 
of the Aragvi. This kind of thing is unknown to the history of fortification. The river 
flowing between the curtains is a straight way for conquering a country. The walls 
too, had been built before the r Aragvi crossed the valley and it seems likely, that it 
served as a protection of the country of the city of Sarkine prior to the construction of 
Mtskheta. Though, according to Dion Cassio’s history, neither Artoke or his successor 
Pompey crossed either of these walls. King Pompey, pursuing the Georgian king did 
not encounter any kind of obstacles.

Only later, when the Aragvi created an unequaled environment for urban 
development, the kings of Armazistsikhe immediately started building a new capital 
of Kartli.

The history of Leonti Mroveli, according to which Mtskheta had been the capital of 
Kartli from the very beginning, can be explained by his desire to involve the capital of 
Georgia into the cultural-historical processes from the very start.
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